
WALNUT HILL CHURCH 
RESOURCES FOR HOME WORSHIP AND STUDY 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2020 
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

In the pages that follow you will find two resources.  Please adapt and use them as 
might be helpful for you and/or your household… 
…the order of Morning Worship being used for our Facebook, 11am, service on 
Sunday, December 27. 
…a transcript of the sermon for Sunday, December 27, Old and Young 

If you do not have a Bible handy, you can visit www.bible.oremus.org and search 
the lessons in question. 

!  

http://www.bible.oremus.org


MORNING PRAYER 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2020 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

GREETINGS AND WELCOME 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

PRELUDE 

OPENING SENTENCES & PRAYER  (from Psalm 148) 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
 praise God in the heights. 
Praise God, all the angels; 
 praise God, all the heavenly host! 
Along with all creation, we praise you, O Lord, for the good news we have heard 
this week.  You have raised up a Savior for your people, for the world, for all 
creation.  May all the faithful praise you, those who are your beloved ones.  Praise 
the Lord!  Amen. 

SONG 

SCRIPTURE - Luke 2:22-40 (edited) 
 When the time came for their purification, they brought the child up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice according to 
what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, Simeon by name, who was righteous and 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel. It had been revealed to Simeon that he 
would not die before seeing the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
entered the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying,‘Master, now let your servant depart in 
peace; for my eyes have seen your salvation, a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel.’ The child’s parents were amazed at what was 
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul.’ 
 There was also a prophet, Anna, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow 
to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there night and 



day. At that moment Anna entered. She began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.  

HOMILY  

SONG 

PRAYERS 
 So it is Christmas, O Lord, such as it might be this year, presents shipped, 
received and opened, visits in-person and virtual, anxieties and hopes for the year 
ahead.  As we live in this time between Christmas Day and the New Year, we long 
to get back to normal, to remembering and living in gratitude for the daily gifts of 
life and breath and loving relationships. 
 It is good to linger a while with the child and his parents, and others who 
celebrated the birth, stable animals, shepherds, and old prophets.  How can a child 
embody your presence, but who else, who better to do so?  So we stand, we kneel, 
in awe. 
 As we anticipate the challenges and hopes of the New Year, give wisdom 
and humility to those who lead and serve, patience and strength to those who must 
endure, compassion and generosity to your people, that the gift we have lately 
received might bring healing to the earth and all its creatures, through your child  
Jesus, who will teach us to pray saying…Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 And now, O Lord, send us out into the world in peace, for our eyes have 
seen your Salvation, given this Christmastide, and may your blessing be with us 
always. Amen. 

POSTLUDE 



Old and Young 
Luke 2:22-40 

December 27, 2020 
The First Sunday of Christmas 

Michael L. Ward 

 Among the images that will stay with me from our long, and still ongoing, 
Covid experience, will be those photographs of family members trying their best to 
greet each other through plate glass windows and doors, a function of the 
quarantine placed, or self imposed, upon many of our nation’s seniors.  Some have 
been self-quarantined in their own homes, but most acutely have been those in 
assisted and immediate care living facilities.  Some of these residents have not seen 
family members in months.  The threat posed by, and the toll of, the coronavirus 
upon the senior (elderly) segment of our society is well-known, as are the measures 
(some controversial) taken to protect them, and their priority status among those 
who will be receiving emerging vaccines in the weeks and months ahead. While a 
few, and fortunately only a few, have questioned why we should care so much, for 
many more the Covid experience has provided occasion to be reminded of how 
important all generations, from youngest to oldest, are to a society that is healthy in 
the broadest sense. 

 Against that backdrop, I have always appreciated Luke’s telling of the birth 
and childhood of Jesus, because of the way he intermingles generations of people 
into that telling.  As you might recall, Luke begins with the story of the birth of 
John the Baptist to aging parents Zechariah and Elizabeth, comparing and 
contrasting John’s birth with the imminent birth of Jesus to the very young woman 
Mary.  According to Luke, the young woman Mary visits her old cousin Elizabeth 
to find some assurance regarding this strange situation, and she finds that 
assurance.  In the course of Mary’s visit, Elizabeth is filled with her own hope and 
joy. 

