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 The images have been more than disturbing: emergency personnel rushing toward a Pittsburgh synagogue 
in response to the report of an “active shooter,” mourners grieving loved ones killed in violence against mosques in 
New Zealand, surveillance camera video capturing the moment of an Easter morning explosion at a church in Sri 
Lanka. Regrettably, many similar events and images readily come to our minds. It is hard to believe that well into 
the 21st century, humanity continues to be plagued with the sort of sectarian hostility and violence we have wit-
nessed in recent weeks and months. No doubt, some of that violence finds its origins in conflicts deeper/other than 
the religious labels applied to the perpetrators and victims. Nonetheless, religious differences and divisions are part 
of the mix as well. 
 
 As Christians, we are called to be peacemakers, to love our neighbors, and to pray for those who are reck-
oned (by us or them) to be our enemies. We can act upon our calling in all sorts of ways,  including:  
 teaching our children from an early age that difference, including religious difference, is not to be feared but wel-

comed, and modeling that fearlessness and welcome in our own observations, comments and actions. 
 separating in our own minds between those who promote hostility/hatred and the religious groups of which they 

are a part. The truth is that all religious traditions, including our own, have their extreme and dangerous ele-
ments. Acknowledging that truth can help us see others as they really are rather than as we might imagine them 
to be. 

 questioning misinformation and disinformation regarding others, as well as challenging comments that are de-
rogatory or denigrating about others because of their religious tradition and/or practice. No doubt this can be a 
hard thing when the sources of such information/comments are our friends and associates. That said, our will-
ingness to question and challenge even our friends can go a long way to helping them see the world, and oth-
ers, differently. 

 standing in solidarity with persons who experience hostility, abuse, or violence because of their religious tradi-
tion. Such solidarity might include a “letter to the editor,” a contact to public leaders expressing concern for 
neighbors experiencing hostility, a visit to a neighbor’s house of worship when threats are made against them, 
or a note of friendship to a religious community that has experienced some form of violence, etc. Our teacher, 
Jesus, was unafraid to come alongside persons despised by those around them. 

 cultivating a deep spiritual life of our own, in our own tradition, that will help us live out the very best of who we 
are as followers of Jesus Christ, and enable us to see “Christ” in all our neighbors. 

 
 To paraphrase the words of the Apostle Paul, let us not be overcome by hatred, but overcome hatred with 
love.  So may we demonstrate ourselves to be followers of Jesus in these days. 

 
        Peace, 

         Mike Ward 

Responding to Religious Violence 

On Sunday mornings, June 16, 23 and 30, during the 10am hour, a series of conversations will be held addressing the religious
-based violence that has plagued humanity in the past and continues today (see above). The series sessions will include: 

 Sun, June 16, 10am - “Blessed are the Persecuted” - acknowledging the reality of religious -based violence 
(persecution) in the world today and investigating its roots. 

 Sun, June 23, 10am - “Keeping the Faith”- learning what it is like to be part of a persecuted religious group. 

 Sun, June 30, 10am - “Beyond Persecution”- exploring what Christians, along with others of good will, can do to 
support those experiencing religious-based violence and address its causes. 

 
Join us for these important conversations! 



Children & Youth News  By Lauren Fouts    

 Sunshine, evening showers, flowers everywhere, children riding by on bikes AND seemingly EVERYONE is outside 

again! We’ve been blessed without a late freeze and an almost unprecedented, beautiful spring!  How could we ask for any-

thing more than pleasant weather that gets children, of all ages, outside!  All the energy burgeoning in and around our young 

people is being unleashed and put to good use. They’re vivacious, happy and delighting in the freedom before life gets compli-

cated. 

 Congratulations to Alana Bloomfield, Taylor Burton, and Abigail Prewitt who are graduating from high school this 

year. All three are planning to attend college in the fall. We were pleased to acknowledge and celebrate their accomplishment 

during worship on Sunday, May 19, with gifts and a cake (after worship) in their honor. Our best wishes and prayers go with 

Alana, Taylor and Abigail as they begin writing the next chapter of their life story. 

 With a full and busy May, the Church calendar has been crazy busy, but it’s been a good busy! We’ve had an unusual 

Derby that racing fans will not soon forget; followed by graduations and the beginning of summer sports; and summer vacation 

plans. Whew!  It’s likely to be a busy summer, not the least of which includes the Confirmation of Lilah Bloomfield and Corinne 

Sharrard a little later in the summer. Two more “Cradle Roll” babies on the cusp of adulthood. They have been more than co-

operative and thoughtful in their attentive participation! After Vestry confirmation, it will be a joy to welcome them as full mem-

bers of Walnut Hill Church! 

