
WALNUT HILL CHURCH 
RESOURCES FOR HOME WORSHIP AND STUDY 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020 
ECUMENICAL SUNDAY 

In the pages that follow you will find four resources.  Please adapt and use them as 
might be helpful for you and/or your household… 
…the order of Morning Worship being used for our in person and Facebook live 
stream service on Sunday, October 4 
…a transcript of the sermon for Sunday, October 4, A New Ecumenism 
…an open letter from the Kentucky Council of Churches, September 24, 2020 
…Ideas for Families including the Children’s Bible Lesson for October 4 

If you do not have a Bible handy, you can visit www.bible.oremus.org and search 
the lessons in question. 

!  

http://www.bible.oremus.org


MORNING WORSHIP 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 11AM 

ECUMENICAL SUNDAY 

GREETINGS AND WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

OPENING SENTENCES & PRAYER 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray:  Lord God, you anointed your servant, Jesus, with the Holy Spirit at 
his baptism, and you called him to proclaim the good news of your love: pour out 
your Spirit on us that we may be faithful to our calling, ardently desire the 
communion of the Body of Christ, and serve all who need our love, through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 

SONG 

SCRIPTURE - Philippians 3:4-14 (edited) 
 If anyone has reason to be confident, I have more: a member of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; a Pharisee; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have 
come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, for his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as garbage, in order that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through faith. I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death, if somehow I might attain the resurrection from the dead.  Beloved, I do 
not consider that I have attained this; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

HOMILY  

A TIME OF OFFERING 



PRAYERS AT THE TABLE 
The Lord be with you, 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to God, our Maker. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right to offer our thanksgiving for your love made known in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus, and to add our voices to the angels and saints of all times and 
places… 

(the prayers continue) 

…Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, all honor and glory is yours, almighty 
God, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
United by one baptism in the same Holy Spirit and the same body of Christ, we 
pray as God’s daughters and sons… 
Our Father who art in heaven… 

THE SPIRITUAL SHARING OF BREAD AND WINE 

(the bread) May the Body of Christ, the Bread of Life, enliven all people.  Amen. 

(the wine) May the Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation, renew and restore all 
people.  Amen. 

O God, as you have nourished our spirits in these moments, so nourish your Body, 
the Church, and may we seek sisters and brothers with whom to share the 
suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ,  in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

SONG 

DISMISSAL 
The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 
give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
and to proclaim the word and works of God; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
be with you now and forever. Amen. 

POSTLUDE 



A NEW ECUMENISM 
Philippians 3:4-14 

October 4, 2020 
Ecumenical Sunday 

Michael L. Ward 

 I imagine there are many among us, and maybe all of us occasionally, who 
long to go back…most immediately, back to the time, to our way of living, prior to 
February of this year before the coronavirus turned the world upside down. Experts 
tell us not to hold our breath waiting for those days, for that way of life, to return 
any time soon. At least some part of us knows that is true. Even with a vaccine, 
many previously ordinary activities will just be too risky to pick up again for some 
time, at least not in the casual manner we did them before. And truth be told, along 
the path of this Covid journey we’ve learned some new ways of doing things, some 
new uses for our time and energy, some not so bad, maybe even better than before.  
So we find ourselves in one of those moments of our shared life when we are 
looking back, but also looking ahead, and as comfortable as what was back there 
might seem, what lies ahead beckons us, requiring that we let some things go and 
take hold of some things new. 

 For the Apostle Paul this sort of experience on an individual level was 
occasioned by his encounter with the Risen Christ, that moment on the Damascus 
Road (Acts 9) in which he was literally knocked off his feet, upended. It was a 
moment in which his past, including an impressive resume of personal and 
religious credentials, suddenly ceased to have meaning for him. Perhaps it 
overstates the matter to describe his past as “garbage,” as he does, but at the very 
least  these past things (labels, accomplishments, credentials, priorities) ceased to 
be the guides and measures of his living, in favor of something he called sharing 
the suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ. He had not reached the fulness of 
this new reality as yet, but of one thing he was certain, as he wrote, “…forgetting 
what lies behind, and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal of the call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

 At the risk of stretching a bit too far this morning, I submit that something 
similar has happened in the ecumenical world. This is Ecumenical Sunday after all.  
There was a time, not that long ago, when ecumenism was primarily about the 
leaders of large religious institutions coming together to discuss long held 
theological and ecclesiastical differences, toward a goal, if not institutional merger, 
at least institutional respect and cooperation. The resume of these efforts is rather 
impressive including the World Council of Churches, National Council of 



Churches, and various state councils, which were formed and continue to function 
today. Consultations such as one on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry, leading to the 
Lima Liturgy for Holy Communion, and the mutual recognition of members and 
ministers. Even shared work in the world through ecumenical organizations like 
Church World Service, of which the CROP Walk is a part. All of these are 
outcomes of the so-called ecumenical movement of the 20th century. 

