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In This IssueThoughts from
the Study

On a Sunday afternoon in the late 
spring, 2001, I had the privilege 
of  visiting Walnut Hill Church 
for the first time. I offered a brief  
sermon, answered a few questions, 
and then stepped outside the 
Sanctuary while the congregation 
discussed the possibility of  my 
service as Walnut Hill’s Pastor. A 
few minutes later I was welcomed 
back into the Sanctuary and 
greeted as Walnut Hill’s Pastor-
elect. Most of  the details of  that 
afternoon escape me now, with the 
exception of  a personal comment 
I received from one of  our late 
members, Ed Czerwinski, who 

declared that I would serve the 
remainder of  my ministry in this 
place. I likely smiled in response 
to Ed’s comment, not knowing 
that he was, it turns out, a 
prophet. Whether the fulfillment 
of  prophecy or good fortune, I 
find myself  twenty-one years 
later still at Walnut Hill and now 
retiring from full-time ministry.

I know I speak for Barbara and 
William when I say “thank you” 
for the welcome we received in 
2001, and for the kindness and 
friendship we have enjoyed in the 
years that followed. When I let 
my thoughts wander, a myriad of  
faces, occasions and experiences 
come to mind, the vast majority 
of  them bringing a smile or a 
happy tear. (cont’d page 2)
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No individual or relationship is 
perfect, of  course, and with that 
realization I am grateful for your 
forbearance in those instances 
over the years when I missed the 
mark, even as I am grateful for 
your celebration and encourage-
ment when things went well. All 
in all, these years have been a 
blessing to me and my family.

As inclined as I might be to look 
back, it is important to look 
ahead. In that spirit Barb and I 
look forward to the next chapter 
in our lives. I fully expect to be 
working and engaging some new 
pursuits as interests prompt and 
circumstances allow. We defi nitely 
hope to visit family a bit more 
frequently.

Similarly, a new chapter opens 
for Walnut Hill, an opportunity 

to refl ect upon and imagine 
new ways of  being the church. 
The world looks quite different 
today than it did in 2001. Some 
of  what Walnut Hill has done 
in these past years will continue 
to be useful in the future, while 
some might have run its course. 
It will be for the Walnut Hill 
congregation and its leadership 
to discern what to continue, 
what to leave behind, and what 
to start anew. You ALL have a 
part to play in that discernment. 
My hope and expectation is that 
the Walnut Hill community will 
fi nd itself  twenty years from now 
celebrating another generation of  
fruitful ministry and still looking 
ahead to what its future might be. 
Blessings to you in that future!

Peace,
Mike Ward
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Vestry Update:
Pastor Transition

As Mike’s retirement date of  June 
30 is fast approaching, Church 
leadership wants to advise the 
Congregation of  the actions 
currently underway to ensure that 
our operations move forward as 
seamlessly as possible once Mike 
steps down.

As previously reported, upon 
learning of  Mike’s retirement 
the Vestry formed a Transition 
Committee to identify and 
address those things needed to get 
us to June 30. That Committee 
is led by Lyle Hanna. Also 
serving are Scott Steede, Natalie 
Watt, Esther Livingston, Gip 
Downing, Whitney Miller, and 
John Wharton. Among the fi rst 
actions of  the Committee was 
the determination to focus on 
obtaining a “full time” interim 
Pastor to carry us through the 
period of  a search for a new, 
permanent Pastor. Relying on 
traditional pulpit supply during 
this transition period was deemed 
insuffi cient given Walnut Hill’s 
daily needs.

Much time has been spent 
identifying all the duties that 
will need to be handled by the 
Interim or, in some cases, by 
Walnut Hill volunteers, along 
with an appropriate compensation 
package. Our ecumenical 
partners—the Transylvania 
Presbytery and the Episcopal 
Diocese of  Lexington—have  
been engaged and have provided 

valuable insight into this process.  
We are availing ourselves of  
the job posting capabilities of  
each; we are already receiving 
expressions of  interest.

