
WALNUT HILL CHURCH 
RESOURCES FOR HOME WORSHIP AND STUDY 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2020 
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

In the pages that follow you will find four resources.  Please adapt and use them as 
might be helpful for yourself and/or your household… 
…the order of Morning Worship being used for our in person and Facebook live 
stream service  
…a transcript of the sermon for Sunday, August 9, Walking On Water 
…the August 9 edition of Walking Through Scripture lectionary reading guide 
…Ideas for Families including Children’s Bible Story and a Youth 
Conversation Guide 

If you do not have a Bible handy, you can visit www.bible.oremus.org and search 
the lessons in question. 

!  

http://www.bible.oremus.org


MORNING WORSHIP 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2020, 11AM 

THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GREETING AND WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

OPENING SENTENCES 
Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name. 
Make known God’s deeds to all people. 
Sing to God, sing praises, tell of all God’s wonders. 
Seek the Lord’s strength and continued presence. Amen. 

PRAYER 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to 
pray, and more ready to give than we are to ask.  Pour out on us, and all people, the 
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which we are afraid to 
speak, and giving us those those good things of which we are afraid to ask. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SONG 

SCRIPTURE - Matthew 14:22-33 
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he 
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind 
was against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the 
lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, 
saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’  Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if 
it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got 
out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he 
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 
him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of 
God.’ 



HOMILY - Walking on Water 

SONG 

PRAYERS 
Eternal God, we rejoice this morning in the gift of life, which we have received by 
your grace, and the new life you give in Jesus Christ.  Especially we thank you for 
 the love of our families… 
 the affection and companionship of our friends… 
 the neighborhood and community in which we live… 
 strength and ability to serve you and others today… 
God of grace, we offer our prayers for the needs of others and commit ourselves to 
serve them as we have been served in Jesus Christ.  Especially we pray for 
 those closest to us in families and neighborhoods… 
 those from whom we are estranged and alienated… 
 refugees, the homeless, and all those who struggle to make ends meet… 
 the people of Beirut (Lebanon) and the eastern United States as they recover 
from recent calamities of human or natural causes… 
  
All these prayers we offer in the Spirit of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying…
Our Father who art in heaven…  Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, and may the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be and remain with us always.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE 



Walking On Water 
Matthew 14:22-33 

August 9, 2020 
Michael L Ward 

What kind of faith is required to empower a person to step out of a boat in 
the middle of the night into rough water of unknown depth with the intent of 
walking upon that water?  Our first response to this question might be that 
something other than faith is required to prompt such an action, that response being 
an indication of the incredible nature of the event from our perspective.  To even 
take our beginning question seriously, much less answer it, requires that we accept 
the possibility of walking upon water. I do not mean finding an ingenious way to 
do so via some new technology; rather, I mean simply walking across the water.  I 
invite you this morning to suspend your critical thinking or expand your 
imagination as needed to accept, for the moment, the possibility of such a thing.  
Then, having accepted the possibility that one might walk on water, what sort of 
faith would be required to step out of the boat? 

While we are thinking about this question, let’s take a few moments to look 
more closely at the story that prompts it.  We are likely familiar with the story of 
Jesus walking upon the water, especially in the form that Matthew tells it, 
including Peter’s attempt to walk on the water as well.  The interesting detail often 
overlooked in our recollection of the event is that of the three gospels that include 
this story (Matthew, Mark, John), Matthew is the only one to include Peter’s 
special participation.  In both Mark and John, the disciples find themselves in 
rough seas; Jesus approaches them; they become frightened; he calms them; he 
enters the boat; the seas subside.  Only in Matthew’s telling does Peter get out of 
the boat and walk to Jesus upon the waves. 

The central question here is the reason for Matthew’s departure from the 
basic form of the story.  What is he trying to say by adding this detail?  What do 
you think? One possibility is that Matthew is lifting up the reputation of Peter as an 
individual of boldness, a leader among the followers of Christ, the one who was 
willing to speak or act that which the others might have been thinking but 
unwilling to say or do.  This is a possible motive, for by the time of Matthew’s 
writing Peter had become an influential, almost legendary, leader in the church.  
Yet, Matthew’s portrayal is not an unambiguous one, for Peter does eventually 
sink.  The other possibility for Matthew’s special telling of the story, one that I 
believe holds some real merit, is that Matthew employs Peter’s attempt to walk on 



the water as a means to say something about all of us and the possibility of our 
walking on water. 

