
WALNUT HILL CHURCH 
RESOURCES FOR HOME WORSHIP AND STUDY 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

In the pages that follow you will find four resources.  Please adapt and use them as 
might be helpful for you and/or your household… 
…the order of Morning Worship being used for our in person and Facebook live 
stream service on Sunday, September 27 
…a transcript of the sermon for Sunday, September 27, Yes, I Will 
…excerpts from the book, Across That Bridge, for reflection and conversation 
…Ideas for Families including the Children’s Bible Story for September 27 

If you do not have a Bible handy, you can visit www.bible.oremus.org and search 
the lessons in question. 

!  

http://www.bible.oremus.org


MORNING WORSHIP 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020, 11AM 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GREETING AND WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

OPENING SENTENCES 
Jesus said:  Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
The promise is to you, your children and all people, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls. 
Let us worship God.  Amen. 

PRAYER 
Loving God:  you call us to be your children, living in your love.  May we receive 
your love today, and having received that love, may we share your love in word 
and action.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

SONG 

SCRIPTURE - Matthew 21:23-32  (edited) 
 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will ask you one 
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 
these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?’ … they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ So he said to them, ‘Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
“Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he 
changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and 
he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 
father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-
collectors and sinners are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-



collectors and sinners believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him. 

HOMILY  

SONG 

PRAYERS 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, 
and we will live this day in thanks and praise… 

(the prayers continue) 

…God our creator, you give us work to do in the vineyard which is your world.  
Even as we say “yes” to your call, may we go out into the vineyard and work.  
Guide us in that work, and teach us to live in the Spirit who made us your sons and 
daughters, in the love that makes us sisters and brothers. 
  
All these prayers we offer in the Spirit of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying…
Our Father who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
The God of peace be with us. 
Amen. 
Bless the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 

POSTLUDE 



YES, I WILL 
Matthew 21:23-32 

September 27, 2020 
Michael L. Ward 

 Among the examples of public correspondence that have found place in our 
nation’s informal, and sometimes formal, archives is the so-called “Letter from the 
Birmingham Jail.”  The letter was written by Martin Luther King, Jr, in the spring 
of 1963 from the Birmingham City Jail, in which he was at the time incarcerated 
for having organized and led a public demonstration in violation of a circuit court 
order forbidding such activity. In this open letter, King offered an in depth 
philosophical and theological foundation for nonviolent civil disobedience 
(breaking the law) citing authorities from Socrates to Thomas Aquinas, even 
quoting the ancient church father, Augustine, who wrote: “Unjust law is no law at 
all.” I recommend the letter to your reading, even if you have read it in years past. 
Its timeliness for these days is really quite remarkable.  

 I want to note that the occasion for King’s letter was not spontaneous.  Its 
writing was not a simple function of Dr. King finding himself in prison with time 
on his hands and wanting to justify his actions. Rather, the letter was written in 
response to a previous open letter addressed to him by a collection of Alabama 
religious leaders including various bishops and other church executives.  In this 
earlier letter, often titled the “A Call for Unity,” these institutional leaders 
expressed sympathy, even agreement, with the goals and ideals of the civil rights 
movement.  Nonetheless,  they questioned Dr. King’s confrontational tactics, 
particularly the sort of public demonstration for which he was now serving time. 
They wrote … we are convinced that these demonstrations are unwise and 
untimely. So as not to overlook their agreement with King in principle, they further 
wrote… When rights are consistently denied, a cause should be pressed in the 
courts and in negotiations among local leaders, and not in the streets. 

 In addition to his arguments regarding the legitimacy of public 
demonstration, including nonviolent civil disobedience, King included a word to 
the signatories of this Call for Unity, the esteemed clergymen who no doubt 
reckoned themselves to be philosophical friends of the movement … I must 
confess that I have been gravely disappointed with the white moderate. I have 
almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great stumbling block in 
his stride toward freedom is not the White Citizen's Council or the Ku Klux Klan, 
but the white moderate, who is more devoted to "order" than to justice;  who 
constantly says: "I agree with you in the goal you seek, but I cannot agree with 



your methods of direct action”… Shallow understanding from people of good will 
is more frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will. Again, I 
invite you to a few minutes reading this important piece American public writing. 