 Wonderful accomplishments and institutions they were and are, but now, just 
a few decades later, something has changed, significantly so, and suddenly so, 
historically speaking. Many of these credentials seem to matter much less, in fact 
little at all to people generally, beyond those immediately involved in them. Even 
the word ecumenism is more of a curiosity than a useful term in general 
conversation, and we are inclined to avoid it lest we be asked to define it. Some 
have said that the ecumenical movement has lost its energy, as have various other 
expressions of traditional religion, and that may be true, but perhaps there is 
something more creative at work here, or at least the possibility of something more 
creative. 

 Perhaps this is one of those turning point, upending, moments in which the 
credentials of the past, as impressive as they may be, no longer really matter, or at 
least not so much, in comparison with what is ahead, that which beckons us, 
whether that be because what is ahead of us is so threatening, or so inviting, or 
both. For instance, there is the matter of stewardship of this world in which we 
live, so that 100 years from now not only may human creatures survive, but other 
species of plants and animals as well, a critical imperative in light of a recent 
report that as many as one million plant and animal species might go extinct by the 
end of the century.  Then there is the matter of caring for those who share the world 
with us (10 billion by mid-century), with particular attention to the displaced, the 
ill, the aging, and the impoverished.  We dare not overlook the call to transcend the 
differences of ethnicity, race, religion, and culture, over which we now so often 
stumble and fight, transforming those differences from causes of division, to 
occasions of celebration. 

 For most of the world, even for many still connected to the church, these 
matters are much more compelling than questions of which form of baptism is 
authentic and what happens to the wine and bread when we share the sacrament. If 
mutual understanding of soteriology, ecclesiology, Christology, and the like, used 
to be the goals of ecumenical dialog and endeavor, they have been superseded by 
the call to justice, mercy, and compassion, or more simply, love. Today, 
ecumenism, the spirit of ecumenism, most genuinely means joining hands with all 



persons, whatever their theology or ecclesiology, who share that calling to declare 
and demonstrate God’s love in the world. 

 Does this mean that all of our past ecumenical accomplishment and effort is 
garbage? No. It is the ground upon which we stand, and the relationships 
established through it provide us a place to start. Nonetheless, it does mean that 
today’s ecumenical endeavor is not an attempt to recreate a time and a church, that 
looks like it did 100 years ago, or even one year ago, but rather, as the Apostle 
wrote, we press ahead together toward the call of God in Christ Jesus the call of 
love in word and deed, with our sisters and brothers of other traditions. Let’s be 
clear, as the Apostle wrote, pressing toward this call will include the experience of 
suffering as we come alongside those who suffer. It will include the experience of 
death as we let go of previously beloved practices and traditions, perhaps even 
institutions and labels. And…it will include the experience of resurrection as we 
discover new life within and around us.  To experience that new with sisters and 
brothers of various races, nationalities, languages, and traditions, will be an 
ecumenical experience worthy of our Ecumenical Sunday celebration. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 



(an open letter on the occasion of the report of the grand jury in the Breonna Taylor 
case, and an example of ecumenical witness) 

The prophet Amos reminds us 
that a nation without justice shall fall

September 24, 2020 

From the Faith Leaders of the Kentucky Council of Churches 
   
 With so many others in the commonwealth today we stand in solidarity with those 
feeling the frustration and outrage of yet another injustice in the case of Breonna 
Taylor’s death at the hands of Louisville police. Assurances that the letter of the 
law was observed is hardly comforting when the law has been written, 
manipulated, and used to deny justice to persons of color in too many times and 
places. And once again, the opportunity to promote healing and community 
reconciliation has been passed over. We deplore the injuries endured by protestors 
and police alike, and hold in our prayers the healing of their bodies, minds, and 
spirits as we pray for the very soul of our nation.  
   
