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Sunday Services ONLINE ONLY 
August 16, 23, 30.  See article inside. 

       August 10, 2020 
Dear Friends, 
 Included among the earliest membership rolls of Walnut Hill Church were/are the 
names Caesar, Hannah, Ned, Loudon, Sam, and Paddy.  With the exception of Caesar and 
Hannah, who were married with the last name “Moore,” the last names of these several 
Walnut Hill members were not included on the roll,  apparently because they were single 
“slaves” of other Walnut Hill Church members and were listed as part of those 
households.  Whether or not these “members” of Walnut Hill Church attended every 
Sunday, along with their “masters,” we have no way of knowing, though if they did, they 
likely sat in one of the balconies that no longer exist in our Sanctuary.  I wonder if they 
received Communion, and if so, did they receive it separately? I wonder what were their 
thoughts if they happened to be present on a Sunday when the lesson might have come 
from John 8,  “Then you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.”  
 In addition to the coronavirus, 2020 will likely be remembered as a year of racial 
reckoning in the United States.  We have had other occasions of reckoning in our nation’s 
history, and in all such moments, including this one, the question becomes what we will 
do with them.  We can attempt to ride this one out, hoping that things will return to 
“normal” until the next occasion of reckoning, or we can seize it as an opportunity to live 
further into our ideals as a nation.  Even if the nation declines that opportunity, we, as 
followers of Christ, can seize the opportunity to become more like the One whom we 
follow, and perhaps come to know and live the truth that can set us all free. 
 In the meantime, when the opportunity presents itself to gather again in our beloved 
Sanctuary, perhaps we can take a moment to acknowledge the communion of saints, those 
women and men who have gathered here before us, including Ned, Loudon, Sam, Paddy, 
Caesar, and Hannah. 
         Peace,  Mike Ward 



ONLINE SERVICES ONLY… 
AUGUST 16, 23, 30 

 In light of the Pastor’s vacation, our Sunday 
services for August 16, 23, and 30 will be online 
only, via Facebook live stream at 11am.  Please be 
aware that you can view the service any time after its 
original posting.  Visit the Walnut Hill website 
(www.walnuthillchurchky.org) and click on the 
Facebook icon at the bottom of the page. 
 Coronavirus and weather permitting, we 
anticipate resuming our outdoor worship gatherings 
on Sunday, September 6.  No date has yet been 
determined for resuming indoor worship gatherings. 

ACROSS THAT BRIDGE 
by John Lewis 

 You are invited to participate in a shared 
reading and discussion of the book, Across That 
Bridge, by John Lewis, the late U.S Representative 
and civil rights leader.  Details regarding discussion 
times/format are still being worked out.  For now, 
you might want to secure your copy of the book 
from your preferred bookseller, and start reading. 

BACKPACK MINISTRY 
 While much remains uncertain regarding the 
coming school year, one thing certain is Walnut 
Hill’s commitment to the students and families of 
Brenda Cowan Elementary School by providing 
weekend backpacks of food items for 35 students 
each week throughout the school year.  It’s a big 
challenge, and we are up to it.  Contact Margaret 
Wharton or Alice Shashy for more information 
regarding how you can support this ministry. 

“VIRTUAL” CYCLING RIDE 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

This year’s Walnut Hill Cycling Ride is going 
virtual.  Participants will be invited to ride “wherever 
they are” on Saturday, September 5, posting their 
ride miles, photos, etc.  Participants and others will 
be invited to make “Cycling Ride Donations” online 
through the Walnut Hill website or by check to the 
church (designated “cycling ride”).  Proceeds will 
provide digital books for students at Brenda Cowan 

Elementary School.  Contact our Ride Coordinator, 
Julie Swim, for more information. 

WALNUT HILL REACHING OUT 
The Vestry has approved a fourth coronavirus 
disbursement of $2,000, this one to the following 
organizations and agencies:  God’s Pantry, Nathaniel 
Mission, Catholic Action Center, Greenhouse 17, and 
the Ronald McDonald House. 

NEWS 
*Eli Horman recently completed the requirements 
of the Eagle Scout rank, including the required Eagle 
Scout project.  Eli’s project was the construction of a 
“woodshed” near the fire ring on the church grounds.  
*Work was recently completed replacing/expanding 
water/irrigation lines around the cemetery and 
church grounds.  This expanded system will enable 
support of recent (and future) tree plantings. Contact 
Lyle Hanna or Gip Downing for more details. 
*At its meeting on July 26, the Vestry authorized an 
“exploration” into the effects of historic/systemic 
racism on Walnut Hill’s life and ministry and 
possible responses to it.  Contact Mike Ward if you 
would like to participate in this exploration. 
*A nominating committee has been established to 
prepare a slate of nominees for Vestry, Class of 2023, 
and Vestry officers, Class of 2021.  Contact Nell 
Horman or Amanda Masthay if you have suggestions  
of persons to serve on Vestry. 
*Youth (socially distant and masked) met at Walnut 
Hill on August 2.  The young people visited about 
their Covid-19 Summer.  They also learned about 
mindful breathing as a tool for both managing the 
strong emotions of these days as well as sensing the 
presence of God with(in) them. 

YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT… 
Thanks to all those who have supported Walnut Hill 
during these days.  Contributions may be sent to: 
Walnut Hill Church, 575 Walnut Hill Rd, Lexington, 
KY  40515.  Also, you can now support Walnut Hill 
online via the Walnut Hill Church website, 
www.walnuthillchurchky.org (click the “Give” 
tab), or by text at 859-354-3919.   
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