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SEPTEMBER 1, 2021 
 Well, it’s been quite a summer!  We celebrate completion of the driveway/parking area 
renovation.  There is some finish work remaining at the time of this writing, as well as some 
plan details that await future funding, but we now have the basic infrastructure in place to serve 
the coming/going of the congregation and community for years to come.  Thanks to all who 
helped to make this work possible by their contributions, time, and patience! 
  Meanwhile, the coronavirus continues to complicate our lives.  Above all, we want to 
maintain a safe environment for persons who attend worship and other activities at Walnut Hill. 
We will take advantage of our beautiful grounds to worship and fellowship outside as weather 
permits for the next several weeks (see details below) with hopes that the current COVID surge 
will subside as more persons are vaccinated in our neighborhood and nation.  We pray for 
medical providers and community leaders who are helping us get through this difficult time.  
 We have begun another year of Backpack Ministry and are seeking the hands-on 
involvement of individuals/households to help us fulfill our commitment to the students at 
Brenda Cowan Elementary School.  Check out the article below for two new ways you can be 
part of this important ministry, which can make a big difference in a child’s life. 
 Thinking of school reminds us of the teaching and learning that are essential to a healthy 
community of faith.  We are grateful for persons who have volunteered (some multiple times) to 
help in the nurturing of the congregation’s children, as well as for our church staff (Amanda, 
Jacqueline, Meredith, and Julie) who make sure that our children and youth are welcomed, safe, 
and encouraged each Sunday morning.  Learning doesn’t end with our childhood, of course, but 
continues throughout our lives.  With that in mind, check out a new opportunity to grow in faith 
via the Follow Me program for adults. 
 I doubt anyone would say that things are back to normal at Walnut Hill, in Kentucky, or 
in the world.  Even so, the opportunities and calling to worship, fellowship, and service are 
ongoing.  You are invited to be part of it. 
       Peace,  
       Mike Ward 



YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT NEEDED… 
The Treasurer reports that contributions and 
offerings for July/August are significantly down 
from the same period last year.  This may be the 
result of COVID, summer travel, or other reasons.  
Your regular contributions are essential to Walnut 
Hill’s life and ministry. Contributions may be  
brought to worship on Sundays, mailed to the church 
(575 Walnut Hill Rd, Lexington, KY 40515) or made 
online at walnuthillchurchky.org.  Contact Ron 
Johnston if you have questions regarding church 
finances and/or your giving. Thanks in advance for 
your support!  

SUNDAY WORSHIP OUTDOORS 
Beginning Sunday, September 5, worship moves 
outdoors on the church lawn.  Bring a lawn chair or 
blanket for your use.  Masks are encouraged, but 
optional, for all persons.  In the event of inclement 
weather, the service will be indoors where masks 
will be mandatory for all persons.  Watch the weekly 
emails, or phone the church office, for updates 
regarding Sunday worship and other activities.  

“BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC” 
In lieu of our traditional fall potluck, bring your own 
picnic to enjoy on the church grounds after worship 
on Sunday, September 19.  Your picnic can be a 
simple sandwich or more elaborate as you wish.  In 
case of rain, the picnic will be cancelled. 

CHILDREN/YOUTH MINISTRY 
Children/youth meet on Sundays, 11am, for lessons 
and conversations.  Nursery care is available for 
infants/toddlers.  Watch for information regarding 
fellowship and service activities for youth. 
Volunteers are needed for the elementary age class.  
Special thanks to Elaine Horn and Natalie Watt for 
their service in August.  Contact Amanda Schmoll 
for information on volunteering. 

WALNUT HILL REACHING OUT 
2021-2022 Backpack Ministry - You can help with.. 
*Backpack Assembly - 1st Sundays, 1:30pm - Up 
to 6 volunteers are needed to help assemble 150-200 

backpacks.  This task requires about one hour.  Visit 
the sign-up sheet in the Sanctuary foyer to volunteer. 
*Backpack Staging - Volunteers (1or2) are needed 
weekly to move backpacks from the assembly area 
to the pick-up area.  Requires less than 15 minutes.  
Contact Margaret (859-240-6847) to volunteer. 

***** 
Sandwich Ministry -  Thanks to Cub Scout Den 
1221 and to the Böhmers for serving in July and 
August respectively. 
Community Fund-$250 disbursements to Nathaniel 
Mission (local ministry) and Carlisle Presby Church 
(community flooding), $500 to Church World 
Service (US storms/flooding), and $360 to Episcopal 
Relief and Development (Haiti Earthquake). 
Walnut Hill will sponsor ($35) any WHC Member/
Friend participating in the Lexington CROP Walk 
(10/03) to support hunger relief and awareness. 
Refugee Sponsorship - We are currently exploring 
possible support of incoming Afghani refugees. 

THE WALNUT HILL BIKE RIDE 
The Walnut Hill Bike Ride returns on October 23!  
The Planning Team is working on event details, 
including the all-important brunch food for the 
hungry cyclists.  Visit the sign up sheet in the 
Sanctuary foyer if you would like to bring a brunch 
item, or two.  Julie Swim is the event coordinator. 

NEWS… 
…Meghan Talley, Program Director at the 
Nathaniel Mission, will visit Walnut Hill on Sep 12, 
10am, to talk with us about the Mission’s ministry 
during the pandemic and beyond. 
…The Walnut Hill Cemetery Association will hold 
its annual meeting at Walnut Hill on Sunday, 
September 12, Noon. 

“FOLLOW ME” 
“Follow Me” is an adult faith formation opportunity 
focusing on practices (worship, prayer, hospitality, 
etc) used/taught by Jesus.  Participants receive a 
workbook for individual study and an invitation to 
group conversation.  Check the Sanctuary foyer for 
more information and/or to register. 

http://walnuthillchurchky.org