 For Breonna Taylor’s family and for many other individuals the long delay in the 
investigation has already been trauma upon trauma. That the grand jury saw fit to 
charge no one with any crime in the unjust death of Ms. Taylor but only for the 
wanton endangerment of her white neighbors is a chilling testament to the 
inadequacies of our legal and law enforcement procedures as currently construed. 
Black lives matter. But in the areas of our laws and practice, not as much as white 
lives. 
   
 This must change. Ms. Taylor’s death is but one of countless, disproportionate acts 
of violence suffered by persons of color. Those acts have been perpetrated and 
perpetuated by a system of police practices and laws rooted in systemic 
preservation of white-skinned power and privilege. This is idolatrous sin and direct 
rejection of Christ’s command for neighbors to love each other as we love 
ourselves. 
   
 The prophet Amos reminds us that a nation without justice shall fall. Christ, even 
in the beatitudes which calls for comforting those who mourn, also reminds us that 
blessing comes to those hungering and thirsting for righteousness; and later, that 
which we do unto the least we have done unto Christ himself. This is the heart of 



God’s yearning for us and the source of any ethical or moral standing we might 
seek with the Almighty. 
  
 In ethical and moral standing, our society has fallen far short of the mark. While 
some may be just now coming to awareness, others have known for generations the 
need for both repentance and action. Let the disappointments and disillusionment 
of this day demand that we work tirelessly toward the day when our justice 
systems, our economic systems, our educational systems, our voting systems, and 
all other aspects of our life together reflect the value of black and brown skinned 
people. We cannot stop or rest until we have become “repairers of the breach, 
restorer of streets to live in.” 
     
To that end we call for: 
  ·           The immediate improvements in police procedures and for continuing, 
transparent, community-based review of those procedures with appropriate and 
timely consequences for those who endanger human life or well-being. Police 
review boards at both state and city level should comprise citizens representing the 
diverse neighborhoods they serve. 
  ·           The removal of military equipment from our neighborhoods as tools for 
policing and the end of the “1033 Program,” whereby Congress transfers excess 
military equipment to local police agencies for use in counter-drug activities.  
  ·           Prohibitions to the hiring or retaining of any law enforcement officer who 
has a history of excessive force and misconduct.  
  ·           Reform and improvement of the broken practices that result in little or no 
repercussions for aggressive officers. So called “internal policing,” and unchecked 
police union contracts, powerless civil arbitration boards, and ineffective external 
(non-police) review boards contribute to the culture and practice of uncalled-for 
police violence and inappropriate exoneration of offending officers.  
  ·           An end to the standard of “reasonableness” that allows police officers to 
shoot to kill black and other racial minority citizens on the officer’s assertion that 
they feared for their life.  
  ·           Support for initiatives that help inform and educate journalists, police 
departments, and other civic entities about the culture, history and religious 
conceptualizations of black, indigenous, and other persons of color. Ignorance, 
unsubstantiated biases and “white-skinned norming” have contributed to poor 
understanding, poor policy, and poor community involvement.  
  ·           The commitment of all persons, parties, protest movements, and 
departments to engage passionately and non-violently, respecting the dignity and 
worth of each human soul, even as we relentlessly address the injustices too long 



endured. We cannot advance the cause of peace and justice by becoming the very 
evil we deplore and hope to eradicate.  
     
We urge all Christians to join us in prayers and action: 
  ·           For understanding the system of racial bias we all participate in, and for 
dismantling it in our hearts, homes, and congregations.  
  ·           To hold leadership accountable at every level, in every municipal and state 
office, that a higher regard for racial justice may prevail.  
  ·           To participate meaningfully and effectively through voting and a 
commitment to voting rights.  
 Let us adhere to the challenge of the prophet Micah: to do justice, love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God toward that day where no mother must fear for their 
child’s life in their own bed. 
   
 In the sure and certain hope of resurrection, 
    
Rev. Kent Gilbert, President, and Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett, II, Executive Director 

At the direction of and on behalf of the gathered leaders of the Kentucky Council 
of Churches 

  The Kentucky Council of Churches is comprised of the following communions 
and observers.  
   
