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Morning Worship
Sunday, October 2, 2022

“Ecumenical” Wor    ld 
Communion Sunday

Walnut Hill Church
Lexington, KY



Gathering as the People of God
                                                     
Greetings & Welcome

Prelude

*Hymn #517                We Come as Guests Invited

Opening Sentences & Prayers
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of  God, and the communion 
of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Almighty God, from north and south and east and west,
all creation sings forth your praises!
The mountains and the hills burst into song;
the trees of  the field shall clap their hands.
Your steadfast love never ceases.
With joy and praise, let us worship God together.

Let us pray: God of  all nations, you have poured out your blessings upon all 
the peoples of  the earth. Grant us eyes to see your gifts of  faith and love. 
Appoint us as heralds of  your mercies that are new every morning. Empower 
us to write the vision of  your peaceable kingdom, where destruction and 
violence are no more, where suffering and wars shall cease. Through our 
worship empower us to be sent out with joy as bearers of  your hope in a 
hurting world; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

(choir & congregation)
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Call to Confession from 2 Timothy 1:1-14
God’s grace was given to us in Christ before the ages began.
In spite of  God’s love for us and gift of  love to us,
we often act in destructive and hateful ways.
Trusting in Christ’s mercy that never ends,
let us with honesty confess our sins before God and one another.

Prayer of Confession
Let us pray: Gracious God, you created the whole world and called it 
good, but we look out at your world and see division and suffering. 
You call us to maintain the unity of  spirit in the bond of  peace, but 
we choose division over diversity, confrontation over civility, conflict 
over peace born from justice. You call us to love the least of  these 
among us, but we hear the cries of  the oppressed and choose our 
own comfort. We allow senseless suffering rather than sacrifice for 
our neighbors. Forgive us. Grant us fresh vision to see one another as 
siblings in Christ. Rekindle in us your gifts—the spirit of  power, love 
and self-discipline—that with faith in Christ, we might be made new 
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and be part of  bringing forth your peaceable kingdom. Amen.
(silence)

Assurance of Pardon from Lamentations 3:22-23
We call to mind your promises and therefore we find hope: The steadfast love 
of  the Lord never ceases. God’s mercies are new every morning. Believe the 
good news. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

(choir & congregation) 
Glory be to God on high, And on earth peace, good will towards 

men. We praise thee; we bless thee; we worship thee; we glorify thee; 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory.

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord,
the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of  God, 
Son of  the Father, Thou that takest away the sins of  the world, Have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of  the world, Receive 
our prayer. Thou that sittest a the right hand of  God the Father, 
Have mercy upon us.

For thou art holy; Thou art the Lord; Thou only, O Christ, with the
Holy Ghost, Art most high in the glory of  God the Father. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

Prayer for Illumination              
                                
Scripture Lesson      Luke 17:5-10 (p. 82 in New Testament)

Meditation               And the Table Will Be Wide

Silence

*The Nicene Creed (ecumenical version)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven

and earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, 

eternally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of  one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of  the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated on the right hand of  the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection 
of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical version)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The peace of  the Lord be with you always.
And also with you. Amen.

Breaking the Bread & Presenting the Cup
(choir & congregation)

Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world, have mercy on 
us.

Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world, have mercy on 
us.

Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world, grant us peace.
The gifts of  God for the people of  God. Amen.

Communion of the People
(The choir will be served, followed by communicants as invited, 

or remain seated to be served.)
                         
Thanksgiving Prayer
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
O God our hope, we give you thanks for uniting us in the body of  Christ 
and for giving us this foretaste of  the heavenly realm of  abundance, justice 
and peace. Lead us toward the visible unity of  your church and help us to 
treasure all the signs of  reconciliation you have granted us. Now that we 
have tasted of  the banquet you have prepared for us in the world to come, 
may we all one day share together the inheritance of  the saints in the life 
of  your heavenly city with all who are gathered with us at this table and all 
tables throughout all time and in all places. Send us back into the world you 
so love, nourished and strengthened to lead lives of  purpose and joy in the 
name of  Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of  the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

Going Out as the People of God

Blessing & Charge

The peace of  Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. Alleluia!
Go out in joy, bearing witness to the good news of  the gospel, and be led 
forth in peace, sharing the peace of  Christ with all. Amen.