It should be noted that while 
our history suggests a focus on 
candidates from the Presbyterian 
or Episcopalian traditions, we 
are open to a wide range of  
backgrounds and faith traditions. 
While the current focus is on 
fi lling the Interim position, 
the Transition Committee has 
recommended that as part of  our 
search for a permanent Pastor 
the Congregation be engaged to 
determine what is important to 
each of  you as we move forward 
in our Church life. This was last 
done in 2010; much has changed 
since then. Martha DeReamer/
Matrix Group, the conductor of  
the last such survey, has offered 
her services in this regard.

Thanks for your support and 
patience in this process. If  you 
have questions or concerns, please 
feel free to reach out to Lyle 
Hanna or Beth Hilliard.

Welcome “New” 
Members:
 Natalie & Bob Watt

Natalie and Robert “Bob” Watt 
were welcomed as Members 
of  Walnut Hill Church during 
worship on May 15. Natalie 
and Bob have been integral 
participants at Walnut Hill for 
many years and the church is 
delighted to welcome them as 
offi cial members.

When asked about their reasons 
for becoming members at this 
moment in time, Bob and Natalie 
remarked: 

We decided to become Members 
because we had attended services 
and been active at the Church for 
many years and felt it was time 
to make the move from Friends to 
Members. We especially value the 
ecumenical nature of  the Church 
and Mike’s leadership, ministry, 
and preaching. We wanted to become 
Members before Mike retired.
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Reaching Out

Supporting 
Lexington’s 
Children:
WHC’s Backpack 
Ministry 
By Nicole Love, M.Ed.
Family Resource Center 
Coordinator, BCES

Walnut Hill Church’s Backpack 
Ministry program has partnered 
with Brenda Cowan Elementary 
School (BCES) since its opening 
in August 2019. During this 
time, Walnut Hill has worked to 
provide thousands of  weekend 
food bags for children and 
families experiencing food 
insecurity. Throughout the 
2021-22 school year alone, over 
1,500 food bags were provided 
via this partnership, while the 
total number of  bags supplied 
during WHC’s participation tops 
3,000. Approximately 41% of  the 
Brenda Cowan student population 
is categorized as economically 
disadvantaged, so this program 
meets a significant need amongst 
our Lexington community.

Walnut Hill has also provided 
financial support for BCES in 
conjunction with their annual 
bike ride. The funds from this 
event have provided support 
for schoolwide projects, allowed 

children to attend field trips, and 
purchased student achievement 
awards throughout the year. 
WHC’s Backpack Ministry and 
Community Fund donations have 
also been used to recognize BCES 
faculty in celebration of  Teacher 
Appreciation Week.

The partnership between 
Walnut Hill and Brenda Cowan 
Elementary has been of  great 
benefit to the students and 
families in our community!  Due 
to our joint efforts, we have been 
able to assist many BCE families 
in need of  food, as well as support 
the academic journey of  all 
Brenda Cowan students!

BCES is excited to continue 
and strengthen our partnership 
with WHC during the coming 
school year.  Walnut Hill plans 
to continue to provide supplies 
for the weekend food program 
and we hope to create a system 
for purchasing and packing 
these items. There is also an 
ongoing need for school supplies 
for students, specifically at the 
start of  the school year, and any 
support in this area would be a 
great blessing!  

Thank you, Walnut Hill Church 
community, for being a fantastic 
community partner!

WHC Member Margaret Wharton and Family Resource Center Coordinator Nicole Love 
prepare another delivery of supplies for Brenda Cowan Elementary School children.
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Backpack 
Ministry: 
A Brief History and 
New Beginnings
By Margaret Wharton

Walnut Hill began its work with 
the Backpack Ministry when 
the doors of  BCES opened in 
2019. During the first year, the 
school was already receiving 
donations from another church. 
With Brenda Adams as our 
contact person at BCES, Walnut 
Hill added 32 bags a month to 
help with the increased number 
of  students needing weekend 
backpacks.

In August of  2020 WHC took 
over the entire BCE backpack 
program and provided up to 
50 backpacks a week. COVID 
made this year very difficult for 
students, especially those that 
needed food on the weekends. 
Marley Moore, a social worker at 
BCE, picked up packed bags from 
our home and delivered them 
(often during very bad weather) 
to the homes of  these students to 
assure they had food.

