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 While perhaps not as notable as Time magazine’s “Person of the Year,” I was interested to learn that 
Merriam-Webster’s 2018 “Word of the Year” was/is justice.  As posted on their website, 
“[Justice] was a top lookup throughout the year at Merriam-Webster.com, with the entry being consulted 74% 
more than in 2017.”  From “economic justice” to the “Department of Justice” and myriad other applications, if 
we think about it for a moment, it makes some sense that justice might have been the subject of many recent 
inquiries. 
 
 The choice of justice as the word of the year provides an opportunity to consider not only its technical 
meanings, but also its importance in our biblical-theological tradition.  While not Merriam-Webster, I looked up 
the word justice in a classic (if not ancient) theological dictionary on my shelf and found the following definition: 
“…a disposition of the soul according to which we have a constant will to render to, and preserve for, every 
[one] his/her due.”*  I must admit that definition left me a little disappointed as I had hoped for something 
stronger and more specific, but then again, I suppose the question becomes what is each person’s “due?” Our 
biblical-theological tradition suggests that all persons are “due” at least respect, fairness, and opportunity to live 
fully as human beings, and further suggests that a person’s “due” also includes compassion and mercy.    
 
 It is in the “doing” of justice that the word becomes real, or not, in the lives of individuals, communities, 
nations and the world.  In one situation justice might involve opening opportunities for persons who have been 
denied them due to race, gender, age, or some other circumstance of their lives.  In another situation justice 
might involve addressing some wrong done to an individual or group.  In still another situation justice might in-
volve sharing some of one’s own abundance that others might have enough to live, or reducing our use of re-
sources for the well-being of future generations.  The possibilities are as endless as are the circumstances in 
which people find themselves. 
 
 While our experience of justice is never perfect, it remains the standard by which we measure our ac-
tions and the goal toward which we strive.  When we fall short of justice, short of rendering and preserving each 
other’s “due,” we do well to acknowledge it, make repair where possible, and learn so as not to repeat our er-
ror.  It is in these moments that humility and grace is required of us, as well as a commitment to move forward 
together, whether “together” means a family, a neighborhood, a church, a nation, or humanity.  As the prophet 
Micah (6:8) declared, “What does Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God,” and we might add, “with each other.” 
 
        Peace, 

         Mike Ward 

 

 
 
 
*A Dictionary of Christian Theology, Alan Richardson editor, Westminster Press, 1969. 



Children & Youth News  By Lauren Fouts    

 And, God said “let there be light” and the light has never left us.  From the beginning of time, in God’s understanding, 

life has had more questions and details than answers.  That is what I truly believe Adam and Eve caused us to know…not 

knowing.  We make so very many mistakes and then grow up and watch our own blessings from heaven (whether born to us 

naturally, adopted, enjoyed as aunts and uncles) make often, different, but not necessarily better mistakes.  The greatest grace 

we have been given beyond the triumphant is the Church.  It is a gift we cannot fully appreciate until life’s greatest joys and 

cruelties happen lifting us on high and crushing us to our knees, on occasion. 

 As we watch our lives go from one phase to the next, as a community, we should watch the little children turn into 

teens and then young adults, often soon gone to the four corners of the universe.  Before and after they leave, we should all 

make a decision to identify one or many of our Children & Youth and say hello each week.  We are making a concerted effort 

to generate a list of college and life addresses and I hope you will take the initiative at least once to reach out to a person you 

know or one you don’t!            

 We have been given a beautiful gift…in the numbers of people who have given up regular attendance in worship on 

Sunday mornings, to reach and teach the many, many beautiful children from soon after birth to High School teens. Great re-

spect/thanks/appreciation should be shown Nell Horman, Dr. Dave (Sharrard), Derek Vaughan, Lynn Rushing, and Jane 

Dillon, as well as our regular Nursery & Preschool leaders Jacqueline Henderson, Amanda Schmoll and substitute 

Ashley Clark.  It is through their dedication, enthusiasm, and great creativity that our Children & Teens grow, learning and soon 

knowing they are loved by God and they have a place in God’s promise of presence, joy and love. 

 I am astonished and, yet, never chagrined by my worry about the vast and wonderful series of soups on SOUPer Bowl 
Sunday at WHC.  It never ceases to amaze me about the number of different “offerings” provided each and every year.  It is 
amazing!  Every gift of soup, crackers, bread and volunteer effort highlighted the reality that many people who cannot always 
count on a cup of soup or a chance to be warm or feel welcome.  Gifts of all of the soup “particulars” highlight the gifts provided 
by God’s Pantry and the Community Inn every day.  Many, many thanks to all those who participated, making soup, offering 
financial gifts for God’s Pantry, and sharing in the fellowship not only unique to Walnut Hill Church, but emblematic of but one 
community of faith and family mirrored in many places and by many who witness to God’s love and grace throughout the 
world. 