 Then, as Luke tells it, the birth of Jesus occurs, and in our lesson today we 
find Mary and Joseph busy about all the things with which young parents of their 
culture might be concerned. Once the basic security and survival needs have been 
met, there are ceremonials duties to be observed including circumcision, the sign 
of the covenant (at 8 days of age) and presentation at the temple (40 days). In 
between and after are the ongoing daily demands upon new parents caring for a 
newborn child, and all of this away from the regular support that Mary and Joseph 
might have found in the more familiar surroundings of their hometown, Nazareth. 



 We might imagine the new parents harried after making the trip to 
Jerusalem, waiting in line, anxious and ready to perform the ritual and make their 
way back home, with a long journey ahead of them.  Then along comes Simeon, an 
old man, who upon seeing the family, stops, and with a grand smile declares that 
this child is the one for whom the people have waited. While not without pain, this 
child will be a gift for all the nations, so Simeon declares.  Whatever he might 
think about Simeon’s speech, perhaps Joseph is still hoping to get his family out of 
the city by nightfall, but then along comes Anna, a person of even greater age than 
Simeon, who also, upon seeing the holy family, is overcome with joy and begins to 
speak about the child.  There is no hurry for Anna or Simeon. They have no where 
else to go. They have reached their destination. Time is no longer a constraint for 
them. For Mary, Joseph and the child, on the other hand, they still have places they 
must go, most immediately all the way back to Galilee. So finally they depart, but 
doubtless with a new understanding of what all this busy-ness is about, thanks in 
large measure to the old ones in their lives, most immediately Simeon and Anna. 

 Now I would be remiss not to mention that there is something very 
theological going on in Luke’s telling of the story with all these references to old 
people and young people. Theologically for Luke, these characters symbolize the 
old age welcoming the new.  Notice that it is not presented as a generational 
struggle or a conflict, but rather an experience of fulfillment and completion. 
Each of the old ones in the story welcomes the new and finds in it her own 
fulfillment and joy. Elizabeth cries out, “As soon as I heard your greeting, the child 
in my womb leapt for joy.”  Simeon declares, “Lord, dismiss your servant in peace, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation…”  Anna simply “began to praise God.” 
For Luke these old ones represent the best of the law and prophets who now rejoice 
in the fulfillment unfolding before them, while the young ones (Mary, Joseph, and 
Jesus), actors in the new work that God is doing, are slowly coming to understand, 
with the help of these ancient ones, the promises being fulfilled by their very 
actions. This theological lesson is worth our hearing, how it honors both the new 
and the old, for the new fulfills the old, completing promises and making fresh 
ones, while the old provides perspective on the new, helping us to understand what 
is happening all around us. 
  
 The theology notwithstanding, there is also a very human lesson available to 
all of us who have the privilege of living in relationship with various generations, a 
lesson made painfully plain by Covid. There is a real sense of joy that comes from 
the presence of younger generations within a family.  The old ones often find a 
sense of fulfillment in witnessing the lives of their children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, nephews, nieces, and greats of the same. Similarly there is a real 



sense of perspective that comes from the presence of older generations within a 
family. The young ones learn from their parents, grandparents, and great 
grandparents, often not by lessons directly offered, but simply by seeing, knowing, 
hearing, and being with them.  I often encounter old ones who wonder about their 
importance when their productive years (work) are behind them, to which I reply 
that within their families, who they are, just their presence, is the key.  They don’t 
have to produce anything to have significance.  For those of us who do not have 
the privilege of intergenerational experience within our biological families, the 
church can play a role, particularly a church like Walnut Hill. We can be 
grandchildren, children, parents, grandparents, and great grandparents for each 
other. Through our life together we breathe in the energy, hope, and possibilities of 
the new, and we breathe out the meaning, fulfillment, and joy of the old. Both have 
their place; each needs the other. 

 Though there are still difficult and, for many persons, separated days ahead, 
emerging vaccines give us real hope that in the several months ahead generations 
long separated will be able to meet in each others’ presence again. When that 
happens, I hope that both in terms of our personal relationships and social policies 
and structures, we will remember what was lost when generations could not 
mingle, could not be together, and that the generations will have a renewed 
appreciation of each other. Even as I hope that, delayed as they might have been, 
Mary and Joseph might have spoken with appreciation about the two old ones they 
met that day at the Temple, and perhaps even told their young son about them 
when he was old enough to understand. 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


