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Thoughts from the Study 

 At the time of this writing, the news has recently broken regarding a Pennsylvania grand jury report concern-
ing child sexual abuse and the Church.  While not the sort of topic to which I would hope to dedicate this column, the 
seriousness of the grand jury findings demands comment. 
 
 Of first and foremost concern is the injury to the children (now adults) who were victims of abusive behavior 
by persons in leadership and authority, and the ongoing physical, emotional, and spiritual suffering they might still be 
experiencing. Of secondary concern is the Church’s loss of credibility to minister to and advocate for the most vul-
nerable in its midst.  Still further is the barrier now placed in the minds and hearts of persons for whom the gospel 
might no longer seem to offer “good news” because of the actions of those who represent the gospel and give it 
voice. 
 
 As I mentioned in a recent sermon (Aug. 12), the presence of inappropriate, even abusive, behavior within 
the Church has likely been the case from its very beginning, as the Church is not  (and has never been) immune 
from any of the ambiguities of the human experience. It is not the Church’s moral superiority that gives it hope, but 
rather the presence of Christ in the midst of its life, forgiving and healing the Church’s many faults and wounds, as 
well as confronting and challenging it to live as the community of Christ in the world   
 
 Moreover, the fact that this investigation concerned one branch of the Church in one particular part of the 
country (world), in no way relieves the rest of the Church from the need to reflect upon its findings and respond, in-
cluding: 
 acknowledging as a given that inappropriate and sometimes abusive behavior can (and likely does) exist within 

its midst. With that acknowledgment comes the responsibility to establish such practices and safeguards neces-
sary to protect the vulnerable and respond promptly when injury occurs. 

 recommitting itself to the Church’s calling to proclaim the good news of God’s love in word and action, not as a 
public relations strategy, but rather as a path to renewing its identity as the community of Christ. 

 
 The Church has faced many challenges over the centuries and endured many hardships, the greatest of 
which have often been self-inflicted. Time will tell the “institutional” damage of these most recent and similar past 
events on the future of the Church. That future is in God’s hands. For now, the Church can only say to God and to 
the world, “Here we are. If we can still be of use, we are willing to serve.” 
        Peace to all! 
 

        Mike Ward 

And It “Is” Good! 

A Celebration of the Universe Around and Within Us 

 
Join us on Sunday mornings at 10am beginning September 9 as we explore and celebrate the universe around and 
within us through the discoveries of modern science.  Using the “days” of Genesis 1 as a thematic framework, we will 
explore scientific disciplines such as cosmology, astronomy, chemistry, biology, and climatology. Each Sunday will 
include a brief and evocative presentation arising from one of the sciences, as well as a reflection regarding how 
each presentation inspires us with wonder, awe, and perhaps worship. We look forward to seeing you there!  



Children & Youth News 

By Lauren Fouts    

 A new school year is upon us, marking the evolution and progress made as we chart the lives of our 
Children & Youth leading to burgeoning hopes and dreams for the future. At odd moments, we notice that 
pants and dresses are too short, shoes are too small, and the growing intellectual window opens briefly mak-
ing us catch our breath in realization that our gift from God has never been ours to hold indefinitely.  

 From the moment of birth, EVERY child in our homes and congregation is ours to enjoy as a commu-
nity, as a part of our “family” to love, to carefully nurture while watching their growth, and ultimately wistfully 
wishing it could be captured and embraced for just a moment longer. But, as life often finds us, we have 
many places to be, many obligations to fulfill, and surely tomorrow will be soon enough. Then you suddenly 
find yourself helping them pack for college or set up their first apartment. The gift is from God’s own love, 
“we love because God first loved us", gifts entrusted by God as ours to cherish and nurture but never own. 
With those thoughts, we begin anew!  

 September and October are full of opportunities for Children and Youth to witness God in action...not 
least among these is the movement of Children ready to leave the Pre-elementary room with sisters  
Jacqueline and Amanda Schmoll to the Elementary room with “ Dr. Dave”Sharrard and “ Ms. Lauren” 
Fouts to the Youth discussion area with Derek Vaughan, Lynn Rushing & Brian Gillispie. If you have 
a grand/child moving from one to the next this fall and would like to attend one or two Sundays as everyone 
adjusts, please feel free to do so! It is not at all unusual for kids to move back and forth from one to another 
while adjusting to new people and ideas. We always hope for the fit that seems best for your family. 
PLEASE let us know if you have a concern.  

