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 It’s a new year, 2022, though in many respects the new year seems a lot like the old year including 
COVID surges, face mask requirements, political partisanship and the like. Even so, this year is, and will be, 
different from last year if for no other reason than we are different.  The experiences we have shared over this 
past year, as well as those unique to us as individuals, create the possibility that we might respond to familiar 
situations in new ways, so that we aren’t simply going around in circles. 
 The church calendar offers something of an analogy.  Each year we move through the same seasons 
(Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and Ordinary Time).  Sometimes the church calendar is 
visually presented as a circle, but other times it is more appropriately presented as a spiral, along which the 
church travels in the direction of the Kingdom of God, the Beloved Community, God’s intention for all creation.   
 I am reminded of the spiritual, “Climbing Jacob’s Ladder,”  in which the call is not simply to endure the 
seemingly endless suffering of slavery, but rather to move forward/higher in the midst of it, overcoming and 
transcending the circumstances of one’s life.  As the lyrics have it, “Every round goes higher, higher…” 
 We can bring these ideas to bear in the ongoing challenges of our lives and times. For example, the 
current COVID surge, so wearingly familiar in many respects, finds us with a year’s worth of experiences and 
new tools to live through it.  We know a lot more than we did a year ago and can bring that knowledge to good 
use for ourselves and others.  Hopefully our patience with and compassion for our neighbors will help us put 
our experience to use for maximum benefit as we move through this latest phase of the pandemic. 
 The same applies in our personal lives. No doubt each year, each day, presents us with circumstances, 
situations and encounters that are familiar to us.   We are not fated to simply repeat dysfunctional responses and 
unhealthy patterns from the past.  It’s simply a matter of stepping back in the moment and asking, “What did I 
learn from the last time this happened?” and “How might I respond more positively this time?”   
 It’s not magic, but this kind of reflection can make a difference.  After all, the God in whom we live, 
move, and have our being is the Author of new life and new possibilities.  As the prophet declared to a people 
stuck in a generation of exile, “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to 
do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isa 43).   
 So remember:  Even if the new year looks a lot like the old year, or today looks a lot like yesterday, this 
year, this day, is full of new possibility if we can see and seize it! 
        Peace,  
        Mike Ward 



SUNDAY WORSHIP - 11AM 
Due to the current COVID surge we require masks 
for all persons attending, and we continue to use a 
simple order of service.  Thanks to Chris Bohmer 
and David Sharrard we also continue to live stream 
our Sunday service via the church Facebook page.  
You can access the online service in real time, or 
anytime after it is initially posted.  

CHILDREN/YOUTH MINISTRY 
Children/youth meet on Sundays, 11am, for lessons 
and conversations.  Nursery care is available for 
infants/toddlers.  Watch for information regarding 
youth fellowship and service activities. Volunteers 
are needed for the elementary class.  Special thanks 
to all our Sunday morning volunteers. Contact 
Amanda Schmoll for program and volunteer details. 

“SOUPER BOWL 2022” 
“Souper Bowl 2022” is scheduled for Sun, Feb 13, 
the same date as the NFL Super Bowl.  The “Souper 
Bowl” is a festive occasion to enjoy delicious soups 
from Walnut Hill chefs and make a donation to 
support God’s Pantry Food Bank. Contact Amanda 
Schmoll to volunteer as a “soup chef.”  This event is 
sponsored by the Walnut Hill youth. 

SEEKING ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Walnut Hill is seeking an Administrative Assistant to 
work part time (10hrs/week) assisting with various 
office and treasurer functions.  This is a mostly 
“remote” position.  For more information and/or to 
refer a candidate, contact Mike Ward.  

WALNUT HILL REACHING OUT 
*2021-2022 Backpack Ministry - You can help 
with.. Backpack Assembly - Sun, Feb 6, 1:30pm - 
Volunteers are needed to help assemble 150-200 
backpacks.  This task requires about one hour.  Visit 
the sign-up sheet in the Sanctuary foyer to volunteer. 
Thanks to Steve and Violet Barnes, Esther 
Livingston, Kendra Rogers, and Julia Snow for 
serving as our assembly team in January. 
*Sandwich Ministry -  Thanks to the Mandy 
Stiers-Feck and family for their service on Dec. 26  

Visit the sign up sheet in the Sanctuary foyer to 
volunteer for the Sandwich Ministry on 4th Sundays. 
*Thanks to your generosity Walnut Hill recently… 
…provided Christmas gifts for 10 children referred 
by the Nathaniel Mission, as well as gift bag items 
for others in the Mission neighborhood. 
…sent $6,000 to support relief efforts for those 
affected by tornadoes in western Kentucky. 
…sent $2,000 to the Salvation Army to support its 
ministry with homeless families. 

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT UPDATE 
Walnut Hill is in conversation with Kentucky 
Refugee Ministries regarding our commitment to be 
a “Welcome Team” for an incoming Afghan 
household.  We began this effort in September, and 
the congregation has been generous in the pledge of 
furnishings and financial contributions.  Our initial 
family pairing has met with several delays, so we are 
exploring other options for using donated items and 
dollars.  Thank you for your patience with this 
process, and thanks again for your generosity, which 
will be put to good purpose.  Watch for news! 

NEWS… 
*Joan C. Thomasson, a member of Walnut Hill 
Church, departed this life on Nov 9, 2021. 
*John C. Cavendish, Pastor-Emeritus of Walnut 
Hill Church, departed this life on Dec 2, 2021.  
Services at St. Hubert’s Episcopal Church and burial 
at Walnut Hill Church were on Dec 7. 
*Dorothy L. Honaker, a member of Walnut Hill 
Church, departed this life on Dec 13, 2021.  Services 
and burial at Lexington Cemetery were on Dec 18. 
*The 2022 Walnut Hill Church Vestry begins its 
work this month.  Serving on the 2022 Vestry are: 
Beth Hilliard (Sr. Warden), Scott Steede (Vice-
Warden), Steve Barnes, Brian Gillispie, Elaine 
Horn, Mary Jane Wenke, Ron Johnston 
(Treasurer) and Cory Sharrard (Clerk).  
*2021 Giving Statements will be available later this 
month.  Please contact the church office if you have 
not received your giving statement by the end of 
January.  Thanks to all who supported Walnut Hill 
Church in 2021!


