Walnut Hill Church

“An Ecumenical Congregation”

January 30, 2022

Dear Walnut Hill Members and Friends:

At the Vestry meeting on January 30, I announced my intention to retire from the position of
Pastor of Walnut Hill Church effective June 30, 2022. This announcement follows a lengthy
period of personal reflection leading to the conclusion that the time is right for me to make this
life transition. I know many of you have lived through similar transitions, and I am encouraged
by the examples you provide as I move through this significant moment in my life.

While this decision is focused primarily on personal considerations, I am aware that it will be an
occasion of transition for the congregation as well as for me. No doubt that transition will bring
some challenges, but I believe it will also bring opportunities to reimagine Walnut Hill’s ministry
for the future. Such reimagining is timely as we emerge from the pandemic and consider what
ministry will look like in the years ahead. 1 will make myself available to the Vestry in whatever
ways might be helpful to prepare for this congregational transition. Enclosed please find a letter
from Senior Warden Beth Hilliard providing some thoughts regarding the days ahead.

Between now and June 30 there will be plenty of work to do, both for me and for the
congregation. There will also be opportunity to offer reflections about our shared experience
over these past two decades. For now let me simply say that when I look back over forty years
of ministry, I count myself blessed to have served two welcoming and supportive congregations.
My longevity in both settings is a witness to that blessing. Thank you for your welcome and
your suppott.

Peace, ;

o

M_ike Ward
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Walnut Hill Church

“An Ecumenical Congregation”

January 30, 2022
Dear Walnut Hill Church Community:

Having just received Reverend Mike Ward’s retirement announcement enclosed, I feel certain you all will agree
that Mike has been such a beloved leader of our church, it is hard to fathom a future at Walnut Hill without him.
If you are like me, this may not be welcome news, but alas, Mike has decided the time to retire has arrived, and
we, as a congregation, must support that decision and wish him all the best.

As Senior Warden, I want to share the intention to manage the transition of Mike’s retirement and the
identification of his replacement to the best of the WHC’s ability. After two decades of serving us, Mike has
certainly left very big shoes to fill. This transition will be one that impacts us all, and therefore must involve us
all in some way.

Mike and I have consulted with both of WHC’s ecumenical partners, Bishop Mark Van Koevering representing
the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington, and General Presbyter Philip Lotspeich representing the Transylvania
Presbytery, and have received their pledge of support in this process. Having obtained their consultation, we
plan to create a Transition Committee to get us started on this journey to identify our next spiritual leader.

The Transition Committee will be charged with the following responsibilities and tasks:

-Identify and address tasks occasioned by Rev. Ward’s retirement;

-Meet with ecumenical partners for available resources, guidance, and other forms of support;

-Plan for immediate/short term transitional worship leadership, pastoral care, and administrative
management beginning July 1st; and

-Chart a course to secure mid to long term worship leadership, pastoral care, and administrative
leadership.

We are working now to identify members of this very important Transition Committee. We hope to have this
team in place as soon as possible in order to adequately prepare for Mike’s departure this summer. During this
transition period, there will very likely be several other ways for those willing and able to contribute. If you find
that you have an interest in serving WHC during this process, please contact me by phone (859-312-8370) or by
email (bethricehilliard@gmail.com). There will very likely be several ways over this transition period for those
willing and able to contribute.

In the meantime, please join me in celebrating Mike’s decision to bring his ministry to conclusion and move
toward what we hope will be a joyful retirement. He has certainly earned it and deserves it.

Sincerely,

Beth Hilliard
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