 All Middle and Senior High School Youth are asked to join me in Trinity Hall Sunday, February 24 from 5:30 until 7:00 
for our regular participation in the Sandwich Ministry for the Community Inn.  We aim for at least 100 sandwiches to help feed 
the homeless every fourth Sunday each month.  Our Youth enjoy this crazy assembly line of bread, meat, cheese, and a lot of 
laughter, “jawing” and enjoying the gathering.  We also have kits to complete for Church World Services, aiding the thousands 
of people in our country and beyond who have suffered through “natural” disasters.  Often without so much as a toothbrush, 
many people each year are left homeless and these small gifts of things like a comb or a washcloth help restore dignity we 
cannot imagine losing. 

 What a surprise!  This year, our Palm Sunday and Easter issues will not interfere with Spring Break or the family vaca-
tions planned during that break from winter doldrums!!  For most of the world, this is a good thing, so we celebrate and rejoice!  
All of this means that the annual Palm Sunday Parade/Passing of the Palms (led by the Children & Youth of WHC) at the end 
of the service means we will also look forward to the Easter Egg Hunt, set for after worship on Palm Sunday, April 14.  Gifts of 
stuffed plastic eggs (filled with small coins, stickers or candy) to enhance the excitement of the Hunt are always welcome and 
can be left in the narthex/vestibule of the sanctuary before noon on April 14.  In the event of inclement weather, the “rain date” 
will be Easter Sunday, April 21. 

 It is with great joy and honor that I have been given an opportunity to witness all of the comings and goings of our 

younger members of Walnut Hill Church. Upon reflection, so many young people have grown up and moved from the Nursery 

to the High School Class to the “real” world that we have all raised a very large family!  There are countless volunteers through 

the years who have made quiet and thoughtful gifts of time and compassion for our Children and Teens. Those always busy, 

bundles of energy, often flashing by in a blur as they live and grow in our midst, grow up so quickly, seemingly in front of our 

eyes!  And, indeed, God called it good! 

 

 



Walnut Hill Reaching Out 

 

Since our last Newsletter (November) Walnut Hill has been reaching out in a variety of ways including several holi-
day season traditions… 
 …sixteen pans of stuffing/dressing for the Nathaniel Mission community Thanksgiving Dinner.  Thanks to all 
our stuffing/dressing sponsors and deliverers and to Janella Spencer for coordinating this outreach. 
 …Christmas gifts for 15 children referred to us through the Nathaniel Mission after school mentoring pro-
gram.  Thanks to all our “Giving Tree” donors and to Janella Spencer for coordinating this outreach. 
 …a generous ($1,265) Innkeeper’s Offering received on Christmas Eve to support the Salvation Army’s min-
istry to homeless women, children and families. 
 
We have, of course, maintained our regular 4th Sunday commitment to provide sandwiches at the Community Inn, 
particularly important in light of recent frigid temperatures.  Thanks to recent Sandwich Ministers Sherry Warden, 
Phil Bloomfield, Janella Spencer and Tom Miller. 
 
We responded to the recent California fires with offerings supporting the work of Episcopal Relief and Development 
and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance as they help people rebuild their lives and communities. ($200 each) 
 
In addition, we have made several grants supporting various partners, organizations and events including… 
 …the Early Bird Foundation, an organization providing support and education for parents of children in the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at UK Children’s Hospital.  Amanda Masthay recommended this organization. ($250) 
 …Cathedral Domain and Camp Burnamwood ($500 each) 
 …an event introducing Dr. Alton Pollard, the new President of Louisville Seminary, to the central Kentucky 
ecumenical community.  Lyle Hanna coordinated this event. ($500) 
 …sponsorship of the 10th annual Indian Summer Camp Tennis Event, to be held on February 22 at the Lex-
ington Tennis Club.  The tennis event benefits the Kids Cancer Alliance, also known as Indian Summer Camp, which 
provides camp programs for pediatric cancer patients and their families.  Barbara Waldmann-Ward coordinates this 
charity event. ($500) 
 …Church World Service and the Kentucky Council of Churches ($500each) 
 …sponsorship of Ben Horman’s participation at a planning meeting for “Happening,” a national youth event of 
the Episcopal Church.  ($300) 
 …a donation ($400) to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund (Reading Camp) in honor of the Feb 3 visit to Walnut 
Hill by the Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering.    
 
