
WALNUT HILL CHURCH 
RESOURCES FOR HOME WORSHIP AND STUDY 

SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2020 
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

In the pages that follow you will find four resources.  Please adapt and use them as 
might be helpful for yourself and/or your household… 
…the Service of Morning Prayer being used for our in person and Facebook live 
stream service  
…a transcript of the sermon for Sunday, July 26, No Separation 
…the July 26 edition of Walking Through Scripture lectionary reading guide 
…Ideas for Families including Children’s Bible Story and a Youth 
Conversation Guide 

If you do not have a Bible handy, you can visit www.bible.oremus.org and search 
the lessons in question. 

!  

http://www.bible.oremus.org


MORNING WORSHIP 
SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2020, 11AM 

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Please maintain face coverings and social distance  
as we gather. 

GREETING AND WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

OPENING SENTENCES 
I love the Lord, because God has heard 
my voice and my requests. 
Because the Lord has listened to me, 
I will call upon God as long as I live.  Amen. 

PRAYER 
Gracious God: Today we offer to you our praise and thanksgiving.  Receive them 
as signs of our lives dedicated to your service in this world.  We are servants of 
your love toward all people. By this service we return our gratitude for all your 
goodness toward us.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SONG 

SCRIPTURE - Romans 8:26-39 
We know that God is at work in all things for good for those who are called 
according to his purpose….What then are we to say about these things? If God is 
for us, who is against us? …Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?…
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  

HOMILY - No Separation 



PRAYERS 

We praise you, God our creator, for your handiwork in shaping and sustaining your 
wondrous creation.  Especially we thank you for… 
 …the miracle of life and the wonder of living. 
 …the particular blessings coming to us in this day. 
 …the treasure stored in every human life. 
 …the voices of those who have spoken up and spoken out in recent days. 
We dare to pray for others, God our Savior, claiming your love in Jesus Christ for 
the whole world, committing ourselves to care for those around us in Jesus’ name. 
Especially we pray for… 
 …those who work to turn injustice into an opportunity for renewed justice. 
 …those who suffer from, or are fearful of, the coronavirus. 
 …those whose lives and livelihoods have been threatened in recent days. 
 …the church as it bears witness to your love, mercy, and peace. 
All these prayers we offer in the Spirit of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying…
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

SONG 

DISMISSAL 
The grace of God be with us all, now and always.  
Amen. 
Bless the Lord.  
The Lord’s name be praised. 

PRELUDE 

Please maintain face coverings and social distance  
as we depart. 

***** 
*Children/youth may stay with their families or join Jacqueline, Amanda, and 
Brian on the playground side of the building for a Bible story and conversation. 
*Offerings may be left in the basket on the greeting table. 
*Food items for the Backpack Ministry may be left in the marked container. 

Thank you! 



NO SEPARATION 
Romans 8:26-39 

July 26, 2020 
Michael L. Ward 

 Earlier this spring I had the occasion, or better said, the privilege of 
participating in a memorial service for the spouse of a colleague and friend.  The 
death occurred after a long life and marriage, so while there was mourning to be 
sure, there was also much for which to give thanks in regard to an individual life 
well-lived and a shared/loving life-long relationship. We were then, in May, as 
now, in the midst of “Covid-time,” so the gathering had to be virtual. Rather than 
despairing of this, my colleague took the opportunity to bring together persons near 
and far  for an online celebration of life.  I was honored to be asked to participate 
by offering reflections on a scripture of my choosing. I chose Romans 8, our 
lectionary text for the day, or more specifically the last couple verses… 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.   
  
