
WALNUT HILL CHURCH 
RESOURCES FOR HOME WORSHIP AND STUDY 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020 
THE TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

In the pages that follow you will find four resources.  Please adapt and use them as 
might be helpful for you and/or your household… 
…the order of Morning Worship being used for our Facebook live stream service 
on Sunday, November 15. 
…a transcript of the sermon for Sunday, November 15, The First Congregational 
Meeting 
…Foundational Principles of Walnut Hill’s life and ministry for individual/
household reflection. 
…Ideas for Families including the Children’s Bible Lesson for November 15. 

If you do not have a Bible handy, you can visit www.bible.oremus.org and search 
the lessons in question. 

!  

http://www.bible.oremus.org


MORNING WORSHIP 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020, 11AM 

THE TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GREETINGS AND WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

OPENING SENTENCES (inspired by Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
And now we are here, 
standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

PRAYER 
Eternal God, your house is established as a refuge for the frightened, a hospice for 
the ailing, a court for the oppressed, a school for those who wonder, a banquet hall 
for those who rejoice. We pray for the peace of your house, not for its own sake, 
but the sake of those who find mercy, justice, wisdom, and love within its walls.  
Amen. 

SONG 

SCRIPTURE - Acts 1:12-26 (edited) 
Then the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, about a sabbath 
day’s journey. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All were devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers… 
Peter stood up among the believers (about 120 people) and said, ‘Friends, the 
scripture had to be fulfilled concerning Judas, for he was one of us and was allotted 
his share in this ministry. Now it is time for another to take his place as an 
overseer. Let that person be one of those who have accompanied us throughout the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, from the baptism of John until 
the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with 
us to Jesus’ resurrection.’ So they proposed two, Joseph, who was also known as 
Justus, and Matthias. They prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 
Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry 



and apostleship from which Judas turned aside.’ And they cast lots for them, and 
the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.  

HOMILY  

SONG 

PRAYERS (adapted from The Worshipbook) 
Almighty God, you built your church upon the rock of human faith and trust, with 
the life and love of Jesus as its cornerstone.   For the myriad women and men who, 
over many generations, have helped to build the church through their life, love, and 
faith, we give you thanks. 

Save us, Lord, from living in the past, from resting upon the work of others. Help 
us avoid the lure of isolation offered by beautiful places and historic buildings.  
While honoring our history, let us find new beginnings and new visions needed in 
the world today. 

From the effects of the coronavirus upon individuals and communities, to political 
and racial tensions dividing neighbors, to a world pushed to the limits of its 
capacity, the call to ministry abounds.  May your church be a leader, or at least a 
willing partner, in declaring and demonstrating your love for the earth and all its 
creatures. 

O God, who gave us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to declare 
your praise:  send your Spirit among us; that, challenged by your truth, we may be 
delivered from fears and hesitations, free to worship you and serve our neighbors.  

All these prayers we offer in the Spirit of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying…
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be and remain with us 
always.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE 



The First Congregational Meeting 
Acts 1:12-26 

November 15, 2020 
Michael L. Ward 

 As mentioned in this morning’s announcements, a bit later today, noon to be 
exact, will be Walnut Hill’s annual congregational meeting.  Such meetings are not 
unusual for organizations and for many are required by their by-laws, as is the case 
for Walnut Hill Church. There are administrative, corporate, and legal reasons for 
annual meetings including the election of officers, approval of budgets and the like, 
and sometimes we, including myself, discount the spiritual value of these “business 
meetings” as less important than worship, education, mission, etc, a sort of 
necessary evil required to make those more important activities possible.  As I 
think about it, the discounting of  these annual “business meetings” might be a 
mistaken notion. After all, congregational meetings are as old as the church itself, 
predating even some of those so-called spiritual activities. 

 A case in point is found in our scripture lesson, which, arguably, narrates the 
first congregational meeting of the Christian era, namely a meeting of the 
Jerusalem congregation held just a matter of weeks after the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  Some one hundred twenty members were present for the meeting, which 
was called to conduct just one one item of business, namely “electing” someone to 
replace Judas, thus bringing the church’s leadership council back to Twelve, the 
number informally established by Jesus’ example of calling twelve disciples. 
Qualified nominees were put forward and “lots were cast,” the ancient equivalent 
to rolling dice or flipping a coin, not intending thereby to rely on chance, but  
rather trusting God to guide the outcome. We’re not planning to cast lots this 
afternoon in our election of Vestry members, but the mode is not the point as much 
as the acknowledgment by the disciples, now apostles, that the election of the 
congregation’s leadership was not an afterthought, much less a necessary evil, but 
rather essential to their life together, an expression of who they were as a 
community. 