So, what prompts my sharing all this with you today? A case could be made 
that recent and current events provide sufficient prompt, and that might be true.  
Nonetheless,  the immediate prompt is actually more biblical, namely our gospel 
lesson in which Jesus finds himself in conflict with the religious leaders of his time. 
Acting outside of the religious institution and creating no small amount of 
controversy, Jesus is approached by those leaders who challenge him, By what 
authority are you doing these things? Jesus deflects the question through a bit of 
rhetorical gymnastics.  Then follows another one of those parables of Jesus that 
evoke delight and/or consternation depending on who is listening: ‘What do you 
think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and 
went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, 
sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The 
first.’

Whatever else it might mean, this parable affirms Jesus’ inclination, 
particularly in Matthew’s gospel, toward actions rather than words. It’s one thing to 
say the right thing, and quite another thing to do it. In the case of this parable’s 
original context, the supposed audience, members of the religious establishment, 
knew all the right words, holiness, mercy, love, and the like, but they lack actions 
that embodied them. By contrast, the common people, often viewed disparagingly 
for their lack of religious correctness, frequently in sometimes surprising ways, 
maybe even surprising to themselves, do the good they are often inarticulate in 
speaking.  So which embodies the will of the Father (in heaven). why those who 
DO the Father’s will, of course.  The good news, as Matthew presents it, is that it is 
never too late to change one’s mind, as in the case of the first son, and begin to do 
the will of the Father. No matter how vehemently one might have refused that will 
in the past. The worst case scenario is to convince oneself that correct thoughts and 
words are adequate to fulfilling the Father’s will.  That is a sure way to miss the 
kingdom of God.



No doubt the relationship between words and actions provides an occasion 
for reflection in all areas of life, personal and public. It is one thing to know what is 
right, merciful, compassionate, just, etc, even to articulate endorsement of them. It 
is another thing to act upon that which one knows to be true, to “do the Father’s 
will.”  This relationship between thoughts, words, and actions has always been 
present and important, perhaps even more so these days. 

For instance, Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” In response to 
that instruction, most, perhaps all, of us here would say, “Yes, I will,” but have we 
embodied that “I will,” not only in our personal lives,  but also in the face of 
pressing public matters like the coronavirus, racial justice, and climate change.  
And how do we view to those who, perhaps in ways that aren’t our style, are 
seeking to do the work of love in the world.  Are we inclined to criticize, perhaps 
even discount, them. Again, the good news is that it is never too late to change our 
minds, never to late to go out “into the vineyard” and do the truth, certainly if in 
the past we have spoken or lived in opposition to it, but also, and perhaps more 
likely in our case, if we have known the right words to say, even said them often 
enough, but never quite matched the words to our actions. Even for us it is never 
too late to begin acting according to those truths that we claim to know and often 
speak.

Well, I suppose that is enough, even more than enough, to consider for now.  
Allow me to close with these words from Dr. King’s letter…

If I have said anything that overstates the truth and indicates an unreasonable 
impatience, I beg you to forgive me.  If I have said anything that understates the 
truth and indicates my having a patience that allows me to settle for anything less 
… I beg God to forgive me.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.



ACROSS THAT BRIDGE 
John Lewis 

excerpts for reflection and discussion 

LOVE 

*(p.179) - Love is the willingness to sacrifice, to be beaten, to go to jail, to be 
killed for the betterment of society rather than live out your life in silence.  The 
Civil Rights Movement, above all, was a work of love.  Yet, even fifty years later, 
it is rare to find anyone who would use the word love to describe what we did… 

*(p.180) - We all live together in the same house - in different rooms, perhaps, but 
under the same roof and within the same walls.  If one section of our house begins 
to rot  - a basement, a back room, a closed off closet - the entire structure is in 
danger of collapsing.  It is only by recognizing our unity that we can prevail. 

*(p.183) - I doubt that professors who teach the history of the movement today 
would say that if you boiled down our intent into one all-encompassing residual 
word the remaining essence would be love…Yet I am here to tell you that among 
those of us who were at the heart of the movement, who fully imbibed the 
discipline and philosophy of nonviolence and viewed it as a reflection of profound 
truth, for those of us who accepted it not simply as a tactic but as a way of 
authentically living our lives - our sole purpose was, in fact, love. 

