
WALNUT HILL CHURCH 
RESOURCES FOR HOME WORSHIP AND STUDY 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

In the pages that follow you will find five resources.  Please adapt and use them as 
might be helpful for you and/or your household… 
…the order of Morning Worship being used for our Facebook, 11am, service on 
Sunday, January 10. 
…a transcript of the sermon for Sunday, January 10, A Divine Embrace 
…Text Traditions Regarding Jesus’ Baptism for individual/household reflection. 
…an introduction to Baptism at Walnut Hill Church 
…Ideas for Families including a children’s lesson on the baptism of Jesus. 

If you do not have a Bible handy, you can visit www.bible.oremus.org and search 
the lessons in question. 

!  

http://www.bible.oremus.org


MORNING PRAYER 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

GREETINGS AND WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

OPENING SENTENCES & PRAYER  (from Psalm 29) 

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord, the glory of God’s name; 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
Your voice thunders over the waters, O Lord, evoking flames of fire, shaking the 
wilderness.  All declare your glory.  Even in glory, you attend to the needs of your 
people, giving strength and blessing all with peace.  Thanks be you, O Lord.  
Amen. 

SONG 

SCRIPTURE - Mark 1:4-11 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. People from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the laces of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. Just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You 
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  

HOMILY  



REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
(see the sermon transcript for the reaffirmation liturgy) 

SONG 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (adapted from When We Gather) 
  
The Lord be with you,  
and also with you. 
Let us pray…God of all creation, whose voice brings light out of darkness and 
shape to the void of the universe or an individual life:  We thank you for visiting us 
with your divine embrace, addressing us as your beloved daughters and sons. We 
can look to you in our times of need, rely on you to drive away doubt, depend on 
you to judge justly, and live in hope for peace. 
There are those among us, and sometimes we ourselves, whose hearts are filled 
with uncertainty and fear, particularly in these days of pandemic and political 
unrest.  We are reminded of how vulnerable we are as individuals and as a nation. 
Give us wisdom and courage in this time not simply to protect ourselves, but to 
seek the peace and well-being of all people. 
Make this day, whatever it brings, and everyday, a celebration of our baptism.  Fill 
us anew with your Spirit. Cleanse us of any sin or guilt that might separate us from 
you or from our neighbors.  Send us forth into a troubled world proclaiming good 
news, in the spirit of Jesus who taught us to pray saying…Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
May the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be and remain 
with us always. 
Amen. 

POSTLUDE 



THE DIVINE EMBRACE 
Mark 1:4-11 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Michael L. Ward 

  “Have you hugged your child today?”   I suspect that with the events of this 
week, we might be hugging our children and others close to us more than usual, 
and that would be a good thing.  But this week’s events notwithstanding, and we 
will come back to them in a moment, perhaps you remember from some years ago, 
a public service campaign for which our opening question was the slogan. I can not 
remember how many years ago it was nor who was behind it, but I do remember 
the slogan, seeing it on some bumper stickers and other media sufficiently that it 
stuck with me.  

 I suppose the notion was/is that for a child a hug, an embrace, is a sort of 
primal and powerful affirmation of life, personhood, and place. Granted, if 
unsupported by other signs of affirmation, an embrace can be rather hollow. 
Nonetheless, if offered in the context of a generally affirming environment, a 
morning embrace, for instance, can go a long way to ground, strengthen, and 
empower a child as she moves through whatever experiences a given day might 
hold, not sheltering her in some magical sense, but rather placing the child in the 
best possible state of mind and being from which to live, whether the events of her 
day be happy or sad, easy or difficult. So, “Have you hugged your child today?” 

 My mentioning this question might seem like a blast from the past, and 
might also evoke some self-doubt, particularly for those among us whose children 
are grown.  Did we hug them enough? Moreover, the question/slogan takes on a 
kind of new relevance these days, even prior to this week, in the midst of our 
Covid-experience, particularly the social distancing that has prevented many 
family members of various ages from sharing embraces that are so much a part, 
and up until recently an assumed part, of our our family/human experience.  