 Upon reading the book of Acts, known more formally as the Acts of the 
Apostles, one discovers that such “business” meetings were fairly frequent. Not 
long after this one, another congregational meeting was held to organize the task of 
caring for the community’s vulnerable members, which had become difficult. The 
outcome of that meeting was the institution of the office of Deacon, that group of 
men (later also women) charged with the congregation’s hands on ministry to 
people within and around the community. On another occasion, a meeting was 



called to settle a theological dispute arising from the fact that the congregation was 
becoming more diverse, culturally speaking. The outcome of that meeting was a 
compromise making it possible for the early Christian community to become 
multi-cultural, opening the door for people like us to be part of the fellowship of 
faith. 

 No doubt, these ancient congregational meetings were different in form from 
our typical congregational meeting, and certainly different than our meeting today, 
but the spirit is the same, or hopefully so, a recognition that the members of this 
community of faith have bound themselves together in shared support of Walnut 
Hill’s life and ministry. Ultimately that life and ministry is about more than any 
one thing we do on a Sunday morning when we worship together, or a Wednesday 
afternoon when several meet for fellowship, or a Thursday morning when 
backpacks are delivered to the Brenda Cowan Elementary School.  Each and all of 
these various activities, and others like them, contribute to our shared mission and 
purpose as a community.  That mission was recently described as declaring and 
demonstrating God’s love for the earth and all its creatures. Or as Peter gave voice 
to that shared mission and purpose, ”bearing witness to the resurrection of Jesus,” 
namely declaring and demonstrating that the ultimate expression of God’s love, as 
seen in the ministry of Jesus, was alive and well in the world. 

 Sometimes it might be hard to see that larger purpose in the approval of 
minutes, the poring over of financial reports, or the seemingly routine election of 
officers. But it is there, or at least it should be, animating and guiding all such 
business, inviting questions like: Where on our business agenda is the 
demonstration of God’s love? Where in our budget is the declaration of God’s 
mercy? Where among our officers is the ongoing witness to the Risen Christ? I 
raise these questions not because of concern that God’s love is not to be found in 
today’s business, but simply to remind us that this afternoon when we meet 
virtually, or next year this time when we hopefully meet in person, what we do in 
that meeting is not something other than our worship, our study, our prayers, our 
outreach, but rather an expression of our commitment to do all these things 
together in the most effective way we possibly can, guided by women and men 
whom we have elected, but whom we trust God has selected, and empowered by 
the offering of our time, talents, and treasure, so that all might hear and experience 
the good news of God’s love for the earth, its creatures, and themselves, and all 
might know first hand that God’s love is alive and well on the earth. May it be so 
in our business, our life and ministry, today, tomorrow, and everyday, because I 
don’t have to tell you how much the members of our congregation, our neighbors, 
and the world need to hear, experience, and know that love today. 



FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES 

(Walnut Hill’s annual Congregational Meeting offers opportunity to reflect on the 
foundational principles of our life together.  The items below offer resources for 
such reflection: the Preamble to Walnut Hill’s Constitution and By-Laws, the 
mission statement, vision statement and core values from Walnut Hill’s recent 
Comprehensive Plan, and a prayer inspired by them.) 

Constitution and By-Laws of Walnut Hill Church 
“Preamble” 

December, 1993 

 We the members of the Walnut Hill Church, an Ecumenical Church, of 
Lexington, Kentucky, do hereby organize for the purpose of providing public 
worship, the apostolic ministry of word and sacrament, religious instruction, 
pastoral care and counseling and in general a witness to the community of the need 
for life and work in the name of Jesus. 

 We accept for membership with us all those who profess the Lord Jesus and 
who share with us an appreciation for the historic creeds, sacraments, the historic 
canon of Scripture of the Old and New Testaments, and the historic apostolic 
ministry.  We also include in our fellowship those who, while seeking truth, may 
not be prepared to accept as yet the fullness of the above stated standards.  We, as a 
church, are a fellowship of believers who wish to bring together all men and 
women as children of God and do not wish to make an obstacle in creed and 
dogma to fellowship with God’s people.  We believe that the true basis of Christian 
fellowship is love, which is greater than all our differences and without this love 
we have no claim to Christian fellowship. 



Walnut Hill Church Comprehensive Plan 
Mission Statement, Vision Statement, Core Values 

October 2016 

Mission Statement: 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we declare and demonstrate God’s love for the world 
and all its creatures. 

Vision Statement: 

A welcoming ecumenical congregation embodying the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
serving the community-at-large and the world through worship, education, 
fellowship and partnership outreach. 

Core Values: 

*Nurture a community of faith in the way of Jesus. 
*Experience and share the love of God. 
*Welcome varieties of belief and opinion. 
*Explore the Spirit within and among us. 
*Care for members, visitors, neighbors and the earth. 