In August of  2021, with the 
help of  many church friends 
and neighbors, BCE was able to 
deliver 45 backpacks weekly. Each 
Friday morning at 7:30am, Nicole 

Love packed her trunk with 
nutritious snacks for delivery. She 
was a joy to work with! John and 
I will miss this wonderful hands-
on project.

Next year (2022-23) WHC 
anticipates moving the Backpack 
Ministry to the BCE building 
where our efforts will be part of  
a collaboration with the BCE 
Family Resource Center, school 
PTA, and God’s Pantry. Walnut 
Hill will continue its conversation 
with BCE regarding this 
transition. The change of  physical 
location notwithstanding, we 
anticipate Walnut Hill’s ongoing 

THANK YOU

Volunteers who packed bags at our home

Volunteers who “doubled” the plastic bags 
to eventually pack

Friends who filled donation boxes at church

Friends who filled the collection plate with
countless donations

Friends who delivered donations to our 
front porch

John and Margaret Wharton

support and involvement, which 
includes funding the program 
for the 2022-23 school year with 
an estimated $7,000 (based on 
2021-22 experience) and providing 
volunteers in coordination with 
the BCE Family Resource Center, 
PTA, and God’s Pantry. 

We are pleased to report 
that Julia Ruschell Snow 
has volunteered to serve as 
Walnut Hill’s contact person 
with BCES! Any questions 
regarding this program may be 
directed to Julia, Nicole, or our 
general church email at office@
walnuthillchurchky.org.
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Nathaniel 
Mission
By Chris Sparks
Director of  Networking and 
Development, Nathaniel Mission

For over 80 years, Nathaniel 
Mission has reached out and 
served as a beacon of  hope 
and light for our friends and 
neighbors. We have been on the 
forefront of  serving the city 
of  Lexington with targeted 
engagement of  the Versailles 
Road Corridor and meeting 
needs such as housing, addiction, 
hunger, education, healthcare, 

social services, and much more. 
These life-giving resources 
have transformed the lives of  
thousands in the last eight 
decades. We simply could not 
do this kind of  Kingdom work 
without the help of  our local 
church partnerships! Walnut Hill 
Church, we want to thank you 
for the ways you have partnered 
in reaching our friends and 
neighbors over the years!

Through your generous financial 
donations, your willingness to roll 
up your sleeves and help serve a 
meal, or providing contributions 
to our programs, we have been 
able to reach into the difficult 
places and share the light of  

THANK YOU

Volunteers who packed bags at our home

Volunteers who “doubled” the plastic bags 
to eventually pack

Friends who filled donation boxes at church

Friends who filled the collection plate with
countless donations

Friends who delivered donations to our 
front porch

John and Margaret Wharton

Jesus with the world.  One of  the 
key programs you have poured 
into is our Children & Youth 
Development program, which 
is focused on Cardinal Valley & 
Harrison elementary schools, 
where over twenty-five students 
received academic, social, and 
emotional support. We hope you 
will continue to partner with us 
for many more years to come.

Nathaniel Mission is currently 
seeking volunteers for its 2022 
Summer Camps. Camps run 
Monday-Thursday at different 
times depending on locations. 
Please go to nathanielmission.com 
for more information or to sign up 
to volunteer.

Reaching Out

Walnut Hill Church’s Backpack Ministry and Community Fund donations go towards 
supplying some of Lexington’s elementary school children with food, financial 
assistance with field trips and, as in Benjamin’s case, sometimes a bike!

By the Numbers 
Walnut Hill has made significant 
contributions to a number of  
worthy causes. See below for just 
some of  our impressive donations 
and gifts.

UKRAINE CRISIS
Total Donated as of  5/15/22: 

$15,626

ONE GREAT HOUR 
OF SHARING 2022

Donations used for hunger and 
disaster relief, regugee ministry, 

and community development

$592.86

BACKPACK MINISTRY
Total Donated since 1/1/22:

$2,300.80

Total Number of  Backpacks 
Donated during the 2021-22 

School Year:

1,564

More Good Deeds
Walnut Hill Church took part in 
Lexington’s Sandwich Ministry 
where volunteers prepare meals 
for overnight guests at the 
Catholic Action Center homeless 
shelter. Recent “Sandwich 
Ministers” included the Walnut 
Hill Youth in April and Mrs. Julia 
Snow in May.

