
WALNUT HILL CHURCH 
RESOURCES FOR HOME WORSHIP AND STUDY 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2020 
THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

In the pages that follow you will find four resources.  Please adapt and use them as 
might be helpful for you and/or your household… 
…the order of Morning Worship being used for our in person and Facebook live 
stream service on Sunday, October 18. 
…a transcript of the sermon for Sunday, October 18, Gotcha! 
…Christian Principles in an Election Year for individual/household reflection. 
…Ideas for Families including the Children’s Bible Lesson for October 18. 

If you do not have a Bible handy, you can visit www.bible.oremus.org and search 
the lessons in question. 

!  

http://www.bible.oremus.org


MORNING WORSHIP 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2020, 11AM 

THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GREETING AND WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

OPENING SENTENCES (Psalm 99 - The Message) 
God rules. On your toes, everybody! 
God towers in splendor over all the big names. 
Strong King, lover of justice, 
You laid things out fair and square. 
Honor God, our God; worship God’s rule! 
Holy. Yes, holy.  Amen. 

PRAYER 
Almighty and everlasting God:  In Christ you have revealed your glory among the 
nations.  Preserve the works of your mercy, that your church throughout the world 
may continue in faith to proclaim your love and justice, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

SONG 

SCRIPTURE - Matthew 22:15-22 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that 
you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, aware 
of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show 
me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to 
them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then 
he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.’ When they heard this, they were amazed; and 
they left him and went away. 

HOMILY  

SONG 



PRAYERS 

Satisfy us with your love in the morning, 
and we will live this day in thanks and praise… 

(the prayers continue) 

Eternal God, remind us always that you have gone before us through every valley 
and over every mountain, and that Christ walks with us daily.  Free us from any 
fear, that we may be faithful in our discipleship, rendering to you that which is 
yours.  Lead us to stand with all who suffer, and to champion the cause of justice 
and truth. 
  
All these prayers we offer in the Spirit of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying…
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
Bless the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 

POSTLUDE 



GOTCHA! 
Matthew 22:15-22 

Sunday, October 18, 2020 
Michael L. Ward 

 “Gotcha!”  Among other possible meanings, “Gotcha” describes those 
moments when someone, particularly a public figure, is caught saying something 
that, in retrospect, he/she regrets having said. “Gotcha moments” occur often 
enough these days at news conferences, interviews, and off the cuff remarks, not to 
mention current candidate debates and congressional hearings. They are often 
seized by an individual’s opponents to ridicule or discredit the person being asked 
a difficult, sometimes no-win, question. Regrettably, “Gotcha moments” often have 
little to do with substantial issues, much less genuine search for truth, and they 
typically serve to lessen the quality of our public discourse.  They require that 
public figures be hyper-alert to how their statements might be used against them, 
thus again hindering, rather than furthering, genuine dialogue. 

 The current power of the formal media, the internet, and social media to 
make such moments “go-viral” notwithstanding,  “Gotcha moments” are not new, 
as evidenced by this morning’s gospel lesson in which we find Jesus, that trouble 
making, up-country, rabbi, being challenged by the cosmopolitan religious 
authorities. For most of Jesus’ public life, while he limited himself to Nazareth and 
surrounding regions, the religious establishment, while not happy about his 
teaching, was content to let him plod away in obscurity.  But now he had come to 
Jerusalem, the capital, such that they could no longer ignore him. They were out to 
trip him up, catch him in his words, in such a way as might bring him into disfavor 
with the crowds or, more dangerously, with the Roman military government… So 
tell us what you think, is it right to pay the tax or not? 

 Some things never change. Nobody “likes” paying taxes, neither then nor 
now, but particularly not then, when taxes did not even pretend to be for supporting 
the public good, but instead were mere tribute, siphoning off the wealth of the land 
to enrich the coffers of an emperor far away. Jesus’ dilemma was painfully 
obvious. Say “yes,” and alienate himself from the crowd who chafed at the taxes.  
Say “no,” and open himself to the charge of sedition for encouraging people to 
defy the empire. Either way, “Gotcha!” The approach was a good one, tactically 
speaking, but Jesus parried their rhetorical advance, stepped to the side, and 
offered a response that has been remembered through the centuries, even to this 
day… Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and unto God the things 
that are God’s.  