Walnut Hill’s outreach is far and wide! 

News of the Congregation 

 

 V. Gayle Alexander, a member of Walnut Hill Church, departed this life on 
December 30.  Gayle was a decorated World War II veteran and later central Ken-
tucky veterinarian.  Services and burial were held on January 5 at the Lexington 
Cemetery. 

 
 Marie Masters, a long time member of Walnut Hill Church and resident of the Old Richmond Road neigh-

borhood, departed this life on January 10.  A native of Madison County, services for Marie were held in Rich-
mond, Kentucky, on January 16, with burial in the Richmond Cemetery. 

 
 Daniel Zachary Gray received the sacrament of Baptism on Sunday, January 13.  Along with his grand-

parents, Glenna and Phil Fay, “Zack” has been a long time presence at Walnut Hill.  He is currently a student at 
Bluegrass Community and Technical College. 

 
 Angela and Don West were recently received into the membership of Walnut Hill Church by transfer from 

the Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church.  Angela and Don live in the Autumn Ridge neighborhood off Todd’s Road.  
We are honored to have them as part of our church family. 



Ecumenical News 

 The Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering, Bishop Provisional of the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington, visited 
Walnut Hill on Sunday, February 3. “Bishop Mark” visited informally with our Vestry and others during the 10am 
hour and preached for the 11am worship service. We are grateful for Bishop Van Koevering’s affirmation of 
Walnut Hill’s relationship with the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington. 

 
 The Presbytery of Transylvania has retained the services of the Phila Consulting Group to help the 

Presbytery develop a strategy for planting new worshiping communities in central Kentucky. Shannon Kiser, of 
the Phila Group, will be in Stanford, Kentucky, on Saturday, April 6, to consult with church leaders regarding 
new mission opportunities around the Presbytery. 

 
 The Kentucky Council of Churches is hosting “ Prayer in Action”  days during the current legislative ses-

sion of the Kentucky General Assembly. Prayer in Action days combine information, prayer and advocacy re-
garding issues before the General Assembly including tax reform, criminal justice, voting rights, gun violence 
and others.  Prayer in Action Days are held on Tuesdays (Feb 5 - Mar 12), 9:30am, in Room 117 of the Capitol 
Annex building in Frankfort. 

 
 Dabney Parker recently retired from her work as Co-sponsor Developer for Kentucky Refugee Ministries.  

During her ten years with KRM, Dabney interacted with Walnut Hill on numerous occasions including the Walnut 
Hill Bike Ride benefitting KRM and Walnut Hill’s sponsorship of the Al-Nawasra family in 2016. We wish Dabney 
many blessings in her retirement.  

Walnut Hill Church Responding to Climate Change through 

“Earth Care” Initiative   by Kathy Steinmetz 

 
Climate change is happening – and recent news reports show that a consensus is growing, even in the halls of 
Congress.  Recent weather extremes and wildfires are a likely result of climate change.  Studies have shown that 
the choices humans make can turn this ship around, choices like food (34% potential reduction), energy (23%), 
land use (16%), global family planning and education, particularly the education of women and girls (15%), and 
eliminating refrigerants that are greenhouse gases (11%).  The sooner we adopt an “all of the above – and right 
now!” approach to combatting climate change, the better chance we will have in saving the earth – literally – for fu-
ture generations. 
 
As caretakers of the earth (Gen 1:28), we are expected to act in ways to prevent – or at least mitigate – the harm 
that humankind has caused to the natural world.  For that reason, Walnut Hill Church will be exploring how we - as 
individuals and as a church community - can reduce our contribution to global climate change.   
 
We will begin our engagement with the issue by an adding an element of “earth care” to our exploration of mindful-
ness meditation and living in the 10am Discussion during Lent –  The group will use part of the time for guided 
mindfulness meditations from the Passionist Earth and Spirit Center (Louisville), and part of the time learning sim-
ple lifestyle changes that lower greenhouse gas emissions.  Watch for more details regarding this lenten series. 
 
Other possible engagements include:   
 Walnut Hill Church becoming an Earth Care Congregation.  This would be a year-long initiative with four areas 

of focus (worship, education, facilities, and outreach).   
 following up last fall’s It ‘Is’ Good (science of creation) series with a series focusing on the science of climate 

change, and how we might respond. 
 
We would like to hear your thoughts about these or other possible engagements with “earth care.” Contact Kathy 
Steinmetz, John Bauer, John Ragland, or Mike Ward with your questions and ideas. 
 