 These verses represent the culmination of the Apostle Paul’s reflections on 
the sufferings and struggles of the present life, struggles of which he had 
experienced plenty, leading some to suggest that his list is autobiographical.  
Uncomfortably implicit in such sufferings, whenever or wherever they might be 
experienced, is the thought that they indicate some kind of separation from God 
and God’s love, a separation caused perhaps by some failure on our part, or even 
divine oversight. After all, how could such things happen to us if God’s love was/is 
present with us. Thus the use of Romans 8 on the occasion of a funeral/memorial 
service is not uncommon since the experience of separation from a friend or family 
member is one of the harder aspects of the loss occasioned by death. Someone who 
has been side-by-side with us through the ups and downs of life is suddenly 
removed from our presence.   

 For his part, Paul rejects the notion that anything he, or anyone else, might 
ever experience or imagine in life, even death, could ever separate us from God 
and God’s love. Of course, Paul had not experienced Covid-19, which seems to 
have done a pretty good job of separating us from each other, physically at least, 
not to mention our separation from many other things that have been part or our 



ordinary lives up until a few months ago, including for many of us our regular 
worship life. 

 Life, of course, is full of apparent separations.  We separate from our 
mothers, quite literally, at birth. Childhood is long process of separation from 
parents until we step out on our own to school, to work, to life.  No wonder one of 
the earliest developmental challenges in life is “separation anxiety.” We separate 
from friends along the way of our life journey, and not always for negative reasons.  
Happily though, “joinings,” occasions of coming together, occur along the way as 
well. We come together with siblings and friends, some of whom stay with us for a 
long time, and if we are so blessed, a life partner, who accompanies us to myriad 
places and experiences.  There may also be children and grandchildren who join 
us. Even so, the separations are ongoing. Friends leave or pass. Children and 
grandchildren go on their way, hopefully with our blessing, and also, as in the case 
of my friend, so do life partners, if such a parting occurs after a lifetime together, it 
is a separation that has a finality about it like few, if any, others, because we have 
been joined to her/him, not just for so long, but so deeply. Nothing can separate us 
from the love of God, so the apostle declares, but what about from each other? 

 The seemingly strange, at least to us, nature of Covid-19, and these days, 
weeks, months of Covid-tide, may reveal a seemingly paradoxical truth, namely 
that we can never be ultimately separated from each other. No doubt, we would 
love to be in each other’s physical presence today (as we had a taste over the last 
couple Sundays), to share a handshake/embrace, but for reasons we all know, that 
is simply not advisable, and thus we are physically separated again. Nonetheless, 
we are together, not just virtually but really, are we not?  All who have connected 
to this recording, or our live stream, or even our thoughts and prayers, are united 
with one another by the Spirit of God. The technology and/or our prayers simply 
give our togetherness a particular form, even as in more ordinary times our bodies 
would give our togetherness a particular form. According to the apostle, it is the 
Spirit that creates togetherness, a joining that defies separation, or better said, 
transcends. 

 So too, I think, with the separation occasioned by coronavirus, in which our 
friends, neighbors, even family members might now be out of reach, beyond our 
physical touch, but not beyond Spirit, neither God’s Spirit, nor ours, for it the same 
Spirit in us as in God, which, in fact, is the basis for Paul’s conviction that 
separation has been overcome, distance transcended. The Spirit of God transcends 
the distance. So wherever we are, we cannot be separated from God, or Christ, or 
each other, certainly not by Covid-19. For the same spirit that was in Christ, was 



also in Paul, and also in you and me, wherever we happen to be this day.  The form 
is truly and really different, and in many ways, that different form presents an 
undeniable challenge for us to recognize it, but the togetherness is real, and 
ongoing, and unbreakable… 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor Covid-19, nor 
anything else in all creation, will ever be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, or from each other … 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   



WALKING THROUGH SCRIPTURE 
SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2020 
“Seeing God in the Story” 

Lessons 
Genesis 29:15-28 
Psalm 105:1-11, 45 
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Introduction 
 This week’s walk through scripture includes a portion of Psalm 105.  As to 
type, Psalm 105 is a hymn of thanksgiving and praise celebrating God’s presence 
and providence during the early days of Israel’s life, before it was a nation, from 
the patriarchs through the exodus and wilderness wanderings.  Its selection for this 
week is likely to complement the ongoing Old Testament readings from Genesis, 
the stories of the “patriarchs.” Not only was Psalm 105 a resource for worship, but 
likely also a means to teach the nation’s pre-history to worshipers young and old.  
Whatever “music” might have accompanied these lyrics, the worshiper likely came 
away from them with the melody of Israel’s past lingering in their consciousness. 