In the story itself, I am struck by the ordinary nature of the invitation to 
Peter to step out of the boat. Once the disciples get past their terror at seeing what 
they think is a phantom, Peter puts forth the request, “Lord, if it is you, bid me to 
come to you upon the water.” Jesus’ reply, “Come,” is so unspectacular as to be 
almost comical.  Peter steps out of the boat. The remarkable thing about the next 
part of the story, so often overlooked, is that he does it. Peter walks on the water! 
He gets almost all the way to Jesus, virtually within his reach, before the 
circumstances of the moment distract him and convince him that this should not be 
happening.  Yes, Jesus does chide him a bit for his “little faith,” but the comment 
itself is spoken against Jesus’ assumption of the possibility, not the impossibility, of 
walking on water. 

 I think it is only our suspicion of human nature, and faith, that causes Peter 
to go down in history as the one who sank, rather than as the one who walked upon 
the water with the Lord.  That sort of negative spin to the story is like saying that 
the Wright Brothers were not successful at Kitty Hawk because they came back to 
the ground after a few seconds. Did they fly, or did they crash? History has it that 
they flew.  Peter walked on the water that night, not without the danger of sinking, 
but he stepped out of the boat and walked, and when he did sink, the hand of Jesus 
was there to lift him up. 

So what is Matthew trying to tell us about faith?  On the one hand, Matthew 
reveals that the occasion of faith is the response to the invitation of the Lord. 
“Come,” Jesus said, as matter of fact as that. In response to the invitation, Peter 
acted.  In that sense, Peter’s step out of the boat was his faith, his response to the 
invitation.  Moreover, I think Matthew also appreciates that our faith experience 
has its ambiguity.  Sometimes we are able to step, sometimes not.  Even at times 
when we have taken several steps, the next one is not always forthcoming.  In such 
moments the hand of the Lord is extended to us, and more the encouragement than 
the rebuke, “Do not doubt!” Do not doubt what?  Do not doubt your capacity to 
step, whatever the outcome might be.  The hand of the Lord is available to you. 

So back to the question with which we began, “What sort of faith is required 
to step out of the boat?” Or to make the question a bit more applicable, “What sort 
of faith is required to step out of bed,” when the circumstances of the day make 
stepping out of bed aimless or fearful? “What sort of faith is required to step out of 
our home to a new place” whether we speak literally of a new physical place or 



more figuratively of moving from the familiar to the unknown?  “What sort of faith 
is needed to step out from the conventional wisdom” to speak or act in a way 
contrary to popular opinion?  And perhaps most profound, “What sort of faith does 
it take to step out of this life into the life to come?”   

Let me be clear that “stepping out of the boat” is not the same as 
“abandoning the ship” because we are afraid it is sinking and we have no other 
choice.  Such abandoning is a negation, or an act of desperation at best.  Rather, the 
step we speak of is a recognition that a time has come to walk upon the waves 
rather than ride, and it is a step we can take because as Matthew reminds us, we 
step toward someone whose gaze and hands are extended toward us.  

 My friends, the faith required is the step itself, not some theological or other 
thinking that we muster in our minds or hearts and from which we step.  No, faith 
is the step.  We hear an invitation to step, whether that invitation is extended to us 
through our circumstances, through a neighbor, or through our own conscience. 
Having heard the invitation and reckoning it as from the Lord, the one in whom we 
ultimately trust, faith is the step, the first step, whatever we might think about the 
outcome.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in his book The Cost of Discipleship, wrote that 
whether we walk on the water, or sink, the first step is crucial.  Faith is swinging 
our legs over the side and getting up out of bed.  Faith is speaking the word that 
violates convention.  It is releasing this life to take hold of the next. 

An interesting observation about his telling of the story is that Matthew’s is 
the only version of the story in which the end finds the disciples in a new place, not 
in terms of their boat ride, but in terms of themselves. In Mark’s gospel they 
simply do not understand what has happened around them.  In John’s gospel, the 
boat simply runs up on the shore. Only in Matthew do they come to a new 
realization of who Jesus is as the Son of God, and I suspect a new realization of 
what it means to follow such a Son of God.  This new realization is the surest 
outcome of any step of faith. 

 As drenched as Peter was when he climbed back in to the boat, gasping for 
air, his heart beating wildly, that night was not defeat for him.  Two people walked 
on the water that night.  Matthew suggests the possibility of many more, all who 
are willing take the step, which is faith. 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 



WALKING THROUGH SCRIPTURE 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2020 
“Joseph and His Brothers” 

Lessons 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45 
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 

Introduction 
 This week’s walk through scripture continues through the patriarchal 
narratives, now entering into the saga of Jacob’s favorite son, Joseph, including 
several stories (Gen 37-50).  There was clearly a strong tradition surrounding the 
person of Joseph, as indicated by the fact that the descendants of his two sons, 
Ephraim and Manasseh, received territorial shares in the Promised Land equivalent 
to the shares of Joseph’s brothers’ descendants.  In fact, the so-called “northern 
kingdom” of Israel was sometimes informally referred to as “Ephraim.”  The story 
of Joseph also established the historical connection between the Israelites and the 
empire of Egypt, a connection that would prove important, and sometimes 
problematic, for the later nation of Israel.  It is important for us to remember that 
the events of the biblical narrative played out on a relatively small stage, 
geographically speaking, the nations of Egypt and Israel were very near neighbors. 

