
WALNUT HILL CHURCH 
RESOURCES FOR HOME WORSHIP AND STUDY 

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2020 
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

In the pages that follow you will find four resources.  Please adapt and use them as 
might be helpful for yourself and/or your household… 
…the Order of Service being used for the in-person and Facebook worship  
…a transcript of the sermon for Sunday, July 19, Another Parable 
…the July 19 edition of Walking Through Scripture lectionary reading guide 
…Ideas for Families including Children’s Bible Story and Youth Conversation 
Guide 

If you do not have a Bible handy, you can visit www.bible.oremus.org and search 
the lessons in question. 

!  

http://www.bible.oremus.org


MORNING WORSHIP 
SUNDAY JULY 19, 2020, 11AM 

Please maintain face coverings and social distance  
as we gather. 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

SENTENCES & PRAYER  (from Psalm 139) 
Lord, you have searched me and known me.   
You are acquainted with all my ways. 
Where can I go from your spirit? 
Everywhere I might be, you are there. 
Such knowledge is beyond wonder, 
So high that I cannot grasp it. 
Wherever we might be, or go, or find ourselves, there God is, leading and holding 
us. We are never alone.  May this truth provide us the peace and patience we need 
in these strange times.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SONG 

A SIGN OF PEACE 
A traditional greeting in several religious traditions is the greeting, “Peace be with 
you,” sometimes followed by the response, “And also with you.”  For Christians, 
this greeting is associated with Jesus, or more particularly, the Risen Christ, who 
used it in meeting the disciples (e.g. John 20). 

In these days of coronavirus, when embraces, handshakes, and even fist-bumps are 
discouraged, perhaps this traditional greeting might be helpful, particularly if we 
can learn to “sign-it.” So let’s give it a try… 

SCRIPTURE - Matthew 13:24-30 
[Jesus told] them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in the field; but while everyone was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the 
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the servants 
of the householder came and said to him, “Sir, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He answered, “An enemy has 



done this.” The servants said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather 
them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat 
along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ 

HOMILY - ANOTHER PARABLE 

PRAYERS 
God of all mercies, we praise you that you have brought us to this new day, 
brightening our lives with the dawn of promise and hope in Jesus.  Especially we 
thank you for 
 the warmth of sunlight, the wetness of rain, and all that nourishes the earth… 
 the presence and power of your Spirit in our lives… 
 the support and encouragement we receive from others… 
 those who provide for public health, safety, and essential services… 
 the church in its mission around the world… 
Merciful God, strengthen us in prayer that we may lift up the brokenness of this 
world for your healing, and share in the saving love of Jesus.  Especially we pray 
for 
 those who exercise authority over others in public and private life… 
 those whose lives continue to be threatened and disrupted during the 
coronavirus… 
 those who speak and work for justice in our nation… 
 those caring for others in their families and communities… 
All this we pray through Christ, who taught us to pray… Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

SONG 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

Please maintain face coverings and social distance  
as we depart. 



ANOTHER PARABLE 
Matthew 13:24-30 

July 19, 2020 
Michael L. Ward 

 We have before us this morning what Matthew describes simply as “another 
parable,” one of several he has gathered to provide a sampling of Jesus’ teaching 
about the Kingdom of God, that shorthand phrase used to convey the notion of 
God’s intentions for the world and its inhabitants. As with other parables in the 
collection, this one is open ended and has yielded various interpretations, including 
one by Matthew himself (see 13:36-43). 

 For our part, as we did last week with the Parable of the Sower, let’s stick 
with the story as Jesus might have told it about a farmer who planted a field in 
grain. This farmer had a reputation for pristine fields, always well kept, and the 
highest quality crop. At some point during the growing season an unusual number 
of weeds emerged, mingling with the grain, threatening the yield.  The farm hands 
were dumfounded, wondering how could this have happened (perhaps some 
agricultural sabotage) and what should be done. “Shall we pull up the weeds,” they 
asked.  No doubt that must have seemed a reasonable course of action, but the 
farmer warned that to pull the weeds would risk the wheat, so they let them be, 
content to separate it all out at the harvest, grain and weeds. 