Upon creating the first human beings, God guided them around the Garden of Eden, saying: 
Look at my creations!  See how beautiful and perfect they are!  I created everything for you.  
Make sure you do not ruin or destroy My world, for if you do, there will be no one to fix it.   
(Rabbi Moshe Smolkin, Ohavay Zion Synagogue, citing Jewish tradition) 



Holiday Season Schedule 

 

The Advent/Christmas Holiday season at Walnut Hill Church includes the follow special 
events and activities: 
 

Sunday, December 2 - The 1st Sunday of Advent 
 Congregational Potluck after worship in Trinity Hall. Bring a salad, side dish, 

or dessert and join us for this delicious Walnut Hill tradition. Meat and beverage pro-
vided. 

 

Sunday, December 9 - The 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Children’s Christmas Pageant/Presentation during morning worship (11am). All children/youth are invit-

ed to participate as singers, costumed characters, or readers. 
 Youth Christmas Party - Middle and high school youth are invited to gather at 5:30pm at the Ward home (341 

Albany Rd) for supper as well as holiday games and a “fun” gift exchange. Bring a winter warmth item (e.g. 
gloves, hats, scarves) to share with neighbors at the Catholic Action Center.  Also, bring a “fun gift” ($5 or less 
value) for a random gift exchange. 

 

Sunday, December 16 - The 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Walnut Hill Christmas Party - Adults are invited to gather at the home of Beth and Oggie Hilliard (2056 Nor-

borne Dr.) from 3pm - 5pm for this traditional holiday celebration. Bring an hors d’oeuvre or dessert item 
to share. 

 

Sunday, December 23 - The 4th Sunday of Advent 
 Morning Worship and Holy Communion (11am) - Our Christmas observance of Holy Communion will be cele-

brated with traditional liturgy. 
 

Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 
 Lessons and Carols - All ages are invited to gather at 5pm to read the Christmas story, sing carols, assemble 

the nativity scene, and share a candlelight ceremony.   
 Evening Prayer Fireside - Adults and older children/youth are invited to gather at 9pm for a quiet service of re-

flection around the fireplace in Trinity Hall.  Arrive a little early for some hot cider and cookies. 
 Innkeeper’s Offering - The Innkeeper’s Offering to support the Salvation Army’s ministry of shelter and services 

for women, children, and families will be received at both Christmas Eve services.  Cash and checks payable to 
Walnut Hill Church (memo: Innkeeper) are welcome.  

 

Speaking of Advent and Christmas… 
 …we are seeking individuals and families who would like to “light the Advent Candles” on Sunday morning 
(December 2, 9, 16, 23). Contact Mike Ward for more information or to volunteer. 
 
 …we will be decorating the Sanctuary for Christmas with our traditional wreaths and poinsettias. You can 
“sponsor” a poinsettia for $20/plant. Make your check payable to Walnut Hill Church (memo: poinsettia). Be 
sure to let us know if your sponsorship is in memory or honor of someone. 

Faith Formation (Adults) — Sundays, 10am, Trinity Hall 

 

It “Is” Good was the title of a fall series exploring and celebrating the universe around and within us as re-
vealed by modern science.  Special thanks to our presenters John Ragland, Kathy Steinmetz, John Bauer, Alan 
Fryar, Gene Brockopp, William Ward, Jen Beveridge, and Charlie Snow. Printed copies of the series open-
ing/closing sermons are available by request and available as audio recordings on the Walnut Hill website. Ideas for 
follow-up explorations are currently being gathered as well as ideas for Walnut Hill responses to climate change.   
 
Being Disciples is the title of a conversation series in 2019 (dates TBD) based on the book of the same title 
by Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury. Session (chapter) titles include: Being Disciples, Faith, Hope, 
and Love, Holiness, Faith in Society, and Life in the Spirit. This series (book) is a follow-up to Williams’ earlier book 
Being Christian, which we read and discussed last winter.   
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Walnut Hill Church is grateful for gifts received in 2018 and early 2019 …in memory of… 



Walnut Hill Church 

575 Walnut Hill Road 

Lexington, KY 40515 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

SUNDAYS 
  
Sunday Conversations - 10am - Trinity Hall 
  
Morning Worship - 11am - Sanctuary (Holy Communion 
on 1st Sundays) 
  
Nursery Care and Sunday School - 11am - Trinity Hall 
  
After Worship Gathering - Noon - Trinity Hall 
  
Youth Gatherings - watch for scheduling 
 
 

Do you have news to share? 

 If you have news or photos for the Walnut Hill News to Use, submit them to Mike Ward at 

mward@walnuthillchurchky.org or to Lisa Smith at matchpt@twc.com. 