Commentary 
 Psalm 105 opens with a call to “give thanks” to God, to celebrate God’s 
works, to sing praises, etc.  Then follows a lyrical narrative of God’s presence and 
providence on behalf of the nations forebears.  In a way, the narrative served for 
Israel in a similar way as the stories of our “Founding Fathers.” Regrettably, the 
“Founding Mothers” are not mentioned.  The limitations of the narrative 
notwithstanding, the song reminds us that biblical faith is a narrative faith.  It is 
less about ideas than experience, less about philosophy than story.  The foundation 
of faith for the ancient Israelites were the stories of the patriarchs (and matriarchs), 
even as the foundation of faith for the church is the story of Jesus.  The narrative 
quality of our faith is exemplified by that early confession, the Apostles’ Creed, 
which is essentially a series of affirmations arising from the story of Jesus. 
 What this suggests to me is the importance of my own story as the ground of 
my faith.  The invitation is to look over my own experience of God’s presence and 
providence in my life.  While my story might not be a dramatic as the stories of the 
Bible, the signs of God’s involvement are there if I open my eyes to see them.  
From God’s deliverance through some troubled time, to God’s presence in the 
midst of uncertainty, to the encounter with the right person at the right time, I too 
can give thanks and celebrate God’s mighty deeds in my life.  Its not about looking 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=462359001
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=462359113
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=462359188
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=462359303


for magical interventions, but rather viewing my own story through the eyes of 
faith.  As the psalmist wrote, “Remember the wonderful works God has done…”  
From that memory of the past comes celebration in the present and trust for the 
future. 

***** 

As you read this week’s (July 26) lessons… 
…given its portrayal of women, is the story of Jacob’s marriages to Leah and 
Rachel worthy of study? (Gen 29) 
…recount God’s mighty acts in your own life story. (Ps 105) 
…are there prayers for which you have no words? (Rom 8) 
…have you ever had an experience when you happened upon something that made 
everything else pale by comparison? (Matt 13) 

Enjoy your walk this week!  



IDEAS FOR FAMILIES 

Children’s Story 

Below is the story being shared with children this Sunday morning, July 
26, along with some simple activities.  If you cannot be at Walnut Hill 
this Sunday, you may wish to share the story and activities at home. 

Background 
The lectionary continues to offer “parables” for our enjoyment and 
consideration.  This week’s parable are more similes than stories.  We 
are invited to consider how the “kingdom of heaven” (God’s intentions 
for the earth and its inhabitants) might be “like” a mustard seed, hidden 
treasure, pearls, and a net full of fish.  Remember that parables appeal 
more to imagination than to our analysis.  In that sense, children might 
be able to help us imagine how the kingdom of heaven is glimpsed in 
these images.  Have fun! 

The Text - Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.’ 
 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until 
all of it was leavened.’ 
 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 
and buys that field. 
 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he 
had and bought it. 
 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into 
the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So 



it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said 
to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom 
of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.’ 

Opening Prayer: Loving God, we ask you to be with us as we explore 
what your words mean for our lives. Guide us as we seek to understand 
your parables and words today. Amen. 

Preparation:  Given the tangible/visible nature of these stories, you 
might want to gather the following items if you have them available: a 
seed, something representing treasure (e.g. coins), a pearl, a net.  You 
might use these items in sharing or talking about the story. 