“A Prayer” 
from Walnut Hill’s Mission Statement, Vision Statement and Core Values 

Gracious God, we gather as followers of Jesus Christ recalling our mission as a 
community of faith, 

to declare and demonstrate your love for the world and all its creatures. 

We keep before us a vision of who we are and wish to be as congregation, 

embodying the gospel of Jesus Christ, serving the community and the world 
through worship, education, fellowship and outreach. 

We carry with us core values that guide our deliberations, our decisions and our 
actions, 

to nurture a community of faith in the way of Jesus, to experience and share 
your love, to welcome a variety of belief and opinion, to explore the spirit within 
us, and to care for members, visitors, neighbors and the earth. 

May we pursue the mission you have given to us, fulfill the vision we have seen 
and embody the very best of our values, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



IDEAS FOR FAMILIES 

Background 
Today is Walnut Hill’s annual Congregational Meeting, an occasion not only to do 
the “business” of the church, but also to reflect on the meaning, purpose, etc, of our 
life together as a congregation, a community of faith.  Today’s scripture lesson and 
sermon are chosen (written) with this occasion in mind.  While the details of the 
congregational meeting business might be more than children/youth need or want 
to engage, the notion of our shared life and ministry, and their part in it, is not.  
With that in mind, we are invited to some household reflection around that theme. 

For our scripture, we are using a selection from Acts 1 in which the Jerusalem 
congregation gathers (meets) to “elect” a replacement for the disciple, Judas, who 
betrayed Jesus, and later ended his own life.  We do not need to get into the details 
of Judas’ betrayal and death (hence the lesson is edited).  Rather, the gathering 
(meeting) to organize the church’s life and ministry is our focus. 

Scripture - Acts 1:12-26 (edited) 

Then the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, about a sabbath 
day’s journey. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All were devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers… 
Peter stood up among the believers (about 120 people) and said, ‘Friends, the 
scripture had to be fulfilled concerning Judas, for he was one of us and was allotted 
his share in this ministry. Now it is time for another to take his place as an 
overseer. Let that person be one of those who have accompanied us throughout the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, from the baptism of John until 
the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with 
us to Jesus’ resurrection.’ So they proposed two, Joseph, who was also known as 
Justus, and Matthias. They prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 
Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry 
and apostleship from which Judas turned aside.’ And they cast lots for them, and 
the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.  



Ideas for Younger Children 
*Share the Bible story with the children (perhaps using the story sheets below). 
*Talk with the children about Walnut Hill’s life and ministry.  What are some of the 
things we do together at the church?  (e.g. worship, fellowship, study, collect food 
for neighbors, etc) 
*Talk about the people who provide leadership at Walnut Hill (e.g. pastor, music 
director, teachers, vestry members, etc).  How can we encourage/help them? 
*Remind the children that they also have a part to play in the church’s life and 
ministry.  Invite them to talk about how they can help. 
*Invite them to think what they would/will do when they are leaders in the church. 
*Invite some artwork depicting the church’s ministry and those who help make it 
happen, including the children themselves. 
*Close with prayer as found in the story sheets below. 

Ideas for Old Children/Youth 

*Share the Bible story, inviting the children/youth to read as appropriate. 
*Talk with the children/youth about Walnut Hill’s life and ministry.  What are some 
of the things we do together as a church? 
*Talk about the people who provide leadership at Walnut Hill.  How might we 
encourage/help them? 
*As the older children/youth are approaching the age of leadership, ask them what 
they will do/change/keep the same when their turn for leadership comes? 
*Older Children/youth might benefit from conversation around the “Foundational 
Principles” of Walnut Hill’s life and ministry found in this week’s Worship & 
Study Resources. 
*Close with the prayer (responsive) from the “Foundational Principles. 



GETTING THINGS ORGANIZED 

ACTS 1 

 

After Jesus went back to heaven, 
the disciples were left to continue his work in the 

world. 



 

So the eleven disciples and the other believers, about 
120 persons, met to organize the work, including 
finding a person to help, so there would be twelve 

leaders again, like Jesus had chosen. 



 

Gathering together, they suggested two people, and 
God showed them the one chosen to lead, a man 

named Matthias. 
Together, they went about telling people about Jesus. 



 

And so the church has been working ever since that 
time. 



 

We continue Jesus’ work today, 
telling and showing God’s love in the world. 



 

We still need people to lead, and so we gather each 
year to choose leaders.  We take a vote, and we pray 

that God will show us who will lead. 



 

Perhaps someday soon you might be called upon to 
lead, to help God’s people show and tell God’s love 

for the world.  



 

Let’s pray… 
God, we thank you for those who lead your people, 

showing your love to the world. 
Be with those who lead us at Walnut Hill. 

Help them to make good decisions, 
and encourage them in their work. 

Prepare us for the day when we will lead your 
people and help your church to grow, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  