*(p.185) - To reconcile ourselves with one another, we must release our judgments 
and make peace with the fact that we are one.  This country was founded on the 
ideal that we are all created equal. If we truly believe in the equality of all 
humankind, how can we put down and belittle one another? How can we disrespect 
and prejudge one another? How can we come to the point where we malign and 
hate one another. 

*(p.193) - Forgiveness plays a powerful role here because it paves the way for 
reconciliation and love. In the movement, we did not seek retaliation or revenge 
against or attackers, because we recognized that we could not harm them without 
harming ourselves.  We saw them as wayward brothers and sisters who had lost 
their way. 

*(p.194) - Instead of suggesting that people with cultures and customs we do not 
understand, people with different color skin, or those who speak another language 
are somehow beneath us, instead of developing an elaborate rationale to justify our 



discomfort, it is more honest to simply admit our insecurity and gain acceptance…
Once we accept differences as an acquiescence to the truth, wisdom begins to 
emerge.  Perhaps the variations in appearance and expression that seem to occupy 
so much of our concern-tall, short, black, brown, straight hair or curly, white or 
yellow, fat or slender, gay or straight - are more an expression the broad 
imagination of the Creator than they are an indication of our value or worth. If 
these manifestations of love are all equal, then they are merely expressions of the 
infinite possibilities of the universe. 

RECONCILIATION 

*(p.199-200) - …I believe the true destiny of humankind is to recollect that it is 
light and to learn how to abide in infinite awareness of the divine in all matters of 
human affairs. Thus, the true mission of our work in government and through 
community action is to help free humanity to follow this high calling. 

*(p.201-202) - Let me be clear.  This work is not mandatory.  We can choose to 
block our own perception of the light and live in darkness. In fact, we can become 
so dark that even our eternal spark becomes very, very dim, so faint that we are 
hardly aware of its existence. Yet, more often than not, no matter how tarnished or 
weak the flame, when the forces of darkness seem like they are about to consume 
us, we will ourselves survive, and we begin to stand in the center of our inner light 
and invite its power to clear away the darkness that has clouded the soul. 

*(p.203-204) All of ur struggles here are based on one erroneous, pervasive, and 
persistent belief that we are somehow separated from the divine, that some of us 
have more light than others, therefore making them more deserving than others.  
We believe some people are more special, more capable, more influential, more 
intelligent, more gifted, and have a greater capacity for good than others, often 
based on material possessions and outer appearances…This is actually an illusion 
that is blind to the interdependence of the entire creation, which unites the weak 
with the strong, the privileged with the poor, and the ugly with the beautiful.  All of 
the inequities of our world are basically attempts to actualize this erroneous belief.  
And that is why there is turmoil, because we are in conflict with the truth, working 
to manifest an idea that is false.   

*(p.206-207) - Living as light means putting away remedies based on fear, 
retribution, and revenge and acting collectively through government to respect the 
dignity of all humankind - not just those we agree with or whose paths we 
understand - but every human being.  It means that if correction is necessary, we 



must search for ways to rehabilitate that are consistent with our faith. We cast out 
the sins of war, torture, terrorism, corporal punishment, and condemnation and find 
ways to bring individuals back into balance through remedies founded in truth.  
Then our ways and means will not lead to turmoil, but will turn us back toward 
peace. 

*(p.207) - All our work, all our struggle, all our days add up to one purpose: to 
reconcile ourselves to the truth, and finally accept once and for all that we are one 
people, one family, the human family, that we are all emanations of one divine 
source and that source is Love. 

*(p.207-208) - You are a light.  You are the light. Never let anyone - any person or 
any force - dampen, dim, or diminish your light. Study the path of others to make 
your way easier and more abundant. Lean toward the whispers of your own heart, 
discover the universal truth, and follow its dictates. Know that truth always leads to 
love and the perpetuation of peace.  Its products are never bitterness and strife.  
Clothe yourself in the work of love, in the revolutionary work of nonviolent 
resistance against evil. Anchor the eternity of love in your soul and embed this 
planet with its goodness.  Release the need to hate, to harbor division, and the 
enticement of revenge.  Release all bitterness.  Hold only love, only peace in your 
heart, knowing that the battle of good to overcome evil is already one.  Choose 
confrontation wisely, but when it is your time don’t be afraid to stand up, speak up, 
and speak out against injustice.  And if you follow your truth down the road to 
peace and the affirmation of love, if you shine like a beacon for all to see, then the 
poetry of all the great dreamers and philosophers is yours to manifest in a nation, a 
world community, and a Beloved Community that is finally at peace with itself. 