 Well, that old slogan, with its new relevance, occurred to me as I reflected 
on this morning’s gospel lesson, that at least one aspect of the baptism of the Lord 
might be its symbolism of a divine embrace of Jesus at the dawn of the day which 
became his public life. This is particularly so as the story comes to us from Mark. 
Mark does not address the more formal theological questions that troubled the 
early church regarding Jesus’ baptism. Nor does he engage in the kind of legend 
and myth making of his later gospel colleagues.  For Mark, Jesus’ baptism 



experience was very much intra-personal. As we read in the narrative, Jesus saw 
the heavens open and the Spirit descending. Jesus heard a voice, “You are my 
beloved son.”  There is no indication, and it seems for Mark no interest, as to what 
others might have seen and heard, for this embrace was intended for Jesus. 
It served to affirm his identity as the beloved child of God, being offered at the 
dawn of the day of his calling as the Christ. And what an extraordinary “day” that 
calling was, filled with friends, strangers, enemies; moments of triumph in which 
people were healed of threatening ailments or filled with bread whose source they 
could not discern; moments of confrontation with institutions and individuals 
threatened by the good news Jesus proclaimed; moments of doubt, some voiced by 
others, but also voiced within himself; moments of aloneness as when Jesus cried 
out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.” Even in that apparent God-
forsaken moment, as in the many events preceding and leading to it, I hope for 
Jesus, and expect, that he never forgot the divine voice with which he began his 
ministry, such that at the end it would not be wishful thinking, not even hope, but 
sure knowledge, that even then he could say, “I am the beloved son of God, and the 
Spirit of my Father is still with me.” Such was the power of the divine embrace 
received by Jesus in the Jordan River on the day of his baptism. 

 The baptism of Jesus was certainly different than our baptism in many 
respects, even as Jesus’ life was different than ours in many ways, but in one 
respect there is commonality, namely, that whatever our baptism might mean 
ecclesiastically or theologically, it is a sign of the divine embrace of us offered at 
the time of our birth, or at the time our uniting into the family of God. It is an 
occasion of sending us on our way into the day which is our life fully aware of our 
identity as beloved children of God, fully aware of the presence of God’s Spirit 
with us always. Granted, as we move away in time from that divine embrace and 
experience all the stuff of life, including pandemics and social unrest, our memory 
of God’s embrace might fade and with it perhaps our awareness of who we are as 
God’s beloved daughters and sons. That is why it is so important for us to remind 
each other of that identity by our mutual embracing, by our caring, by our words, 
by our thoughts, for these expressions serve like the environment of care that gives 
both substance and lastingness to a parent’s embrace of her child. 

 While the baptism of Jesus seems far removed from the 2020/21 pandemic 
or this week’s events at the Capitol, or the more personal challenges confronting 
each of us, our baptism is not so far removed from them, for we are living these 
events as baptized daughters and sons of God.  Our baptism does not shield us 
from the coronavirus, nor give us all the answers to the real challenges facing our 
nation, politically and otherwise.  Our baptism does, however, remind us of who 



we are as we live through these events.  We are children of God.  We are followers 
of Jesus.  Our baptismal identity reminds us of our calling to love our neighbors as 
ourselves, to seek peace for all persons, to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly, all qualities desperately needed these days in both our personal and public 
lives.  And more than this, like a parent readying her child for a difficult day, our 
baptism is God’s embrace and God’s word spoken to us, “Remember, you are my 
beloved daughter, my beloved son. Whatever happens, I am delighted by you, and I 
am with you.”  

 If, for whatever reason, we have forgotten God’s embrace, there is 
opportunity to remember it today, to remember our baptism, and to experience the 
divine embrace once more.  In that spirit, I invite you to remember your baptism, 
which you can do anywhere, anytime.  

 For our purposes today, imagine yourself standing near the baptismal font at 
Walnut Hill or some other sanctuary or place you associate with baptism. Imagine 
water poured into the font as the celebrant speaks… 

 My friends, these are the waters of baptism, which have existed since the 
foundation of the world.  Through these waters the Israelites passed as on dry land.  
Into these waters Jesus waded and was immersed.  In these waters you were 
baptized many or few years ago, or perhaps will be at some time to come. 