*Hymn #289               The God of  Every Nation

Postlude

*Denotes the invitation to stand in body or in spirit.
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Intercessions
In the power of  the Spirit and in union with Christ, we pray: 
Hear us, O Lord.

(Each intercession is followed by the response:  Hear us, O Lord.)

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Offering & Offertory

*Doxology & Prayer of Dedication      
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Invitation to the Table
Christ’s table is wide, and his welcome is for all. Jesus dined with sinners 
and saints, with farmhands and foreigners, with disciples and doubters, with 
children and cherished friends, with the outcast and the outspoken, with 
lepers and loved ones. And just as he ate at others’ tables, when Christ set 
his banquet table, he welcomed all of  us, too. As we gather around Christ’s 
table, we are united with all of  God’s beloved across the worldthrough the 
love and grace made known in bread broken and cup passed. So come to the 
table where we witness Christ’s love and peace for all.

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Truly it is right and good to glorify you, at all times and places, to offer you 
our thanksgiving, O God of  all Creation…

(the prayer continues)

…With fresh eyes and renewed hope, we join our voices with those around 
the world and with your heavenly chorus to sing:

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of  power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of  your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
(the prayer continues)

….Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
Amen.
United by one baptism in the same Holy Spirit and the same body of  
Christ, we pray as God’s beloved children:

3



Ecumenical Sunday
 
Since the early 20th century, the first Sunday of  October has been 
observed by numerous denominations in the United States and 
overseas as World Communion Sunday, a day to celebrate Christians’ 
common belief  in the life and teachings of  Jesus Christ. At Walnut 
Hill Church, we have taken liberty to designate World Communion 
Sunday as Ecumenical Sunday, a day to celebrate and explore our 
identity as an ecumenical congregation.  Ecumenism is the word used 
to describe both the vision and calling of  the Church to be of  one Spirit 
in its many forms.  At Walnut Hill Church, that vision and calling is 
expressed in the Preamble to our Constitution and By-Laws: 
 

We, the members of  Walnut Hill Church, an Ecumenical Church, of  
Lexington, Kentucky, do hereby organize for the purpose of  providing 
public worship, the apostolic ministry of  word and sacrament, 
religious instruction, pastoral care and counseling and in general a 
witness to the community of  the need for life and work in the name 
of  Jesus. 

We accept for membership with us all those who profess the Lord 
Jesus and who share with us an appreciation for the historic creeds, 
sacraments, the historic canon of  scripture of  the Old and New 
Testaments, and the historic apostolic ministry.  We also include in 
our fellowship those who, while seeking truth, may not be prepared 
to accept as yet the fullness of  the above stated standards. We, as 
a church, are a fellowship of  believers who wish to bring together 
all men and women as children of  God and do not wish to make 
an obstacle in creed and dogma to fellowship with God’s people. We 
believe that the true basis of  Christian fellowship is love which is 
greater than all our differences and without this love we have no 
claim to Christian Fellowship. 

  
Walnut Hill Church was originally founded in 1785 as a pioneer era 
Presbyterian congregation.  After being closed for several decades in 
the mid-twentieth century, the Walnut Hill sanctuary was restored in 
the 1970s, and the church was reopened as an ecumenical congregation.  
As an “ecumenical congregation,” Walnut Hill affirms its intention to 
seek common ground among Christians of  various denominations, and 
its openness to people of  faith of  all religious traditions. 

We are glad that you have chosen to spend this morning celebrating 
and exploring the unity of  the Church of  Jesus Christ.  May that unity 
be a word of  good news for the world. May God’s people live into its 
fullness. 

Walnut Hill Church E-Newsletters

If  you are not receiving WHC’s weekly email and would like to, please 
email your information to office@walnuthillchurchky.org. 

If  you have already signed up for our emails and use Gmail, but 
can’t find the newsletter, please check your “Promotions” tab. If  our 
newsletter is under “Promotions,” simply select it and drag it to your 
“Primary” tab for easier access in the future.