 We’re going to need some HELP from volunteers willing to offer one Sunday morning in our classes this summer, in-

cluding the nursery and Pre-K class, as well as the Elementary & Middle School Discussions of Faith June 23, June 30, and 

July 7. As people travel, visitors come in, and families have sporting demands on Sunday mornings, the rule of thumb is to be 

flexible! Please consider offering an hour this summer for our younger members! 

 During the month of June, the Elementary and Youth Discussions of Faith, we will be taking a look at Religious Perse-

cution, in tandem with the Adult Discussion Class, as well as Worship. The Children and Youth Conversations will use the I 

Corinthians 13:12-13 passage: 

  12Now we see but a dim reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 

 Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13And now 

 these three remain: faith, hope, and love; but the greatest of these is love. 

 The goal of this series is to help young people, big and small develop the critical understanding that God’s nature is 

love. We believe and have faith that one day we will better understand God’s relationship with the Created Order; we have 

hope that God will redeem the world and accept us in all of our confessed and forgiven fragilities of mind and spirit; and, the 

love God has provided and our response loving others as God & Jesus first loved us will be eternal. More than anything, we 

will work to understanding that faith traditions of all ilk demand respect when we speak, interact and conduct ourselves around 

others. Jesus is the reason. He personified love. He emptied himself in love and calls us, his disciples, to do the same. A hymn 

from the ‘60’s, They Will Know We are Christians by Our Love, comes from the book of Acts 11:23-26 and 1 Peter 1:22-23.  

Jesus is the reason. He personified love. He emptied himself in love and calls us, his disciples, to do the same. We’ll explore 

the possibilities with an art project, song and reflection. Don’t miss it! 

Look for Walnut Hill Online and On Social Media 

Walnut Hill Church has a new web and social media presence.  Be sure to check us out: 
…online at www.walnuthillchurchky.org  
…on Facebook by searching “Walnut Hill Church” or by clicking the Facebook icon at the bottom of the web homepage. 
…on Instagram by searching “walnuthillchurchky” or by clicking the Instagram icon at the bottom of the web homepage. 
 
Thanks to Chris Bohmer for his supervision of this project, to Tom Chamberlin for his assistance, to Amanda Masthay for man-
aging our new Facebook and Instagram pages, and Trifecta Media for website construction and technical support. The website 
construction was funded by gifts to the Memorial Fund. 
 
Special thanks go out to Nelson Barnes who, prior to this renovation, managed Walnut Hill’s website, online communication, and 
internet technology for the last 15 years. Walnut Hill is grateful for Nelson’s long and faithful service. 
 

https://biblehub.com/greek/1161.htm
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https://biblehub.com/greek/3778.htm
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https://biblehub.com/greek/3306.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4102.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1680.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/26.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1161.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3173.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3778.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/26.htm
http://www.walnuthillchurchky.org


Walnut Hill Reaching Out 

Walnut Hill has been reaching out to neighbors near and far in recent weeks, including: 

 The Sandwich Ministry at the Community Inn (Catholic Action Center).  Thanks to recent sandwich ministers including an 
impromptu group of volunteers after worship on April 28 (Lyland Gray, Ruth Sharrard, Stephen Barnes, Elaine Horn, Isa-
bella Batz, Julianna Horn, and Barb Waldmann-Ward). 

 One Great Hour of Sharing.  Thanks to the participation of a dozen Walnut Hill households, combined with special 
gifts, $900 has been sent to support disaster/hunger relief, water projects, and human empowerment around the world. 

 The Nathaniel Mission.  Donations were received to sponsor the Nathaniel Mission Egg Hunt in Cardinal Valley on Easter 
Sunday, and as this newsletter is going to print, craft supplies are being gathered and a contribution is being sent to support 
the Mission’s summer camp program. 

 The Hope Center. As in past summers, we are welcoming your donations of travel-size toiletry items (soap, shampoo, tooth-
paste, etc.) to share with guests at the Hope Center. Place your donations in the “Hope Center” box found on the small table 
in the Sanctuary foyer. 

News of the Congregation 

 

 Sloane Miller Olszewski, daughter of Whitney Miller and Dave Olszewski, received 
the sacrament of Baptism during morning worship on Sunday, February 24. 

 George William Ward, a Member of Walnut Hill Church, and Jennifer Marie Beveridge 
were married on April 6 at the Vienna (Virginia) Presbyterian Church. 

 The Rev. Dr. David Sharrard supplied on Sunday, April 7, while Mike Ward was away 
attending his son’s wedding.  Thanks to David for his leadership in this way. 

 Jane Lange, a Friend of Walnut Hill Church, departed this life on April 20, 2019.  Jane is survived by her husband, 
Karl, also a longtime Friend of Walnut Hill Church   

 Stephen Barnes provided music accompaniment (guitar) for the Easter Sunrise Service on April 21.  Thanks to Ste-
phen for his leadership in this way. 