 These words have been remembered long past their immediate context, and 
have often been wrenched from that context to be heard as some kind of 
dispassionate political theory concerning the separation of church and state, which, 
while laudable, was likely no at all in Jesus’ mind. For all intents and purposes, the 
saying has become a truism, which people draw out of their pockets when they 
want to bolster their opinions about the limits of government or religion. 
“Remember, Jesus said, ‘Render unto Caesar…’” Relatively few sentences of 
scripture are more widely known than this one, and relatively few have been more 
overused/misused. To employ another modern expression, we might even say it’s 
been “played,” as evidenced by the observation that we take the truth of it, at least 
what we think is the truth of it, for granted: Render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s. Of course, everybody knows that, 
but what do we know in knowing it? The rehabilitation, revitalization, of these well 
worn words is perhaps beyond our ability this morning, but we might at least begin 
the work by remembering that before it was truism, it was an attempt to avoid a 
“Gotcha moment,” and a successful one at that. The crowd knew it and likely 
erupted in hoots and laughter. Matthew describes the hearers’ response simply 
“they were amazed.” The authorities knew it as well.  This round was over, so they 
left him and went away, Matthew writes, but they would return to try again. 

 Back to the scene itself, can you imagine Jesus asking for the coin bearing 
the image of the emperor, as well as some inscription proclaiming the emperor’s 
greatness, even divinity? The very presence of the coin in the possession of these 
Judaeans was itself a sign of the empire’s reach and claim upon their lives. 
The emperor ruled wherever his image was traded, wherever his face was the 
currency of the realm. Jesus had surely seen the coin, or others like it, all his life, 
and as a child perhaps considered himself lucky when he found one lying on the 
street, having fallen out of some traveler’s purse. Jesus recognized the image 
stamped upon it, and so did everyone else…Whose image is this, whose name 
inscribed?  Why, Caesar’s, of course, so they had walked right in. “OK, then, 
return to Caesar that which belongs to Caesar. It’s his coin, give it back to him.” 
This would have been sufficient to defuse the question, to get him out of the 
“Gotcha moment,” but he added, “and give to God the things that belong to God.” 

 So what did Jesus have in mind? Not a competing coin, but perhaps a 
scripture, which his questioners and their hearers would have known quite well, 
”The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein, for God has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the 
rivers…” (Psalm 24:1).  So, return to Caesar that which belongs to Caesar, namely 



his coins that have found their way into your pocket; return to God that which 
belongs to God, the very world and all contained therein, including the emperor 
and his coins. The crowd loved it, but not so much Jesus’ debating opponents. 
That’s the problem with “Gotcha moments” then and now, whoever is involved. 
People aren’t so much looking for the truth as for who might win or lose, those 
who might be trapped or escape. 

 Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that 
are God’s… So the words were cut loose from the moment and have floated down 
through history to be used in ways that Jesus could never have imagined. As John 
Crossan describes it, ”a phrase that can be as absolutely superficial or as absolutely 
profound as one wishes to make it.” So which is it for you, superficial or profound? 
Is it primarily a witty (or “snarky” we might say) response, to get out of “Gotcha 
moment?” If so, it worked for that moment, but it likely also added to rather than 
relieved the growing animosity (polarization) that would lead to Jesus’ death. 
Is it a political statement, a prophetic affirmation of the separation of religion and 
government?  Some have taken it that way, a reading back into these words I must 
say. Or is it perhaps an affirmation of faith by one who understood that not only the 
coins in his pocket, but his whole life, belonged to God, and was ready at all times 
to give back to God that which belonged to God, a rendering that was Jesus’ whole 
life, and by implication, our lives as well? 

 No wonder the crowd was amazed! 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 



KENTUCKY COUNCIL OF CHURCHES  
COMMISSION ON JUSTICE MINISTRIES* 

Christian Principles in an Election Year 
Approved by the 57th Annual Assembly, October 29, 2004 

Note:  The statement below was presented to and approved by the Kentucky 
Council of Churches at its Annual Assembly in 2004.  While being written in 
the context of a particular election season, its principles are worthy of 
consideration during any election cycle and may be useful for us as we “go to 
the polls” in 2020. 