WHC member John Ragland has 
been instrumental in our response 
to the Ukraine Crisis. Thank you 
to John for his enthusiasm and 
encouragement in this mission, 
which has lead to over $15,000 in 
donations to the Church World 
Service to date.

Page 6 Page 7



Topics inYouth 
Ministry 
June 2022
By Amanda Schmoll, Director of  
Youth Ministry, WHC

This summer, WHC youth will 
embark on learning about the 
Armor of  God. We will learn that 
God has given us tools to help us 
to have faith. We will learn how 
to be strong in the Lord and in 
his strength and His might. We 
will also learn about how God 
has given us a secret weapon—

prayer—and how to apply this 
in our lives. Our discussions will 
revolve around how we can apply 
the tools that God has given us in 
the following areas of  our lives: 
our emotions, mind, family and 
friends, dreams, and the future. 
This is surely to be an exciting 
study this summer for the youth.

We would like to congratulate our 
May/June high school graduates:  
Isabella Batz, Lilah Bloomfield, 
Andrew Dillon, Eli Horman, 
Jon Henry Prewitt, and Corinne 
Sharrard. We are so proud of  you 
and and hope you will come back 
to visit us whenever you are near!

WHC Youth

Isabella Batz is heading to Morehead State for pre-vet studies.

Lilah Bloomfield will attend UK in the fall.

Andrew Dillon will be attending EKU this fall.

Eli Horman hopes to attend the KY Welding Institute in the new year after
 which his goal is to serve in the United States Navy.

Jon Henry Prewitt plans to take a gap year to work and then may attend
 Florida Southern College in the fall of 2023.

Corinne Sharrard plans to attend the University of Louisville this fall to study 
Bioengineering and Spanish.

WHC would like to send a SPECIAL 
CONGRATULATIONS  to our high school graduates!
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Real Leadership:
Kathryn McMahan 
Raises Money for 
Ukraine 
In late February, as Russia began 
its attacks on Ukraine, Kathryn 
McMahan learned that one of  her 
good friends at school had family 
in the small, besieged country. 
Kathryn took this to heart; 
according to her mother, Sarah, 
“As I was tucking her in one night 
[Kathryn] asked me about what 
was happening [in Ukraine] and 
why it was happening. She could 
not wrap her mind around it and 
kept saying, ‘If  I ever meet Putin, 
I’m going to give him a piece 
of  my mind!’ She has been very 
interested in Anne Frank this 
whole school year and her mind 
seemed to be making a connection 
that the horrors of  war are 
not just something in a book, 
but actually happen in today’s 
world.” 

With these thoughts in mind, 
Kathryn went to work. Using 
beads she was given at Christmas, 
she made a variety of  bracelets 
and necklaces with inspirational 
words like “Brave” and “Love” 
into sets. As Sarah reports, 
“Next, she literally just put a 
table in our driveway and started 
selling [her handmade jewelry] to 
people out walking.” 

Kathryn eventually decided 
she wanted to give the money 
she raised to the Ukraine Crisis 
Fund at Walnut Hill Church. 
She combined her proceeds from 
selling her bracelets and necklaces 
with all the allowance money 
she had saved and donated it to 
WHC. In total, she has given $71.

Kathryn’s donation, and all 
others from Walnut Hill Church, 
go directly to the Ukraine Crisis 
Response Fund organized by the 
Church World Service (CWS). As 
stated on their website, “CWS 
established the Ukraine Crisis 
Response Fund to address the 
unique needs of  Ukrainians 

displaced by Russia’s invasion. We 
will respond in the neighboring 
country of  Moldova, where nearly 
100,000 Ukrainian refugees 
are living with host families or 
staying in hotels, apartments 
and shelters. In order to meet 
immediate needs, we will support 
partners on the ground as they 
offer shelter to Ukrainian refugees 
and distribute food, hygiene items 
and school supplies.”

Luckily for Walnut Hill Church 
and the Church World Service, 
wonderful people like Kathryn 
McMahan are leading the way to 
help others, though they are half  
a world away.