Commentary 
 The story of Joseph and his brothers is a classic case of family dysfunction.  
Jacob apparently made no effort to hide his favoritism regarding his son Joseph, 
which along with Joseph’s sometimes obnoxious personality, cultivated resentment 
among his brothers.  Even so, we can hardly imagine the brothers’ collective 
agreement to sell Joseph into slavery and then create a story to convince Jacob that 
his favorite son had been killed by a wild animal (Gen 37).  This is once again an 
example of biblical family values at their worst. 
 The storyteller has the long view in mind, and this extraordinary tale sets the 
stage for a long saga of God’s providence, which by series a twists and turns will 
eventually deliver Jacob’s family, including Joseph’s brothers, from a famine that 
will engulf the region years later.  For now we, or at least Joseph, can be grateful 
that Reuben mustered enough courage to convince his brothers not to immediately 
kill Joseph, thus setting the stage for his sojourn in Egypt. 
 From the vantage point of human behavior, there are few, if any, good 
examples to follow in this story.  Would that Jacob had been a little more even 



handed in his parenting.  Would that Joseph might have kept his dreams to himself.  
Would that his brothers might have not been so jealous.  Would that Reuben might 
have suggested a mediation.  Such is the human condition.  For now, we have to 
wait and see how the saga of Joseph will unfold. 

***** 

As you read this week’s (Aug 9) lessons… 
…recall a moment when you did (or did not) speak up for the vulnerable person in 
the group.  (Gen 37) 
…explore how the psalmist interprets the Joseph story. (Ps 105) 
…what do you think it means to “confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead?” (Rom 10) 
…what does the story of Jesus and Peter walking on the water teach us about faith?  
(MT 14) 

Enjoy your walk this week? 



IDEAS FOR FAMILIES 

Background -  
 This week’s gospel lesson, “Jesus and Peter Walking on the 
Water,” (Matthew 14:22-33) is Matthew’s version of a story found in various forms 
among the gospels in which Jesus stills the storm, walks on the water, etc.  
Matthew’s is the only version of the story in which someone (i.e. Peter) in addition 
to Jesus walks on the water.  It is an interesting story about faith and doubt, fear 
and courage, mingled together. 

The Story -  
 Jesus had just finished feeding the 5,000 people. When everyone was done 
eating, Jesus told the disciples to get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side 
of the sea. Jesus stayed there and said goodbye to the people as they left to go 
home. When everyone was gone, Jesus climbed up the mountain to pray to God 
and he stayed there late into the night. 

 During the night, the disciples were still in the boat on the sea when a strong 
wind came and battered the boat with waves and wind. As the boat was getting 
tossed around, Jesus came toward them walking on the water. The disciples were 
scared and were crying out in terror. Jesus said to them, “Have courage, it is me. 
Do not be afraid.” Peter said to Jesus, “if it is really you, tell me to come to you on 
the water.” Jesus said, “Come.” 

 Peter got out of the boat and began walking to Jesus on the water, but then 
he got scared because of the wind and the storm and he began to sink. He said, 
“Master, save me!” Jesus reached out and saved him. Jesus said, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 

 Then Jesus and Peter got into the boat and wind ceased and the sea calmed. 
The disciples were amazed and said, “You truly are the Son of God!”  

Ideas for Younger Children- 

Start with a prayer -  
Loving God, we ask you to be with us as we explore what your words mean for our 
lives. Help us to grow in our belief and to not be afraid of the things you invite us 
to do. Amen. 



Share the story with the children - 
Read/tell the story, inviting the children to share in the telling as they are able.  You 
may wish to use the story pages found below. 

Talk with the children about the story- 
Given the nature of the story, you will want to remind the children NOT to go into 
any body of water without parent/adult permission.  See the story pages below. 

Explore the excitement and/or fear that sometimes mingle in the doing of new 
things.   
-What new things cause us to be excited, or afraid, or both? 
-To whom can we go when we need help doing a new thing? 
-How does Jesus help us when we must do something new? 

Invite some chalk (or marker/paper) art portraying the disciples, Peter, Jesus, 
etc, and/or the children doing something new with Jesus’ and others’ help. 

Close with a prayer - 
Jesus, sometimes we have to do new things we have never done before.  When we 
do new things, remind us that you are with us to help us and keep us safe.  Thank 
you for reaching out your hand when the water gets rough.  Amen. 