 Let us pray…We give you thanks, generous God, Father and Mother of all, 
for the gift of water by which you nourish and sustain all living things. 

 We give you thanks for the waters of Creation’s birth.  Over them the Spirit 
hovered, bringing forth life in all its fulness.  We bless you for the waters of Jesus’ 
baptism in which he was anointed as the Christ.  We give you thanks for the gift of 
baptism as we have received it.  In this water we became one with Jesus and were 
received into Christ’s community, the Church. 

 Pour out your Spirit, as you did upon the deep, and as you did upon the 
Christ, that as we were clothed with Christ through the waters of baptism, we 
might hear your words to us anew, “You are my beloved child, in you I am well 
pleased.”  Amen. 

 Sisters and bothers, all who desire renewal this day, whether baptized as a 
child or adult, I invite you to reaffirm your baptismal covenant. 



 In baptism, you were bound to the history of this Earth from the days of the 
primeval deep to today.  Do you acknowledge your oneness with the Creation, in 
all its glory and tragedy, in all its brokenness and hope, as embodied in this water?  
I do. 

 In baptism was declared your dependance upon the life giving nature of 
God.  Do you still today acknowledge your dependence upon the life of God as 
embodied in this water, which cleanses us, quenches our thirst, and of which we 
are made?  I do. 

 In baptism, you were called to follow in the steps of Christ, offering drink to 
the thirsty, food to the hungry, hope to the hopeless. Do you accept that calling still 
today?  I do. 

(Water is lifted and allowed to splash into the font.) 

 Remember your baptism and be thankful. In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

(In lieu of anointing, you are invited to make the sign of the cross across your 
chest, a reminder that with baptism comes the calling to carry the cross of Jesus as 
your own.) 

 As Jesus rose up from the water, so, my friends, go forth from these waters 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and be reminded that in all your coming and going, 
whatever the day might bring, you are a beloved child of God. 

 And may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  Amen. 



Text Traditions Regarding the Baptism of the Lord 
(dating suggested by John Dominic Crossan) 

Introduction - According to the New Testament scholar, John Dominic Crossan, 
Jesus’  baptism by John in the Jordan River is one of the surest things we know 
about him.  While we likely learned the story of Jesus’ baptism as one among many 
stories about him, for the early Christian community, the baptism of Jesus by John 
posed several theological questions and problems including… 
…If Jesus was sinless, why should he need to receive a rite that was understood to 
be for “the forgiveness of sins?” 
…If Jesus was the greater of the two persons, why would John be baptizing Jesus? 
Should it not have been the other way around? 
…When did Jesus become the “Son of God,” at his birth or at his baptism? 
This history of early Christian writings reveals both the questions/problems posed 
by the event, as well as the various approaches to answering/solving them, 
revealing that the early Christian community was of varying opinions. How would 
you answer/solve them? 

***** 

Gospel of the Hebrews (50s C.E., Egypt) 
1The whole fountain of the holy spirit comes down on him. For the Lord is the 
spirit and where the spirit is, there is freedom.  
2And it happened that when the Lord came up out of the water, the whole fountain 
of the holy spirit came down on him and rested on him. 3It said to him, “My Son, I 
was waiting for you in all the prophets, waiting for you to come so I could rest in 
you. 4For you are my rest; you are my first-begotten Son who rules forever.” 

Canonical Synoptic Gospels  (70s – 90s C.E.) 
Mark 1:9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice 
came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."  

Matthew 3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized 
by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?" 15 But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is 
proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. 16 And 
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 



and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased."  

Luke 3:21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
"You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

Gospel of the Nazareans  (c. 150 C.E., Syria) 
1The mother of the Lord and his brothers said to him, “John the Baptist baptized 
for the forgiveness of sins. Let’s go and get baptized by him.” 2But he said to 
them, “How have I sinned? So why should I go and get baptized by him? Only if I 
don’t know what I’m talking about.”  