 Ben Horman is in southwest Texas during the month of June serving as a counselor at Camp Capers, a ministry of 
the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas.  Walnut Hill sponsored Ben’s travel expenses to/from the camp. 

 At its meeting on March 24, the Vestry received and acted to accept the resignation of Linda Barnes from service on the 
Vestry. The Vestry is grateful for Linda’s service.   

 Anne Atchison, a Member of Walnut Hill Church, departed this life on Monday, May 20. A gathering of remembrance 
and thanksgiving for Anne’s life was held at Walnut Hill Church on Friday, May 24. Interment was in the Lexington Ceme-
tery. 

Cemetery Association Annual Meeting Set for July 14 

 
The Walnut Hill Church Cemetery Association will hold its annual meeting on Sunday, July 14, immediately after morning wor-
ship at 12:00 Noon. The business of the annual meeting includes the Treasurer’s report, President’s report, the election of 
board members and officers, and other such business as might be needed and/or raised by the membership. This year, the 
Board is proposing to add an additional board member, which would be bring the total to five members. Your suggestions for 
nominees are welcome. Please share board member suggestions, as well as any meeting business items, with Lisa Smith, 
Board Chairperson via email at elisa.smith1707@gmail.com or 859-382-1186. 

Cemetery/Grounds Project Update 

 
A contract has been recently approved with Environmental Landscape, LLC, for the next phase of work toward the implementa-
tion of the long range plan for the cemetery and church grounds.  This work could begin at any time, so keep an eye open for it.  
This next phase includes the following specific items: 
 *installation of a property line fence adjoining the Dean property. 
 *water meter replacement and installation 
 *planting of new specimen hardwood trees (7) and flowering trees (11) 
As with previous contracts, so too in this case, the funds necessary to complete contract are currently in hand, and have been 
donated specifically for the cemetery/grounds project by Walnut Hill Members, Friends and Neighbors. We are grateful to these 
donors who are making it possible to continue progress toward our long range goal. If you have questions regarding the work 
completed, ongoing, and planned, and/or how you can support it, please contact Lyle Hanna or Gip Downing. 



Ecumenical News 

 Mozambique Cyclone Relief - The Episcopal Diocese of Lexington is receiving special contributions to support relief and 
recovery efforts in the wake of the devastating cyclones that recently struck the nation of Mozambique.  Using contacts 
developed over many years of ministry in that country, Bishop Mark Van Koevering is helping the Diocese provide direct 
assistance to those working among those in need.  

 

 A Sign of New Life - On March 3, the Korean Presbyterian Church congregation of Lexington dedicated its new building 
(the former Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church) at the corner of Tates Creek Road and Armstrong Mill Road. The event was 
an occasion of celebration both for the congregation and the Presbytery of Transylvania as it provided new space for a 
congregation and opened new opportunities for ministry in southeast Lexington. 

 

 The Ration Challenge - Church World Service is inviting persons to take “ The Ration Challenge,”  living for one 
week on the same “ration” typically received by persons living in refugee camps around the world.  Participants are invited 
to take up the challenge during the week of June 16-23, recruiting sponsors who will contribute to refugee support and re-
settlement, and receiving from Church World Service a ration packet for the week.  For more information, google “ration 
challenge - Church World Service.” 

 

 Healthy Congregations/Healthy Communities - The Kentucky Council of Churches is partnering with the Kentucky Dia-
betes Network and other organizations to raise awareness regarding the prevalence of diabetes and its complications in 
Kentucky.  For more information, visit  www.kycouncilofchurches.org and scroll down to the news item, “Help Inform About 
the Dangers of Diabetes.” 

From the Bike Ride Kitchen 

Walnut Hill Bike Ride — Saturday, June 29 

 
The 8th annual Walnut Hill Bike Ride (June 29) will be here before you know it.  Last year was such a beautiful day, we actual-
ly ran out of food! To those who donated food items for our bike ride in the past and worked in the kitchen, I send a huge thank 
you! This event would not be possible without your culinary skills. 
 
This year we will probably need more food. The proceeds will be donated to Athens-Chilesburg and the new Brenda Cowan 
Elementary School districts to purchase bikes for at-risk youngsters. And the families of those two schools will be invited as 
well.  So…there likely will be lots of folks enjoying our beautiful Walnut Hill grounds and countryside. Doubling the number of 
dishes that were brought last year would be a tremendous help. Hopefully there will be leftovers to be enjoyed on Sunday in 
Trinity Hall and/or donated to a local shelter. 
 
The main event is Dave Sharrard. Dave again will be flipping pancakes as fast as he can! Thank you, Dave! 
 