African Methodist Episcopal 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Christian Church in KY (Disciples of Christ) 
Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky 
Episcopal Diocese of Lexington 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Roman Catholic 
United Church of Christ 
United Methodist Church 
Union Church, Berea 
Friends Meeting - Berea/Lexington 
Church Women United 
Church World Service 



IDEAS FOR FAMILIES 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020 

ECUMENICAL SUNDAY 

Background:  

 The first Sunday of October is “Ecumenical Sunday,” a day to celebrate and 
explore what it means to say that Walnut Hill is an “ecumenical” church.  No 
doubt, the word “ecumenical” is not part of our usual conversation. The word 
“ecumenical” comes from a Greek word, oikos, meaning “house” or “household,” 
and has traditionally been used in reference to the household of faith, the Church, 
particularly its worldwide expression.  In recent years, since the early 20th century, 
the word “ecumenical” has referred to those individuals, organizations, 
denominations, etc, who have emphasized the unity of the whole church, not 
ignoring sometimes real differences, but also not allowing those differences to 
obscure the church’s unity. 

 When Walnut Hill was restored and reopened after several decades of being 
closed, those involved decided to embrace the notion of ecumenism, inviting 
persons of various backgrounds and beliefs to worship together, while at the same 
time maintaining a relationship with the Church in its larger expressions around the 
world.   

 Ecumenism, in its formal meaning might be a difficult idea for younger 
children, but the idea of welcoming and caring for persons of many backgrounds is 
one they can begin to embrace, and it will serve them well, not only at Walnut Hill, 
but also in the world. 

For Younger Children: 

Consider using the story sheets pasted below as a way to introduce them to the 
word, “ecumenical.” 

Perhaps they can learn to say the word, write/draw it, along with an image of 
Walnut Hill and the many different people who share Walnut Hill with them.  They 
might also draw a picture of Walnut Hill in the midst of other churches, all part of 
God’s household. 



Close with the prayer included in the story sheets. 

For Older Children/Youth: 

Older children and youth can begin to work with the idea of what it means to be an 
“ecumenical” church. 

Consider reading and discussing the “Preamble” to Walnut Hill’s Constitution and 
By-Laws pasted below: 

 We the members of the Walnut Hill Church, an Ecumenical 
Church, of Lexington, Kentucky, do hereby organize for the purpose of 
providing public worship, the apostolic ministry of word and sacrament, 
religious instruction, pastoral care and counseling and in general a 
witness to the community of the need for life and work in the name of 
Jesus. 

 We accept for membership with us all those who profess the Lord 
Jesus and who share with us an appreciation for the historic creeds, 
sacraments, the historic canon of Scripture of the Old and New 
Testaments, and the historic apostolic ministry.  We also include in our 
fellowship those who, while seeking truth, may not be prepared to accept 
as yet the fullness of the above stated standards.  We, as a church, are a 
fellowship of believers who wish to bring together all men and women as 
children of God and do not wish to make an obstacle in creed and 
dogma to fellowship with God’s people.  We believe that the true basis of 
Christian fellowship is love, which is greater than all our differences 
and without this love we have no claim to Christian fellowship.  

Help them to understand the various elements of the Preamble and explore how 
Walnut Hill demonstrates (or not) that which the Preamble describes.  Identify 
questions to ask Mike or others. 

Invite the older children/youth to identify ways that Walnut Hill might become 
more “ecumenical” in its life and ministry.  Gather their suggestions to share with 
Mike and/or the Vestry. 



When we talk about Walnut Hill Church,

�

you might hear someone say
that Walnut Hill is an

ECUMENICAL Church.



“Ecumenical”
That is a strange word.

�

What might it mean?



�
The world is filled with many different people,

who live in many different places,
with many different languages and customs.



�  �  �

One way in which people are different is in the 
way they worship.

Some worship at churches, others at temples, 
still others at mosques, and many other places.



� �    

�

Even those who call themselves “Christians” 
worship in many different ways.



�

At Walnut Hill, we speak of ourselves as 
being…

…an ecumenical congregation



�

It means that while we are all different from one 
another in many ways, we are the same in that 

God loves us all and wants us to love each 
other…



�

So we try to love each other at Walnut Hill,
by welcoming each other on Sunday mornings,

praying for each other,
and helping each other.



�
And we try to love our neighbors,

by saying good things about them,
praying for them,

and helping them when they need help,
whoever they are, wherever they live

and however they worship.



�
Let’s pray…

God, you love all people,
wherever they live, whatever they look like,

however they worship.
May we reach out to our neighbors

in ecumenical friendship,
loving you by loving one another.

Amen.

 