Share the Story:  (see the story illustrations below) 

Talk about the Story: 
*Jesus compared the Kingdom of Heaven to many things. I wonder 
which one you liked the most? 
*I wonder what Jesus might be telling us in these stories? 
*What might you use to “compare” the Kingdom of Heaven (God’s 
love)?  Maybe…a playground in which everyone gets along, a family 
that loves each other, …  
*Invite the children to finish the sentence:  God’s love is like…. 
Art:  Invite the children to chalk art (or marker/paper) drawing of the 
various parables or their “God’s love is like…” comparison. 

Closing Prayer: Loving God, help us understand your words and 
parables so that we can hold onto the gift you have given us in these 
parables that remind us that no matter how big or small, new or old, we 
are valued. Guide our ears, eyes, mouth, hands, and feet that we may 
engage in your mission in the world. Amen. 



PARABLES OF JESUS 

!  

We have already learned that Jesus enjoyed telling 
stories, especially parable, and his disciples enjoyed 

hearing them. 

This morning we hear some more parables of Jesus. 



!  

Jesus said, 

“God’s love is like a seed that is very small, but 
when it is planted in the soil, it becomes like tree in 

which birds can build there nests.” 



!  

Jesus said, 

“God’s love is like a pinch of yeast that a woman 
mixed into flour, and it baked into a large loaf of 

bread.” 



!  

Jesus said, 

“God’s love is like a treasure hidden in the ground.  
When someone finds it, he is so happy that he sells 

everything he owns to buy that field.” 



!  

Jesus said, 

“God’s love is like a valuable pearl.  When someone 
finds it, he sells everything he owns to buy that 

pearl!” 



!  

Jesus said, 

“God’s love is like a net filled with all kinds of fish, 
so many they can hardly be brought to the shore…” 



!  

Jesus asked the disciples, 

“Have you understood all these stories?” 

“Yes,” they said. 



So how about us? 
Let’s use our imaginations. 

What do we think Jesus meant when he said that 
God’s love is like… 

…a small seed? 
…a pinch of yeast? 

…a hidden treasure? 
…a valuable pearl? 
…a net full of fish? 

How would you finish the sentence, 
“God’s love is like…” 

!  



Conversation starters for youth: 
Parables are great “conversation starters.”  Invite your youth to read the 
lesson.  The Message Bible is a good one to use… 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Another story. “God’s kingdom is like a pine nut that a farmer plants. It 
is quite small as seeds go, but in the course of years it grows into a huge 
pine tree, and eagles build nests in it.” 

Another story. “God’s kingdom is like yeast that a woman works into the 
dough for dozens of loaves of barley bread—and waits while the dough 
rises.” 

“God’s kingdom is like a treasure hidden in a field for years and then 
accidentally found by a trespasser. The finder is ecstatic—what a find!—
and proceeds to sell everything he owns to raise money and buy that 
field. 

“Or, God’s kingdom is like a jewel merchant on the hunt for excellent 
pearls. Finding one that is flawless, he immediately sells everything and 
buys it. 

“Or, God’s kingdom is like a fishnet cast into the sea, catching all kinds 
of fish. When it is full, it is hauled onto the beach. The good fish are 
picked out and put in a tub; those unfit to eat are thrown away. That’s 
how it will be when the curtain comes down on history. The angels will 
come and cull the bad fish and throw them in the garbage. There will be 
a lot of desperate complaining, but it won’t do any good.” 

Jesus asked, “Are you starting to get a handle on all this?” They 
answered, “Yes.”  He said, “Then you see how every student well-
trained in God’s kingdom is like the owner of a general store who can 
put his hands on anything you need, old or new, exactly when you need 
it.” 



Questions for Conversation 
*If we think about “God’s kingdom” as the experience of God’s love, 
what might each of these parables be saying about God’s love? 
*How would you describe God’s love? 
*How might you finish the sentence:  “God’s love is like…” 

(For our in-person gathering on July 26, Brian will be visiting with 
youth regarding the Gospel of Mark, chapters 1 and 2.  You might want 
to invite youth to read those chapters in anticipation of that 
conversation.) 