 As we have mentioned before, and is important to remember, parables are 
not intended to be fables offering some clearly delineated dos and don’ts.  Nor are 
they systematic theologies describing the divine in some academic way.  Instead, 
parables offer glimpses, sometimes fanciful, enigmatic, or even unsettling, of the 
world and God’s ways in the world, of life and God’s presence in the experience of 
life. They are best approached with imaginative wonder rather than careful 
scrutiny. 

 If that be the case, what sort of glimpse(s) might this parable offer regarding 
the world and God’s ways in the world, regarding life and God’s presence in the 
midst of life? Your guess is as good as mine, and if we were more conveniently 
situated, we might have some conversation to share our thoughts on the question, 
for parables are better approached by conversation than lecture. But since 
circumstances don’t allow such conversation, permit me a moment to share a 
couple possible “glimpses” arising from the story, no more, no less, than that, 
possibilities. 



 Regarding the world/life, the parable offers a sort of wisdom observation 
that, while quite obvious, we often do not want to acknowledge, namely, that this 
world, our lives, even our selves, include a mix of good and bad, helpful and 
harmful, healthy and unhealthy. From a distance, we can look at the world and see 
this ambiguity easily enough.  Similarly, in regard to other people we can see both. 
It gets a bit harder, however, when we bring it down to our own experience, to 
matters in which we are personally involved. Maybe we do not want to admit that 
our lives, even our own actions and intentions are a mixed bag of good and bad, 
that there are wheat and weeds in virtually everything about us. If we see this mix, 
we might be inclined to want to root it all out, to clean break or separation, but 
that’s not always possible, and in some instances not helpful. To acknowledge the 
ambiguous nature of the world, our lives, and our selves is not intended to make us 
cynical or depressed, but simply a bit more real, willing to accept the current 
ambiguity and live with it, while nonetheless affirming ourselves, others, and the 
world as good.  Despite the weeds, there is good in it, them, and us. 

 All kinds of objections could be made at this point.  Do we simply tolerate 
the evil in our midst? Shouldn’t we make an effort to improve our lives and the 
world in which we live?  Of course we should, but to think that we will ever 
achieve in this world, or in our lives, a field absolutely free of weeds may have its 
own negative (even disastrous) consequences, particularly when it comes to those 
persons and opinions that we are inclined to view as weeds in the field of our 
world or our lives. Relentlessly rooting them out might have unintended 
consequences. In that sense, I suppose, the parable offers a caution whenever we 
contemplate an action or strategy that we think will solve a problem once and for 
all. 

 While you mull that one over. let me also mention a possible glimpse of God 
offered in this parable, namely a glimpse of divine patience, or perhaps better said, 
the observation that God is about the long view of things.  There is in the story a 
certain confidence that the presence, and threat, of the weeds notwithstanding, the 
wheat will survive, and eventually the wheat will yield its grain. The weeds, well, 
they will pass away. This divine view is expressed in the saying popularized, but 
not coined, by Martin Luther King, Jr, “The moral arc of the universe is long, but it 
bends toward justice…” There is no definitive evidence of this in the universe, of 
course, even as there was no guarantee in the parable that the weeds would not 
ultimately devour the wheat. The farm hands had to trust the farmer on this.  

 I think there is some good news, very good news, as we look out over the 
field, the world, our nation, our lives, our own selves, and see plenty of the weeds.  



The intention is not passivity, but rather patience and, even more, trust that the 
“wheat” planted in the universe, in the world, in life, in each of us will endure and 
ultimately yield fruit, that harvest will come. And the weeds, so present to us now, 
will pass. So, whether it be regarding the world, the nation, or your self, don’t give 
up, lose heart, or become desperate in your actions. Instead, be intentional and 
deliberate, all the while trusting that you are in the service of One upon whom we 
can depend both in this world/this life, and in the world/life to come.  The harvest 
will be plentiful. 

 Well, so goes another parable.  If nothing else, it has hopefully given us 
something to think about and wonder over today, and remember, there’s plenty 
more where that came from. 

