
WORSHIP RE-OPENING GUIDELINES 

As approved by the Vestry, the following guidelines are in effect for the resumption of in-
person worship at Walnut Hill Church: 

1. Commencement of live Sunday services beginning July 5, 2020 subject to the 
following: 

a. Services shall be outdoor only and dependent upon the weather, with 
cancellation at the discretion of the Pastor in a manner similar to winter 
weather situations; 

b. Services will continue to be available live through FaceBook or other media as 
deemed appropriate; 

c. Attendees will be requested to provide their own chairs; subject to the ability 
to maintain appropriate cleanliness standards, the Church may make chairs 
available to those in need; 

d. Attendees, including children above age five, will maintain social distancing 
and wear face masks when arriving and departing the church grounds and at 
any time that a 6 foot distance from a person outside a household grouping 
cannot  be maintained; masks are recommended when gathered for worship in 
socially distanced household grouping; masks will be available for those who 
fail to bring one; 

e. Children/Youth will be invited to stay with their households or participate in 
broadly grouped gatherings for children and youth, with appropriate social 
distancing and other precautions (see descriptions below - #5).  Infant/toddler 
care will not be provided until conditions permit; 

f. Access to interior spaces shall be controlled and generally only to permit access 
to restrooms; 

g. There will be no traditional communion or passing of a collection plate; a 
receptacle will be provided for collections and online or giving via mail will be 
encouraged; 

h. Music will be incorporated into the Service when and as appropriate; and 

i. There will be no congregating on the Church grounds either before or after the 
Service; strolling around the grounds is acceptable subject to maintaining 
social distancing requirements. The playground shall only be used under the 
supervision of the elementary childcare/gathering leaders. 

2. The Pastor, in consultation with the Senior Warden shall develop a communication plan 
to advise the congregation regarding Services, such communication shall clearly 
emphasize that participation should be carefully considered by each individual based 
on his/her circumstances and concerns and that participation is not an expectation. 

3. This recommendation applies to all Sundays in July, with the expectation that 
learnings from such Services shall be used in planning for a return to Services utilizing 
the Sanctuary when appropriate. 



4. The final decision to hold any Service based on this recommendation is always at the 
discretion of the Pastor after consultation with the Senior Warden if time permits, 
with the primary criteria in such decision being the determination that holding a 
Service can comply with government and health guidelines and not present an undue 
risk to those present. 

5. The Children/Youth gatherings noted in item 1.e above include … a broadly grouped 
elementary childcare/gathering with a simple story and activities meeting in a 
socially distant fashion in a shaded location outside.   It is expected that the children 
attending will be sufficiently mature to stay in place, or at least maintain distance 
from others.  If not, an adult or older sibling from that same household will need to be 
present to assist their child/younger sibling.  …a broadly grouped youth conversation 
meeting outside in a socially distant circle with a volunteer leader (or two).   A shade 
tree or the fire ring will provide the setting.  The locations for these two gatherings 
will be clearly marked, so that, especially in the case of the elementary group, 
children can be escorted by parents to that location with minimal contact between 
them.  Pickup protocol will be similar in regard to maintaining social distance between 
households. 