IDEAS FOR FAMILIES 

Introduction 

This week’s scripture (Matthew 21:23-32) includes another parable of Jesus, the 
parable of the two sons.  The context for the parable is a challenge by the religious 
authorities regarding Jesus’ unconventional teachings and actions, “By what 
authority…”  After deflecting their challenge, Jesus issues a challenge of his own 
by means of the parable, particularly the hypocrisy of the religious leadership who 
talk a good game but do not follow through on their words.   While the matter of 
religious hypocrisy might or might not be a useful topic for your household 
conversation, the notion of following through our spoken words with authentic 
actions seems a worthwhile lesson for all ages. 

Scripture - Matthew 21:23-32 

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say 
to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”, we 
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, 
‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things. 

‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed 
his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 
father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 
tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did 
not change your minds and believe him. 

IDEAS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN 

For younger children you might want to focus on the parable itself, particularly the 
idea of following through our words with actions. 



Begin with the parable:   ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the 
first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will 
not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 
said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two 
did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ 

You might want to use the story sheets pasted below. 

Talk about the parable and its application… 

*How would you feel if you were the parent in this story?                                
*What do you think about Jesus’ question…Which son did the will of his father? 
*How do you feel when someone tells you they will do something, and then does 
not do it?            
*What are some things that God asks us to do in our lives and in the world?      
*How might we actually do those things at home, at school, in the neighborhood? 

Try some art work showing people saying “yes” to God’s will by actually doing 
God’s will. 

Close with a prayer, perhaps the one at the end of the story sheets: 

God, you ask us to do your work in the world, 
by loving, caring, forgiving, and helping those around us. 

Help us not only to say “yes” to what you ask, 
but even more to “do” what you ask. 

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

IDEAS FOR OLDER CHILDREN/YOUTH 

Older children/youth are likely better able to work with the context of the parable, 
namely the challenge made by the religious leaders against Jesus (authority?) and 
Jesus’ challenge to the religious leaders (hypocrisy).  You will need to assess the 
value of these issues for your children/youth. 

In any case, you might begin by sharing the lesson, including the parable.  Invite 
the children/youth to read the lesson. 

Engage some conversation with questions like… 
*Why might the religious leaders have been troubled by Jesus’ words and actions? 
*Does Jesus actually answer the challenge? 



*What do you think is the point of the parable? 
*What might be some examples of people saying the right words but not following 
through by their actions? 
*What can we do to be sure that our words and actions agree? 

Explore with your children/youth some things that you believe to be true, that you 
say “yes” to as well as ideas for acting upon those things. 

Close with a prayer like… 

God, help us to both speak and act in ways that do your will.   
When we say “yes” to love, may we “do” love.   
When we say “yes” to mercy, may we “do” mercy.   
When we say “yes” to ______, may we “do” _______. 
Thereby we reveal ourselves to be your faithful daughters and sons. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



!  

This morning we have another one of those stories, 
parables, that Jesus enjoyed telling, 

and people enjoyed hearing. 



!  

Today’s parable is about a man who had two sons. 
He asked one of the sons to go work in the vineyard. 

The son said, “No, I will not” 



!  

But later he changed his mind, 
and went out to work as his father had asked. 



!  

Meanwhile, the father asked his other son, 
to go into the vineyard and work. 

That son said, “Yes, I will.” 



!  

But instead of working, 
that son went out and spent the day doing other 

things. 



!  

Jesus asked, 
“Which son did the will of the father?” 

What do you think? 



!  

God asks us to go out into the world and do his will, 
by loving, caring, forgiving, and many other ways… 



!  

What will our answer be to God’s request, 
and more importantly, 

what will we do? 



!  

Let’s pray… 
God, you ask us to do your work in the world, 
by loving, caring, forgiving, and helping those 

around us. 
Help us not only to say “yes” to what you ask, 

but even more to “do” what you ask. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


