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 Easter is just around the corner (Apr 17), and this year the message of the season is much needed, name-
ly the message of resurrection, the victory of life over death, love over hate, hope over despair.  As the events of 
Good Friday remind us, the message of resurrection is not a matter of wishful thinking or naïve optimism.  
Easter takes full account of the real struggles, sufferings and losses of life in this world, declaring that love and 
life endure, transform and transcend those real struggles, sufferings and losses. 
 Consider the pandemic, from which much of the world is now emerging (at least for the moment).  We 
are mindful of the losses of life and livelihood experienced by many nations, communities, families and indi-
viduals.  There have been times along the way when the whole world seemed entombed by the coronavirus and 
its ripple effects.  As difficult as it has been, and continues to be, many have come away from the experience 
with a new, and humbling, appreciation for the interconnected nature of life on this planet.  To a post-pandemic 
world, Easter offers a renewed invitation to life as a human family. 
 Meanwhile, consider the war in Ukraine, still raging at the time of this writing and likely for some time 
to come.  To the people of Ukraine, it must seem like Good Friday, namely a crucifixion, and in some ways it is.  
The same can be said of the violence experienced by other peoples around the world. In fact, any act of violence 
against another is a crucifixion, not only of the immediate victim(s), but of humanity as well, and we might 
even say a renewed crucifixion of the Christ.  Today, for the people of Ukraine, the Easter message is one of 
hope in the current struggle, the hope of life beyond the death that surrounds them. 
 Closer to home are persons recovering from recent tornadoes in western Kentucky who wonder how 
their communities will possibly “come back” after such devastation.  And, of course, there are our individual 
households and lives.  Each and every one of us have experienced losses, some known only to us. Easter does 
not promise a return to “normal,” as in the way things were, but rather the promise that even after whatever we 
have experienced, life continues and with it the call to live and love in the spirit of the Risen Christ. 
 After the trauma of Good Friday and the silence of Holy Saturday, the good news of Easter, “Christ is 
risen,” was both bewildering and enlivening for the disciples.  Life would never be the same as it was when Je-
sus walked the roads of Palestine with them, but now the Risen Christ walked within and among them.  So too, 
after all we have experienced over these recent months and years, life will never be the same, but the Risen 
Christ is and will be with us, and that makes life not only possible, but also joyful! 
        Peace,    
        Mike Ward 



MASKS OPTIONAL 
Masks are now optional for persons attending ac-
tivities at Walnut Hill Church.  Please know that 
masks are always welcome and are available on site 
for anyone wishing to use one.  Future protocols will 
depend on future coronavirus cases, etc. 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
Our schedule for Holy Week includes… 
*Sun, Apr 10, Palm Sunday 
 -10am Conversation - Exploring Holy Week 
 -11am Morning Worship & Activities for Children 
-Noon - Easter Egg Hunt (rain date Easter Sunday) 
*Thu, Apr 14, Maundy Thursday 
-7pm - Evening Prayer and the Lord’s Supper 
*Sun, Apr 17, Easter Sunday 
-7am - Easter Sunrise Service (outdoors) 
-11am - Morning Worship & Activities for Children 
Watch weekly emails for details. 
Easter Lilies for the Sanctuary may be sponsored 
($20/plant).  Please let us know if your sponsorship 
is in memory/honor of someone special. 

CHILDREN/YOUTH MINISTRY 
Children/youth meet on Sundays, 11am, for lessons 
and activities.  Nursery care is available for infants/
toddlers.  Watch for information regarding youth fel-
lowship and service activities. Volunteers are need-
ed to help staff our Sunday programs. Contact 
Amanda Schmoll for program and volunteer details. 

WELCOME, JESSICA! 
We welcome Ms. Jessica Waldmann who recently 
began service as Walnut Hill Church Administrative 
Assistant.  Jessie’s work includes treasurer/office 
related duties, social media, and Vestry related tasks 
as her 10 hours/week allow.  Jessie can be reached 
by email at office@walnuthillchurchky.org.  

BACKPACK MINISTRY 
A “town hall” style meeting was recently held to dis-
cuss the future of the Backpack Ministry at Brenda 
Cowan Elementary School.  Those assembled identi-
fied the challenge of finding a location to house the 
supplies necessary to make the Backpack Ministry 

possible.  Numerous options were discussed includ-
ing the possibility of partnering with a neighboring 
congregation that might have such space available.  
Feel free to contact Margaret Wharton with your 
questions and ideas. 

UKRAINE CRISIS RESPONSE 
As of this writing Walnut Hill has sent over $3,500 
to assist persons displaced by the war in Ukraine.  
Our assistance is being sent through Church World 
Service, which has a long history of work with dis-
placed persons.  You may contribute toward this re-
sponse on Sunday mornings via check payable to 
Walnut Hill Church (memo: Ukraine), or you may 
contribute directly via www.cwsglobal.org.  At its 
recent meeting, the Vestry committed to “match” in-
dividual donations, up to a total of $5,000. 

NEWS… 
*The Rev. Dr. Jan Cottrell supplied the pulpit at 
Walnut Hill on March 20. 
*The Rev. Dr. Justin Reed, Prof of Hebrew Bible/
Old Testament at Louisville Seminary, visited Wal-
nut Hill on Mar. 27 to discuss the study, “Honor 
God’s Diversity,” of which he was a principal author. 
*Natalie and Bob Watt have been received as 
“Members” of Walnut Hill Church by transfer from 
1st Methodist Ch (Parkersburg, WV) and 1st Pres-
byterian Ch (Lexington) respectively. Natalie and 
Bob were already “Friends” of Walnut Hill. 
*The One Great Hour of Sharing continues during 
Lent. Bring your home collection box to Walnut Hill 
on Easter Sunday.  The OGHS supports global disas-
ter/hunger relief and community development.  
*A new HVAC system in the Sanctuary has been 
installed.  This project (approximately $18,000) was 
funded by proceeds from the Besse Barker Trust and 
other contributions to the Walnut Hill Building Fund. 
 *A Transition Committee is at work anticipating 
Mike Ward’s retirement in June. Serving are Lyle 
Hanna (Chair), Esther Livingston, Natalie Watt, 
Whitney Miller, John Wharton, Gip Downing, and 
Vice Warden Scott Steede.  Feel free to contact Lyle 
Hanna (859-221-4231) with your questions or 
thoughts about the transition process.
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