 In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 



WALKING THROUGH SCRIPTURE 
SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2020 

“The Wheat and the Weeds” 

Lessons 
Genesis 28:10-19 
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  

Introduction 
 This week’s walk through scripture takes us by Jesus’ parable of “ The 
Wheat and the Weeds” (MT 13:24-30), traditionally known as the parable of “The 
Wheat and the Tares.” Parables are a unique, challenging, and fun genre of 
teaching.  The well-known New Testament scholar, John Dominic Crossan, 
described parables as “subversive stories” intended to shake our common 
understandings of God, the world, and self.  They are not to be confused with 
fables, morality stories, or allegories.  Rooted in the common experiences of the 
audience, parables are intended to delight and confound the hearer while opening 
the door to new insight and awareness.  Matthew often prefaces parables with the 
introduction “the kingdom of heaven is like…”, a way of suggesting how radically 
different the reign of God is from our ordinary assumptions, expectations, and 
experience, as in the case of the wheat and the weeds. 

Commentary 
 This parable and its interpretation (13:36-43) have led some to speculate that 
Matthew, if not Jesus, has in mind the ambiguous nature of the church, namely that 
the church includes both genuine followers of Jesus as well as those whose 
discipleship is either insufficient or postured.  Elsewhere in his gospel, Matthew 
communicates his opinion that not everyone who claims to be a disciple actually 
qualifies (see MT 7:21), but only those who actually “live” the way and words of 
Jesus. Later theologians acknowledged that not everyone on the church roll was 
automatically on heaven’s roll.  Some were even willing to reverse the formula and 
suggest that some who were not on the church roll might be on heaven’s roll just 
the same. 
 The ambiguity of the church was likely not Matthew’s concern alone, but 
also a concern of his community, or at least some within the community.  It has 
been a concern within the church ever since.  How often it happens that some 
within the church question the legitimacy of others’ discipleship based on their 
beliefs, their lifestyles, or their dedication to the church’s ministry. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461815658
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461815725
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461815900
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461816036


 To his credit, Matthew’s inclusion of this parable provides a caution to 
himself and others not to judge those who don’t seem to measure up.  Let God take 
care of the judging.  For now, be content to let the wheat and the weeds coexist in 
the field, lest the attempt to root out the so-called weeds do damage to the genuine 
wheat.  We might even do better than that by recognizing all of us are a 
combination of wheat and weeds.  None of us are one hundred percent grain! 

***** 
As you read this week’s (July 19) lessons… 
…identify any “stones,” formal or informal, that mark significant moments in your 
life/faith journey. (Gen 25) 
…use Psalm 139 as a prayer this week. 
…identify some ways in which “creation groans” these days.  Are these groans of 
death or new life? (Rom 8) 
…looking at the “field” which is your own life, or your own self, where do you see 
“wheat” and “weeds”?  (Matt 13) 

Enjoy your walk this week! 



IDEAS FOR FAMILIES 

Introduction 

This week’s readings include another “parable” of Jesus.  Jesus was known as story 
teller, and among his stories, parables were his favorites.  As we have mentioned, 
parables are intended to offer glimpses of the world, life, and God’s ways.  We 
should approach them with a sort of open imagination, allowing them to offer 
whatever insights that might have for us today.   

The Scripture: Matthew 13:24-30 

Jesus told this story. “The kingdom of God is like a farmer who planted good seed 
in the field. At night, while all were asleep, his enemy came and planted weeds 
among the wheat and then left before anyone saw him. When the first plants started 
to appear and take shape, the weeds grew too. The farmer’s helpers asked the 
farmer where the weeds came from and the farmer said, ‘Some enemy did this.’ 
The helpers asked, ‘Should we remove the weeds?’ The farmer said, ‘No, if we 
remove the weeds, you will pull the good wheat too. Let them grow together until 
it is time for harvest. Then, when we are harvesting, we will separate the wheat 
from the weeds. We will separate the good from bad. We will keep the wheat, and 
burn the weeds.’ 

FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN 

Begin with a prayer:   

Loving God, we ask you to be with us as we explore what your words mean for our 
lives. Guide us as we hear and seek to understand your parable today. Amen. 

Tell the story: 
Read/tell the story, inviting the children to help you as their age might allow.  See 
the story pages below. 