Gospel of the Ebionites  (c. 150 C.E.) 
1When the people were baptized, Jesus also came and got baptized by John. 2As 
he came up out of the water, the skies opened and he saw the holy spirit in the form 
of a dove coming down and entering him. 3And there was a voice from the sky that 
said, “You are my favored son—I fully approve of you.” 4And again, “Today I 
have become your father.”  
5And right away a bright light illuminated the place. When John saw this, he said 
to him, “Who are you?” 6And again a voice from the sky said to him, “This is my 
favored son—I fully approve of him.”  
7John knelt down in front of him and said, “Please, Lord, you baptize me.”  
8But he stopped him and said, “It’s all right. This is the way everything is 
supposed to be fulfilled.” 

Gospel of John  (120-150 C.E.) 
1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 
'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.' 31 I 
myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he 
might be revealed to Israel." 32 And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, 
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34 And I 
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God." 



Ignatius  (c. 110, Asia Minor) 
(Smyrna text)I glorify God, even Jesus Christ, who has given you such wisdom. 
For I have observed that ye are perfected in an immoveable faith, as if ye were 
nailed to the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, both in the flesh and in the spirit, and 
are established in love through the blood of Christ, being fully persuaded with 
respect to our Lord, that He was truly of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
and the Son of God according to the will and power of God; that He was truly born 
of a virgin, was baptized by John, in order that all righteousness might be fulfilled 
by Him; and was truly, under Pontius Pilate and Herod the tetrarch, nailed [to the 
cross] for us in His flesh. Of this fruit we are by His divinely-blessed passion, that 
He might set up a standard s for all ages, through His resurrection, to all His holy 
and faithful [followers], whether among Jews or Gentiles, in the one body of His 
Church.  

A Muslim Text 
/53/ John and Jesus met and John said, "Ask God's forgiveness for me, for you are 
better than me." Jesus replied: "You are better than me. I pronounced peace upon 
myself, whereas God pronounced peace upon you." God recognized the merit of 
them both. [mid-ninth century] 

Crossan’s Theory of Tradition Development  (from top to bottom, oldest to latest) 
GHeb 2 
Mark 1:9-11  
Luke 3:21-22  
Matt 3:13-17  
GEbi 4  
GNaz 2  
John 1:(29-)32-34 

Sources: 
Jesus Data Base  (http://www.faithfutures.org/JDB/jdb058.html) 
The Historical Jesus, John Dominic Crossan 
  



Baptism at Walnut Hill Church 

The Sunday of the Baptism of the Lord has traditionally been an occasion to 
remember one’s own baptism, to think about its meanings on its ongoing 
importance in one’s life.  It is also an occasion to consider the possibility of 
baptism for one’s self and/or one’s children. In that spirit, it might be useful to 
share some general information about baptism at Walnut Hill. 

Some Basic Meanings:  Baptism is a sacrament of the Christian Church.  The 
word "sacrament" describes the use of an action, in this case the application of 
water, to communicate the good news of God's love for us. Baptism in particular is 
a sign of our inclusion in the family of God, and thus it can be administered to 
infants/children (presented by their parents or other guardians) or adults (who 
present themselves).  In the case of children, baptism places an emphasis on the 
grace-filled love of God, which calls us beloved children of God even before we 
are able to respond to that love. In the case of adults, baptism places an emphasis 
on the human decision to respond to God's love by entry into the church, the 
community of faith.  In either case, the love of God is the primary reality being 
communicated and experienced. 