 ‘The church is not a building; the church is not a steeple; the church is not a resting place; 
the church is a people.’ From the very beginning of time, God has called women and men, who 
would become known as the People of God, into a Covenant relationship. Over time, as God’s love became 
more clearly understood in the person of Jesus the Christ, this call to be in “communion” with one another 
meeting in God’s name challenged all those who believed to be the Living Witnesses of God's mighty acts. 
Part of our covenant with God is to share this growing awareness every Sunday and throughout our lives as 
a people who have heeded the call to follow. Our Sunday mornings with Children & Youth will focus on what 
it means to be a Covenant People. Live your life as a prayer is a theme we hope to echo throughout the co-
ming months so that it becomes second nature. Our journey is but one part of an unceasing journey toward 
the fulfillment of God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.  

Save the Date — Fall Potluck set for September 16 

 

The annual Fall Potluck is scheduled for Sunday, September 16, immediately after morning worship. Bring a 
salad, side dish, or dessert, and join us for this delicious Walnut Hill tradition. Meat and beverages will be 
provided. 

Shared meals, be they congregational potlucks or family dinners, are about more than food, though good 
food sure does add to the gathering. Shared meals are occasions of fellowship, invitations to community, 
even we might say, communion. The fall potluck is a good occasion to invite neighbors and friends to taste 
the community at Walnut Hill. Consider someone you might invite. 

Here is a table grace that we will use at Walnut Hill on September 16, which 
you might consider for your household meal gatherings: Gracious God, we 
are thankful for the food you provide. We are also thankful for those who 
share this table with us. Nourish our bodies and our spirits through this meal 
and this fellowship.  Amen. 



Walnut Hill’s Living Treasure 

By John Ragland 
 
On Sunday, July 29, the Rev. Dr. John Cavendish gave the sermon at Walnut Hill Church. John has served 
our church for forty three years; twenty-five years as its pastor, until 2001, and now eighteen years as our emeritus 
pastor. John’s sermon was on the Trinity and how it can serve as an organizing principle for our lives. 
 
Prior to becoming a pastor, Dr. Cavendish served in World War II by joining the Merchant Marines at age seventeen 
and was a Marine Corps officer during the Korean War. After college he became the personnel officer for the re-
search section of Sloan Kettering Cancer Institute in Manhattan. 

 
John was the pastor of the Christ Episcopal Church in Richmond for four years, a pro-
fessor of philosophy and psychology at Lexington’s Episcopal Seminary, pastor of St. 
Hubert’s Episcopal Church in Clark County and the interim pastor at Beattyville. 
 
After delivering the July 29 sermon at Walnut Hill, 
John Ragland presented Dr. Cavendish a plaque 
naming him “Walnut Hill’s Living Treasure.” 
 

Walnut Hill Reaching Out 

 

Walnut Hill continues reaching out to its neighborhood and the world in various ways, including: 
 Sandwich Ministry - Walnut Hill provides sandwiches for overnight guests at the Lexington Community Inn 

(Catholic Action Center) on the 4th Sunday of each month. Recent “Sandwich Ministers” have been Ellen Cor-
nett, Janella Spencer and Tom Miller, Barbara and Chris Bohmer. 

 Nathaniel Mission - Walnut Hill provided cash and supplies to support the Mission’s Summer Camp program 
and cash support for its upcoming After School Mentoring program. Volunteer mentors are needed during the 
school year. Contact Sierra Bonham (859-255-0062) for more information. 

 Hope Center - Numerous persons have donated toiletry items for guests at the Hope Center over recent sum-
mer Sundays. Thanks to Glenna Fay for facilitating the gathering and delivery of these items. 

 Kentucky Refugee Ministries -  Walnut Hill supported the work of Kentucky Refugee Ministries through our an-
nual bike ride which raised nearly $4,000 for KRM (see article). 

 Greater Lexington CROP Walk - Once again this fall we hope to field a Walnut Hill team for the Lexington 
CROP Walk to support hunger relief around the world. Walnut Hill will sponsor ($35/person) all those walking on 
the Walnut Hill team. This year’s walk will be on Sunday, September 30, 3pm, at Second Presbyterian Church.  
Mark the date on your calendar. 