Talk about the story: 
Ask the children to talk about the difference between wheat and weeds.  
Have they ever seen a field, a garden, a lawn that had absolutely no weeds?  
Probably not. 



Invite the connection the between the wheat/weeds in the story and happy/sad 
times in their own lives.  Most lives include both happy and sad times, successes 
and failures, etc. 
The presence of weeds in the field does not mean that there isn’t wheat there as 
well.  Sometimes they live together. 
Help the children to understand that no person, group, nation, etc, is perfect.  There 
will always be some weeds in this world, even in our own lives.  We do the best we 
can.  God will make sure the wheat survives, and will work things out in the end. 

An activity: 
Invite some chalk art (or paper/marker art) showing fields with wheat and weeds, 
and/or lives with happy and sad times. 

End with prayer: 

Loving God, help us understand your words and parables so that we may 
understand you better. Guide our ears, eyes, mouth, hands, and feet that we may 
share in your work in the world. Amen. 



�

Jesus told another parable,

“The Story of the Wheat and the Weeds”

The story goes like this…



�

A farmer planted wheat in the field.

The seeds were good.  The soil was 
good.

Everyone looked forward to a good 
harvest.



�

When the plants came up,

not only was there wheat, but also 
weeds!

No one knew where the weeds came 
from.



�

Maybe someone had come in the 
night and planted weeds with the 

wheat.

What were they to do about the 
weeds?



�

Maybe they should pull up the 
weeds?

The farmer said, “No, if we do that, 
the wheat will be pulled up with them.  
We will let them both grow together 

until harvest time.  Then we will sort it 
all out.”



�

That’s what they did, and when the 
harvest came, they gathered the 
wheat into the barn and threw the 

weeds on the fire.



�

“What a strange story,” the disciples 
thought,

“What could Jesus mean?”

What do you think Jesus meant by 
this strange story?



�

Maybe he meant that our world and 
our lives include both wheat and 

weeds….



�

…some things that make us happy, 
and some things that make us sad…



�

…some times when we “win,” some 
times when we “lose.”



�

They are all together in our lives.

Even so, our lives are good, and God 
will make sure that goodness 

continues to live and grow and bear 
fruit.

So what do you think?



Where do you see wheat and weeds 
in the world, in your life?

�

Let’s pray…
God, this world and our lives include wheat and 

weeds.  Some things make us happy; others 
make us sad.  Some times we do the right 

things, other times not. Even so, you cherish 
the good in the world, and in us, and you will 
make sure that it bears fruit.  Thank you God.  

Amen.



FOR YOUTH 

Read the story:  Invite youth to read the story.  The Message Bible might be a 
version the youth will appreciate… 

[Jesus] told another story. “God’s kingdom is like a farmer who planted good seed 
in his field. That night, while his hired men were asleep, his enemy sowed thistles 
all through the wheat and slipped away before dawn. When the first green shoots 
appeared and the grain began to form, the thistles showed up, too. “The farmhands 
came to the farmer and said, ‘Master, that was clean seed you planted, wasn’t it? 
Where did these thistles come from?’ “He answered, ‘Some enemy did this.’ 
“The farmhands asked, ‘Should we weed out the thistles?’  “He said, ‘No, if you 
weed the thistles, you’ll pull up the wheat, too. Let them grow together until 
harvest time. Then I’ll instruct the harvesters to pull up the thistles and tie them in 
bundles for the fire, then gather the wheat and put it in the barn.’” 

Some questions for conversation: 
*When you read/hear this story, what ideas come to your imagination? 
*Why might the farmer in the story have cautioned the workers about pulling out 
the weeds? 
*What do you think Jesus meant in talking about the “wheat” and the “weeds”? 
*When you look around at the world, our nation, the church, and/or your own life, 
where do you see “wheat” and “weeds”?   
*Where does the “wheat” come from?  How about the “weeds”? 
*What do you think we ought to do with the “weeds”? 
*Can God find good even in a world, a life, that includes “weeds”?  How about 
you? 
*Do you have confidence that the “wheat” will be ok even in the presence of 
“weeds”?  How can we help the “wheat” survive and thrive? 