Regarding Infant/Child Baptism: As mentioned above, in the case infants/
children, it is the parent/guardian who presents the child, claiming God's love for 
the child and announcing the parent's desire for that child to experience and, 
someday, respond to God's love.  This later response is ritualized in "confirmation" 
when young people (often teens) make their profession of faith. Thus, it is called 
the "confirmation of baptismal vows" made by a parent/guardian at the time of the 
child's baptism. Toward this end, it is expected that the parent will reaffirm his/her 
own faith in Jesus Christ (as a visible expression of divine love in the world) and 
promise to raise the baptized child to know and love God through trust in Christ. 
Such "raising" includes the ordinary experience of love between parent and child, 
by which we first experience love beyond ourselves, as well as specific teaching 
regarding the story of Jesus, and involvement in the faith community (the church). 
It is not required that both parents be Christian, but that at least one be so, and be 
willing to accept the responsibilities above. It is, of course, always desirable that 
both parents be agreeable to the sacrament and its implications, so that the 
sacrament and its follow up are not a source of conflict within the family. 

Regarding Adult Baptism:  Adult (and older youth) baptism generally follows an 
individual’s decision to become a follower (disciple) of Jesus Christ.  The 
individual communicates to the pastor his/her decision and desire to be baptized, 



and some informal conversation occurs to help the baptism candidate understand 
the sacrament’s significance for his/her life.  After that conversation, a date is 
scheduled for the occasion. 

Regarding Baptisms at Walnut Hill: As an ecumenical congregation, Walnut Hill 
allows a rather wide variety of baptismal practice. It is expected that the Vestry 
(church governing board) will be made aware of the request for the sacrament and 
approve its administration.  Baptisms can be approved to occur during a regular 
worship service or, under extraordinary circumstances, at an alternate time/place. 
The advantage of the sacrament occurring during regular worship is the shared joy 
of the congregation as those in attendance remember their own baptism.  In the 
case of infant/child baptism, the question of "godparents" is also an option at 
Walnut Hill. In some traditions, godparents are asked to have a special role/
responsibility in the general raising of the child and/or in the religious/spiritual 
training of the child. Again, naming godparents is an option, but by no means a 
requirement. 

The Baptism Ceremony:  In the context of our regular worship service, infant/
child baptisms usually occur early in the service.  An introduction is given by the 
minister.  The parents/guardians are invited forward bringing their child. Questions 
are addressed to parents (to which at least one parent must respond) reaffirming 
their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, affirming their desire for the child to 
be baptized, and promising to raise the child to know and love God through Christ.  
Questions are addressed to the congregation (and godparents if their be any) 
promising their support of the parents in presenting the good news of God's love to 
the child. The Apostles' Creed is spoken by all present to state the faith into which 
the child is baptized. The water is administered to the child's head, and often the 
sign of the cross is made using oil on the forehead.  Prayers are offered.   
 Adult baptisms generally occur later in the service, after the sermon, 
symbolic of adult baptism being a personal response to the good news of God’s 
love.  At the appropriate time, the candidate for baptism is invited to the font.  He/
she affirms trust in Christ as Lord and Savior, and the water is administered.  
Prayers and blessings follow, after which it is appropriate for the newly baptized 
person to be greeted by fellow members of the church. 

Whether infant or adult, the occasion of baptism is one of celebration, not only 
for the person being baptized, but for the whole church, a reminder of God’s love 
poured out upon us all. 



IDEAS FOR FAMILIES 

Introduction:  We continue our reflection around the season of Epiphany (Jan 6). 
Epiphany means several things: a gift is received; the gift must be shared. Jesus 
appears to be suggesting a rhythm, a balance to our lives. We go inward to be with 
God, to receive; we go out in the world to share what we have been given –still 
with God. We are called to balance the pouring out of our love with the resting in 
God. We are called to heal by just showing up, bylaying on hands, by sharing what 
we have. This good news that was for the few people who heard it up close and 
personal is ours because they reached out and shared it. It will belong to those who 
have not yet heard, if we accept our call to share the story by how we live out our 
lives and as St. Francis said, “with words, if necessary.”  