Since it is considered a “brunch,” I wanted to tickle your taste buds with some ideas. I can also provide recipes:  

 CASSEROLES (hash brown potato, egg & sausage/cheese, cheese grits, quiches)   

 MEAT (sausage balls, sliced ham, pre-cooked sausage links and bacon)   

 FRUIT (cut-up variety bowls, small apples, bananas, “Cuties,” grapes in small bunches, watermelon, apple sauce cups, 
yogurt cups)   

 SANDWICHES (egg salad, pimento cheese, ham turkey, chicken salad, NO peanut butter because of allergies) 
MUFFINS (small size preferred)   

 BULK FOODS…GFS, COSTCO, SAMS (cakes, pies, sweet rolls, cookies, etc)  

 DRINKS (Gatorade, tea, powdered lemonade/tea, ice)   

 OTHER ITEMS NEEDED TO BORROW (coolers, large drink dispensers for water, etc, large coffee maker). Remem-
ber, we have only one oven to keep things warm. So, everything that is brought should be fully cooked and warm. 

 
Please be thinking about what you might like to contribute. There will be three opportunities to sign up: (1) A sign up sheet will 
be in the foyer June 15 and June 23 (2) I will be in Trinity Hall those days if you prefer to talk with me directly (3) Text or call 
me with your choices. It would be helpful to name the dish you wish to bring on the sign-up sheet, but this is not a requirement. 
We will also accept check/cash donations, and in-kind gifts can be reimbursed as requested. 
 
Pray for a beautiful day. We will have lots of fun! And a special thank you in advance to each of you for helping to make this 
event a wonderful success! 
 
Margaret Wharton 
Bike Ride Kitchen Coordinator 
859-240-6847 — call or text with your suggestions and/or questions 



Responding to Neighbors in Need 

Central United States Tornado/Flood Relief 

 
The reports of tornadoes, severe thunderstorms and flooding have filled news reports over the last several weeks. Neighbor-
hoods in the central United States have been inundated and sometimes devastated by the water and wind. 
 
Over the last couple Sundays we have received special cash/check donations to support relief and recovery efforts. These do-
nations, along with community funds on hand, are being sent to the area via our ecumenical partner, Church World Service. 
 
In addition to dollars, we would like to send a tangible sign of our support in the form of Church World Service “Hygiene Kits,” 
which include vital items (e.g. soap, washcloth, toothbrush, etc.) for persons affected by natural/human caused disasters. We 
already have the kit contents on hand, we simply need your help assembling them, which we will do after worship on Sunday, 
June 9. This will be an intergenerational activity, and many hands should make for quick work. 
 
While the kits we assemble on June 9 might not go directly to the central U.S., they will help resupply Church World Service af-
ter the 1,500 kits already sent to the area, keeping CWS ready to respond to similar events in the United States and around the 
world. 

Trinity Hall Painting 

 
Work is soon to begin on the exterior of Trinity Hall, particularly repairing several windows and painting the trim around the entire 
building. This work will help Trinity Hall maintain its stately appearance and be weather ready for next winter. In addition to the 
primary work being done on Trinity Hall, the front door of the Sanctuary will also be refreshed with a new coat of stain. This work 
is being financed by existing Building Funds, which are supplied by income from the Besse Barker Trust and special gifts. 
Thanks to those who contribute to the Building Fund. Contact Ron Johnston for more details regarding this work. 

 

A Summer Prayer 

 
While not the case for everyone, the summer season is often associated with 
opportunities for travel, recreation and rest for individuals and households. 
Whether you plan some travel this summer or simply look forward to long sum-
mer evenings on the back porch, consider the following prayer:  
 
God of all seasons: During this summer season, help us learn the practice of rest 
and re-creation. Whether we travel far or stay close to home, may we open our 
eyes to the gifts found in the people and places around us. Even in the midst of 
our ongoing work, may we pause to enjoy the sound of children playing outside, 
the sight of birds tending their nests, the smell of the evening rain, and the splen-
dor of the night sky. Refresh our bodies, spirits and relationships this summer we 
pray. Amen. 



Walnut Hill Church 

575 Walnut Hill Road 

Lexington, KY 40515 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

SUNDAYS 
  
Sunday Conversations - 10am - Trinity Hall 
  
Morning Worship - 11am - Sanctuary (Holy Communion 
on 1st Sundays) 
  
Nursery Care and Sunday School - 11am - Trinity Hall 
  
After Worship Gathering - Noon - Trinity Hall 
  
Youth Gatherings - watch for scheduling 
 
 

Do you have news to share? 

 If you have news or photos for the Walnut Hill News to Use, submit them to Mike Ward at 

mward@walnuthillchurchky.org or to Lisa Smith at matchpt@twc.com. 