When asked why she decided to raise money for Ukraine, Kathryn McMahan simply 
stated, “I heard there were children and families suffering and I wanted to help.”
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Upcoming Events

Congregational
Meeting

June 26, 2022
After Worship
Sanctuary
A meeting of  the Congregation 
of  Walnut Hill Church has 
been called for Sunday, June 26, 
immediately following morning 
worship.  

The purpose for this meeting is 
to end the pastoral relationship 
between Michael L. Ward 
and Walnut Hill Church, 
effective June 30, 2022. This 
congregational action is required 
in order for the position of  
Walnut Hill’s Pastor to be 
officially declared open, and 
it corresponds with a similar 
congregational meeting that 
was held in 2001 at which the 
Rev. Ward was elected to fill the 
position.

This will be the only business 
conducted at the June 26 meeting.  
All Members and Friends 
of  Walnut Hill Church are 
encouraged to attend. 

Church Lawn 
Party

June 26, 2022
Noon
The Grounds of WHC
Join WHC as our Church Family 
gathers on the lawn for fun, food 
and festivities to celebrate Pastor 
Mike Ward and his wife Barbara 
Waldmann-Ward for their twenty-
one years of  service at Walnut 
Hill Church. 

Refreshments will include hot 
dogs, hamburgers, and fries 
provided by “Boonedogs” Food 
Truck as well as cold drinks. 
Church members and friends are 
encouraged to sign up to bring 
a salad or dessert to share with 
guests by contacting Ginger 
Martin or administrative assistant 
Jessica Waldmann at office@
walnuthillchurchky.org. 

There are a wide variety of  ways 
to contribute and be involved 
in this celebration for Mike and 
Barb. Please feel free to contact 
Beth Hilliard or any member of  
the Vestry for more information 
or inquire when you RSVP via 
email by June 19.  

This will be a wonderful time for 
us all to come together.

Transition 
Summer:

Sunday 
Conversations 
from Week to Week
The Sunday Conversation hour 
(10am) will be scheduling topics 
on a weekly basis as the summer 
begins. We are remaining flexible 
as might be useful for Transition 
related conversations. Other 
topics will be on a week by week 
basis for now. Watch the weekly 
emails and/or our WHC Facebook 
and Instagram pages for details 
regarding Sunday Conversations.
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Ecumenical News

News around 
Town
• The Rt Rev Mark Van 

Koevering was “seated” 
as the 8th Bishop of  
Lexington on Sunday, 
June 5, at a service held at 
Christ Church Cathedral.  
While “Bishop Mark” has 
been functioning in this 
capacity for some time, 
his formal “seating” was 
delayed till this time due 
to the COVID pandemic.   

• The Presbytery of  
Transylvania is in the 
process of  launching 
a “new worshiping 

community” in 
Nicholasville.  Using 
sale proceeds from the 
former Nicholasville 
Presbyterian Church, the 
new community will be a 
downtown “urban village 
ministry,” providing 
a gathering place and 
programs for Nicholasville 
residents often overlooked 
in more traditional new 
church starts.

• Church World Service 
has been named the 2022 
National VOAD Member 
of  the Year. VOAD is a 
coalition of  70+ of  the 
nation’s most reputable 
volunteer-based disaster 
response organizations. 

CWS President/CEO 
Rick Santos remarked:          
“This past year has 
brought cascading crises… 
Together with partners 
across the country we 
welcomed refugees to new 
homes, assisted persons 
impacted by the deadly 
tornadoes in Kentucky, 
and supported long term 
recovery groups in several 
states who are making 
their neighborhoods 
stronger and more 
resilient. This award 
means so much to us and 
to our many partners, 
whose great compassion 
and generosity make this 
work possible.”
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Walnut Hill Church
575 Walnut Hill Road
Lexington, KY 40515

Walnut Hill Church

Morning Worship
Sundays at 11am

Sanctuary

Nursery Care and 
Sunday School

Sundays at 11am
Trinity Hall

Youth Gatherings
Watch for future  

 scheduling

Please visit our website at walnuthillchurchky.org for more information.
If  you have news or photos for future issues of  “On the Hilltop,” please send them to 

office@walnuthillchurchky.org.