In this week’s Gospel lesson, Mark 1:4-11, the child Jesus is now an adult ready to 
begin his ministry. Perhaps he is still trying to sort out in his mind what he is being 
called to do. He looks for validation and turns to his cousin, John. John, 
meanwhile, has been faithfully calling people to prepare, turn around, start over. 
He is pretty sure he will recognize Jesus, but he has not yet met him. When Jesus 
shows up, John goes into the water with Jesus to baptize him.  Jesus has a vision 
and hears a (God’s?) voice.  Jesus now knows he will be able to figure out what it 
is that he is being called to do, and that God will be with him as he does it. 
(the above adapted from Lesson Plans that Work) 

The Sunday of the Baptism of Lord, as this Sunday is traditionally called, is a good 
day to “remember our own baptism” and what baptism means for us. 

The Text - Mark 1:4-11 
 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the laces of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John 
in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 



Ideas for Younger Children - 

Begin by sharing the story of Jesus’ baptism.  You might want to use the story 
sheets pasted below.  

Ask questions like… 
…How do you think Jesus felt when he waded into the water to be baptized? 
…What did he “see” and “hear?” 
…What did God say to Jesus? 
…Do you think Jesus remembered his baptism? 

Remembering our baptism - This is a good Sunday to remember our baptism, so 
…if your child has been baptized, help him/her remember the occasion.  Tell her 
about the occasion as you remember it, how you felt about it.  Show him the 
baptism certificate (let us know if you can’t find it), as well as any photos or video 
you might have.  Talk with her about what it means that she is “God’s beloved 
child.” 
…if your child has not been baptized, help him to know that this is not a problem.  
Talk with her about the reasons why you have decided to wait.  Perhaps adult 
baptism is part of your tradition, or you are simply waiting so that she can make 
her own decision.  Talk about when, and under what circumstances, your child 
might be baptized.  Remind her that baptized or not, she is “God’s beloved child.” 

For some artwork… 
…Invite your child to draw a picture of her/his baptism day. 
…Use the coloring sheet pasted below. 

Close with prayer from the story sheets below. 

Ideas for Older Chlldren/Youth 

Begin by sharing the story, perhaps inviting your child/youth to read the text. 

Ask questions like… 
…What do you think the scene was like that day when Jesus was baptized? 
…What do you make of the “dove” and the “voice?”  Do you think these were 
visible/audible events, or more psychological/spiritual experiences? 
…How do you think Jesus felt to hear God say, “You are my beloved son…” 



It is not too late to reinforce or help older children/youth “remember” their 
baptism.  Take some time to “remember” the occasion with him/her.  Ask questions 
like… 
…Does the fact of your baptism make any difference to your life? 
…Do you often feel like a “beloved child of God?” 
If your child/youth has not been baptized, take some time to talk about that and 
what baptism might mean for him/her.  Feel free to contact Mike about this if it 
seems appropriate. 

Baptized or not, remind your child/youth that he/she is beloved in God’s eyes, and 
in your eyes. 

Close with prayer thanking God for your beloved child/youth. 



This past week, January 6, was a special day 
known as Epiphany.

There are three Epiphany Bible stories…
…The Three Kings

…The Baptism of Jesus
…The Wedding at Cana



The Baptism of Jesus

When Jesus was about 30 years old,
he went to see the prophet, John the Baptist,

who was preaching and baptizing people in the 
Jordan River.



When Jesus heard John’s message,
he decided to be baptized too.



As he was coming out of the water,
Jesus looked up and saw what looked like a 
dove coming toward him, a marvelous sight.

It was the Spirit of God



At the same time, Jesus heard a voice saying,
“You are my beloved child.
In you I am well-pleased.”

It was God’s voice.



From that day forward,
Jesus spent his days teaching, healing, and 
helping people know what he knew from his 

baptism,
that God loves and delights in us all.



While different from Jesus in some ways,
we too can be baptized.

Some persons are baptized when they are 
children,

others wait till they are adults.



Whether as children or adults,
the message is the same,
“We are God’s children.

God loves us very much!”



�

You might want to talk with your parents or 
grandparents about your baptism.

Whether you have been baptized already,
or will be later in your life, remember,

you are God’s beloved child.



Let’s pray…
God, we thank you for 

the story of Jesus’ baptism,
your beloved son.

Remind us that we are all
your beloved daughters and sons.

Help us to tell others
that they too are your beloved children,

like Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.



THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
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