 ACE 5th Grade Class Trip - Our neighbors at Athens Chilesburg Elementary School have reached out to us for 
assistance to be sure that all their 5th graders have opportunity to participate in their annual trip to Washington, 
DC., and we have responded by committing to sponsor 4 students ($500/student). If you would like to help fulfill 
this commitment, make your donation in any amount payable to Walnut Hill Church, designated “ACE Trip”. 

 Today and Every Day is the title of a CD of music written, composed, and performed by Julia Downer 
Eastin Dubowy. Walnut Hill has a number of copies available for sale at $10/copy. One-half the cost of 
each c.d. will be donated to Church World Service to support its ministry on behalf of immigrants and asylum 
seekers. Look for the CDs in the Sanctuary foyer or contact the church office. 



Ecumenical News 

 

 Mike Ward will be meeting with the Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering (Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Lexing-
ton) in early September to share with Bishop Mark the “ Walnut Hill story”  and to explore with Bishop 
Mark the possibilities for deepening Walnut Hill’s ecumenical relationship with the Diocese in the months/years 
ahead.   

 The Presbytery of Transylvania will host a joint meeting of the three Kentucky presbyteries in Danville, 
Kentucky, on November 2 - 3. Presbytery delegates (Ministers and Elder Commissioners) from the three pres-
byteries will participate together for various presentations and discussions before convening separately for in-
dividual presbytery business. The theme for this tri-presbytery meeting is Stronger Together, Reclaiming Com-
mon Ground: Presbyterians Responding to the Needs of Kentucky. 

 The Kentucky Council of Churches will hold its Annual Assembly on October 25 - 26 in Jeffersontown, 
Kentucky. This year’s theme is “A House Divided” addressing the issue of disunity within the Body of Christ.  
Presenters include the Rev. Dr. Leah Schade of the Lexington Theological Seminary and the Rev. Paul Pra-
ther, Pastor of Bethesda Church in Mt. Sterling and a Lexington Herald-Leader columnist. For more infor-
mation, visit www.kycouncilofchurches.org. 

News of the Congregation 

 

 Ruby Sharrard and McGuire Neuman were recently received into the membership of Walnut Hill 
Church after their completion of confirmation study and their profession of faith 
during morning worship on May 20 (Ruby) and June 24 (McGuire). 

 Shelby Hilliard and Kory Brinker were married at Walnut Hill Church on Sat-
urday, July 14.  Shelby is the daughter of Beth and Oggie Hilliard. 

 Ben Horman has been invited to serve on the planning committee for the 
2020 Happening, a biennial national youth gathering of the Episcopal 
Church in the United States. Ben has been a regular participant and leader at Ca-
thedral Domain events in the Diocese of Lexington and attended the 2018 Hap-
pening earlier this summer. 

 At their request, William “Bill” and Millye McAtee were recently enrolled as “Friends” of Walnut Hill Church.  
The Rev. Dr. McAtee served for many years as Executive Presbyter of Transylvania Presbytery. 

 Thanks to all those (nearly 70 ) persons who participated in the recent Pastor Review Survey. The Vestry will 
soon be meeting with Mike regarding the survey results, after which a report will be shared with the congrega-
tion. Special thanks to The Matrix Group (Martha DeReamer) for their expertise in facilitating and manag-
ing the survey process. 

 The Vestry is inviting suggestions for nominees to serve on the Vestry, Class of 2021, replacing Bob Watt and 
Carthel Smith who complete their terms of service this year.  Though not required, we are particularly 
looking for two male nominees to maintain the gender balance on the Vestry.  Please share your nominee 
suggestions with Bob Watt.  

 A new hearing assistance system has been installed in the Sanctuary for those who might need it.  Contact 

Dave Sharrard for more information. 

Cemetery Grounds Project Update 

 
 As our regular readers are aware, the Cemetery Grounds Project got off to a great start this spring with the 
removal/pruning of numerous trees and the planting of new trees and shrubs. The result is a much more attractive 
and accessible Cemetery. While quite extensive, this spring’s work was only the beginning of a long term program 
to enhance Walnut Hill’s grounds. Earlier this summer, the Vestry approved the next (albeit smaller) step in the 
program, namely the construction of a new service entrance to the Cemetery to facilitate the various equipment 
that from time to time is needed for Cemetery maintenance, burials, etc. Not only will this new entrance serve to 
protect the Cemetery from random wheel marks, etc., it will also enhance the Cemetery’s appearance in its own 
right. As before, specially donated funds are currently on hand to pay for this work. Watch for it later this fall. In the 
meantime, if you have questions regarding present or future Project work in the Cemetery and/or around the 
grounds more generally, please contact Lyle Hanna or Gip Downing.  