Our Christian faith compels us to address the world through the lens of our 
relationship to God and to one another. Public discourse is enhanced as we engage 
civic leaders on the values and ethics affirmed by our faith. At the same time, 
religious liberty and the integrity of our democracy will be protected as candidates 
refrain from using faith-based organizations and institutions for partisan gain. We 
offer these ten principles to those seeking to accept the responsibility that comes 
with holding public office. 

1.War is contrary to the will of God. While the use of violent force may, at times, 
be a necessity of last resort, Christ pronounces his blessing on the peacemakers. 
We look for political leaders who will make peace with justice a top priority and 
who will actively seek nonviolent solutions to conflict. 

2. God calls us to live in communities shaped by peace and cooperation. We reject 
policies that abandon large segments of our inner city and rural populations to 
hopelessness. We look for political leaders who will re-build our communities and 
bring an end to the cycles of violence and killing. 

3. God created us for each other, and thus our security depends on the well-being 
of our global neighbors. We look for political leaders for whom a foreign policy 
based on cooperation and global justice is an urgent concern. 

4. God calls us to be advocates for those who are most vulnerable in our society. 
We look for political leaders who yearn for economic justice and who will seek to 
reduce the growing disparity between rich and poor. 



5. Each human being is created in the image of God and is of infinite worth. We 
look for political leaders who actively promote racial justice and equal opportunity 
for everyone. 

6. The earth belongs to God and is intrinsically good. We look for political leaders 
who recognize the earth's goodness, champion environmental justice, and uphold 
our responsibility to be stewards of God’s creation. 

7. Christians have a biblical mandate to welcome strangers. We look for political 
leaders who will pursue fair immigration policies and speak out against 
xenophobia. 

8. Those who follow Christ are called to heal the sick. We look for political leaders 
who will support adequate, affordable and accessible health care for all. 

9. Because of the transforming power of God’s grace, all humans are called to be in 
right relationship with each other. We look for political leaders who seek a 
restorative, not retributive, approach to the criminal justice system and the 
individuals within it. 

10. Providing enriched learning environments for all of God’s children is a moral 
imperative. We look for political leaders who will advocate for equal educational 
opportunity and abundant funding for children’s services. 

Finally, our religious tradition admonishes us not to bear false witness against our 
neighbor and to love our enemies. We ask that the campaigns of political 
candidates and the coverage of the media in this election season be conducted 
according to principles of fairness, honesty and integrity. 

(*as found at http://www.kycouncilofchurches.org/council-statements) 

http://www.kycouncilofchurches.org/council-statements


IDEAS FOR FAMILIES 

Background 
This week’s gospel lesson (Matthew 22:15-22) is well-known, primarily because of 
Jesus’ iconic statement, “Render unto Caesar the things that Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.”  As much as it is well-known, it is also mis-understood 
(and mis-used) as a policy statement, by Jesus, regarding the separation of church 
and state.  As laudable as such a separation might be, it was not likely on Jesus’ 
mind.  Rather, the statement was more an example of rhetorical skill and a 
backhanded way of challenging his opponents’ allegiances.  Clearly, some of these 
issues are beyond the reach of younger children.  Nonetheless, the story is worth 
their acquaintance, and they can certainly identify with persons (perhaps even their 
family members) arguing over political matters like taxes.  They can also 
appreciate the notion of offering to God the best of who they are.  Older children/
youth can explore more complex questions like the various allegiances of our lives. 

The Text - Matthew 22:15-22 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that 
you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, aware 
of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show 
me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to 
them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then 
he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.’ When they heard this, they were amazed; and 
they left him and went away. 

For Younger Children 

*Share the story with the children.  You may want to use the story sheets pasted 
below. 

*Ask questions like… 
-People sometimes discuss matters of politics around election times.  We see these 
discussions (debates) on television and even among people we know.  Sometimes 
these discussions become arguments.  How do these arguments make you feel?  
What might people do to keep conversations from turning into arguments? 



-The question put to Jesus was a “tricky” one, and Jesus answered it in a “tricky” 
way.  How do you think Jesus felt when he was asked a tricky question, and how 
did others feel when he answered in a tricky way? 
-What do you think it means to give “to God the things that are God’s?”  How do 
we give things to God? 