***** 
Ideas for youth: 

Youth find themselves in a time of life when they are trying new things, some they 
choose, some required of them.  While they might not admit it, those new 
situations can be occasions of anxiety for them, as well as excitement.  While we 
want the youth to be careful in their exploring of new things, we also want them to 
be courageous.  It can be an interesting balancing act for them, and for us. 

Sharing the story- 
The Message Bible provides a fresh translation of this traditional story. 

As soon as the meal was finished, he insisted that the disciples get in the boat and 
go on ahead to the other side while he dismissed the people. With the crowd 
dispersed, he climbed the mountain so he could be by himself and pray. He stayed 
there alone, late into the night. 



Meanwhile, the boat was far out to sea when the wind came up against them and 
they were battered by the waves. At about four o’clock in the morning, Jesus came 
toward them walking on the water. They were scared out of their wits. “A ghost!” 
they said, crying out in terror. 

But Jesus was quick to comfort them. “Courage, it’s me. Don’t be afraid.” 

Peter, suddenly bold, said, “Master, if it’s really you, call me to come to you on the 
water.”  He said, “Come ahead.” 

Jumping out of the boat, Peter walked on the water to Jesus. But when he looked 
down at the waves churning beneath his feet, he lost his nerve and started to sink. 
He cried, “Master, save me!” 

Jesus didn’t hesitate. He reached down and grabbed his hand. Then he said, 
“Faint-heart, what got into you?” 

The two of them climbed into the boat, and the wind died down. The disciples in 
the boat, having watched the whole thing, worshiped Jesus, saying, “This is it! You 
are God’s Son for sure!” 

Talk about the story- 
-Why do you think Peter asked Jesus to invite him on to the water? 
-Why do you think Peter started to sink after walking several steps on the water? 
-What new things in your life cause you to be excited and maybe a little frightened 
as you think about doing them? 
-How can you tell the difference between a “new thing” you should try and one 
that it would be best to pass by? 
-How do you know when you should do something even though you are nervous 
about it?  How do you know when to listen to your nervousness as it might be a 
warning sign for something that is dangerous, unhealthy, etc? 
-To whom might you go to help you in those times when you have to try something 
new, but you are anxious about it? 

Close with a prayer- 
Life is full of new things, new challenges, that we face everyday.  God, give us 
wisdom to know which new things to try, and which to pass by.  Give us courage to 
do what is good for us, even if it is new and different, and give us courage not to 
do those things that would hurt us or others.  We are grateful that Jesus is always 
around to lend us a hand when the waters get rough.  Amen. 



�

Jesus and the disciples lived much of 
their lives  near a large lake known as

“The Sea of Galilee”

Several of the disciples were fishermen, 
and they were all familiar with water and 

boats.



�

One day the disciples were in a boat on 
the lake, and a storm came up. 

They were having trouble keeping water 
out of the boat, and they could not make 

much headway against the wind and 
waves.



�

Suddenly, they saw Jesus walking on 
the water toward them.

They could not believe it was Jesus, but 
he convinced them that it was he.



�

Peter shouted, “Lord, if it is you, let me 
come to you on the water.”

Jesus said, “Come on.”

So Peter stepped out of the boat, and 
he walked on the water toward Jesus.



�

Looking around at the wind and waves, 
Peter got scared and started to sink.

Jesus reached out his hand, and helped 
Peter back into the boat.



�

The disciples were all amazed, and they 
knew that Jesus was someone very 

special!



�

So what might we learn 
from this story?



�
First of all,

we must always be careful around the 
water, whether it be a pool, a lake, a 

river, or the ocean.
ALWAYS get your parents’ permission 

before going in the water, like Peter got 
Jesus’ permission before stepping out of 

the boat.



�
The story about Jesus and Peter 

walking on the water is also a story 
about faith when we have to do new 

things.
Sometimes we do things we have never 

done before…
We go to school, or to a new school, for 

the first time.
We move to a new house, or a new city.

We wear masks when we go to the 
store, or when we visit friends and 

family. 



�
Doing a new thing can sometimes make 

us feel excited, or scared, or both.

However the new thing makes us feel,
there is always someone there to help 

us…
…a parent or grandparent

…a friend
…a teacher



…and, of course…

�

JESUS

WHO IS ALWAYS THERE TO LEND A 
HELPING HAND!



What new things in our lives make us 
excited, or scared, or both?

To whom can we go when we need help 
trying to do a new thing?

Let’s ask Jesus to help us with the new 
things in our lives, let’s pray…

Jesus, sometimes we have to do new 
things we have never done before.  

When we do new things, remind us that 
you are with us to help us and keep us 
safe.  Thank you for reaching out your 

hand when the water gets rough.  Amen.