Walnut Hill Bike Ride Report 2018  

By Tom Chamberlin 

What does it take to put on a successful bike ride year after year? Concept, Planning and Execution.  

CONCEPT. Several years ago, the idea of hosting a bike ride at Walnut Hill Church was born. Pancakes and 
other good food were served and lots of bike riders showed up and had a great time. A couple of years later, the 
idea of making the event a fund raiser for Kentucky Refugee Ministries was added, as the reputation of the event 
grew throughout the central Kentucky bicycling community. A few years ago, we began welcoming families and less-
experienced cyclists to the event by closing Walnut Hill Road to traffic for an hour. We began with a solid concept, 
then tweaked it a little bit and added some things to keep it fresh each year.  

PLANNING. The Bike Ride planning group consists of a few dedicated individuals that begins meeting in 
March; they select a date for the event, coordinate with partners the Bluegrass Cycling Club and Kentucky Refugee 
Ministries, sponsors, neighbors and the police, and attend to a myriad of other details. The group continues making 
sure everything gets done until the last platter is washed on the day of the event. New faces and new ideas are 
always welcome, so if you have an interest in joining this group, please talk to Mike.  

EXECUTION. One of our principal sponsors is Team Cornett. In the 
weeks leading up to the event, they provide graphic design, t-shirts and 
posters, promotion planning and coordination. On the day of the event, the 
Walnut Hill Church congregation sets up tables and chairs, helps the 
visitors park their cars in an orderly fashion, greets them at the registration 
table, distributes t-shirts, prepares and serves lots of delicious food, and 
cleans up afterwards. The Bluegrass Cycling Club promotes the event 
within the cycling community, and provides ride leaders and route guidance 
during the event. Then their members and other cyclists come out to enjoy 
the ride and the food – their generous contributions provide a large portion 
of the funds raised for KRM. Good weather always is a plus.  

On Saturday, July 7, 2018 all of these elements came together for the 7th Annual Walnut Hill Bike Ride. The 
weather was great and BCC riders and family riders, walkers and runners came out in droves. Everyone seemed to 
agree that the number of cars, bicycles and hungry riders was the greatest yet. The kitchen workers especially attest 
to that as their generous portions of food were completely gone by the time the last cyclists came through the line – 
no left-overs for the Sunday refreshments.  

Crankworks Bicycle Shop donated a display bicycle. Other sponsors (Bicycle Face, Columbia Gas of 
Kentucky, and DeCamp Talbot Seif PSC) provided financial support for the event. As always, the Lexington Police 
arrived to close the road for the family ride. After the bike ride, KRM representatives Alisher Burikhanov and Alain 
spoke to the group, describing the important work of their organization. In late July, the Crankworks bicycle was 
delivered to a very appreciative refugee family.  

You will notice no numbers above – our 
emphasis is not on numbers – the only really 
important one is the money raised for KRM – this 
year about $4,000. Walnut Hill Church will submit 
a check for the final amount directly to Kentucky 
Refugee Ministries for use as needed in 
supporting refugees. Also important are 
intangibles – a bonding experience among 
church members; the development of 
relationships between Walnut Hill, KRM and 
BCC; and community goodwill and awareness for 
all involved.  



Walnut Hill Church 

575 Walnut Hill Road 

Lexington, KY 40515 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

SUNDAYS 
  
Sunday Conversations - 10am - Trinity Hall 
  
Morning Worship - 11am - Sanctuary (Holy Communion 
on 1st Sundays) 
  
Nursery Care and Sunday School - 11am - Trinity Hall 
  
After Worship Gathering - Noon - Trinity Hall 
  
Youth Gatherings - watch for scheduling 
 
 

Do you have news to share? 

 If you have news or photos for the Walnut Hill News to Use, submit them to Mike Ward at 

mward@walnuthillchurchky.org or to Lisa Smith at matchpt@twc.com. 