*Invite some art depicting the gospel story, or perhaps depicting people engaged in 
discussion during this election season, or giving to God the things that “belong to 
God.”  

*Help the children identify some “things they can give to God,” and help them do 
so. 

*Close with a prayer: 
Let’s pray…Gracious God, 
you love us so much, 
and you give us all we need to live. 
While we can never repay your love, 
may we show our gratitude, 
by giving to you the very best of who we are, 
as your daughters and sons. 
Amen. 

For Older Children/Youth 

Older children and youth can explore some of the more subtle (and controversial) 
nuances of the story, which might make for some good conversation. 

After reviewing the text (perhaps inviting the youth to read, or even “act out” the 
scene), consider the “conversation starter” below and its possible connection to 
current events and our lives.  Have fun with it! 

***** 

“Jesus Reframes the Question” 
a conversation starter by 

Audrey West 
as found at Sunday’s Coming  

published by The Christian Century 



Everybody, it seems, is out to get Jesus. 

This time it’s the Herodians and disciples of the Pharisees who conspire to trap 
him. Their topic of choice (taxes) could have been plucked from the moderator’s 
cue cards in a presidential debate. 

At first they sound like big-money lobbyists seeking to influence a congressional 
committee chair, offering slavish praise of their target’s character. Beneath the 
flattery we might imagine closed captioning that reveals their unspoken thoughts: 

Teacher, we know that you are sincere [To be honest we think you are full of it],  
and you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth, and show deference to 
no one [by the way, why don’t you defer more readily to our authority?]; for you do 
not regard people with partiality [of course, everybody knows some people are 
inherently better than others]. 

They press on and ask: Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor? 

Of course, their coalition party would not agree on the proper answer to their own 
question. As agents of Rome, the Herodians favor the tax and may well be lining 
their own pockets before the revenue gets shipped out of the province. The 
Pharisees, however, like other Jewish people of their day, resent the tax as well as 
the idolatrous image of Caesar that was struck into the face of the coins required to 
pay it. 

If Jesus supports the tax, the Pharisees can accuse him of disloyalty to God. If he 
opposes the tax, the Herodians can charge him with sedition or, at the very least, 
ensure that his name appears on the first-century equivalent of an FBI watchlist. 
Always one to speak in images—typically in the form of parables, but this time 
taking advantage of a visual aid—Jesus asks about the coin. Then he refuses their 
framing and offers a different picture, suggesting that God’s values are not the 
same as the world’s values. “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.” 

His statement ends the debate, while leaving an unspoken question hanging in the 
air. Will we worship the one whose image is stamped on a coin (or on a building, 
or banner, or campaign poster)? Or will we worship the one who is the very image 
of God-with-us? 

****** 



CHILDREN’S BIBLE LESSON
MATTHEW 22:15-22

�

We are in the middle of an election season.
People will soon be casting their votes for 

candidates for offices like President, Senator, 
School Board member, and others.

Some persons have already voted by mail or in 
person.



�

Election seasons are also times when people 
talk a lot about our nation, including their hopes 

and worries for the present and future of our 
nation.



�

Sometimes people argue about these things,
which is not always very nice.

How do arguments make you feel?



�

Jesus sometimes found himself in debates, 
even arguments, with people about the politics 

of his time.



�

Like the time when he was asked about paying 
a tax to the Roman Emperor, Caesar.  They 

asked Jesus,
“Should we pay the tax, or not?”

People did not like paying the tax, so it was a 
tricky question.



�

Jesus asked for a coin used to pay the tax, and 
when someone gave a coin to him, Jesus 

asked,
“To whom does this coin belong?

Whose image and name are printed on it?”
They answered, “Caesar.  The Emperor.”



�

“Well then,” Jesus said, “give to Caesar that 
which belongs to Caesar, and give to God that 

which belongs to God.”



�

It was a tricky answer to a tricky question.
But what might it mean for us today?



�
Jesus knew a scripture that said,

“The whole world belongs to God, and 
everything in it,”

so in a way Jesus was saying,
“Remember, whatever you might give to 

someone else,
God deserves to receive your very best!”



�

Let’s pray…Gracious God,
you love us so much,

and you give us all we need to live.
While we can never repay your love,

may we show our gratitude,
by giving to you the very best of who we are,

as your daughters and sons.
Amen.


